PAKISTAN’S SECOND TEHREEK - E - AZADI
PART 1- INTERNAL  
In 1947 the elite won independence for Pakistan, replaced the Raj, and ruled for sixty years, through a system that concentrated power in the Executive. The Viceroy was simply replaced by another all powerful Executive. The elite comprising of Tribal Sardars, landed gentry, politicians and businessmen, failed to establish a Constitution, independent Judiciary, or Supremacy of Parliament. Not ready to compete with the masses, they found it more convenient to co-opt the Army to spearhead control of Executive powers. This all powerful Executive could directly coerce the other pillars of state into cementing the elite’s privileged position, in return for support, and thus contrived legitimacy. 
The First Tehreek-e-Azadi for freedom from external oppression, thus ended in a betrayal of the peoples aspirations, by the elite.
The Second Tehreek-e-Azadi, for freedom from internal oppression has begun. 
The road ahead will not be easy. The elite, who control the state through the Executive will not give over control, and thus easy access to wealth, without a fight. Today we are seeing the dawn of Pakistan’s second Tehreek-e-Azadi. We are seeing the brilliance of a new era, with all the promise of emergence from darkness, which a new dawn brings. There is a glint of hope and happiness in the eyes of the desperately poor. The destitute masses are looking to the nation’s sons and daughters in the lawyer and journalist community to continue supporting the brave Judiciary, and Media to lead them out of oppression. 
The awakening of the people has been made possible by three determinants. Firstly, absolute poverty in the rural areas that has triggered migration to urban areas; secondly, the inability of the elite to with-hold education from the urban middle and lower classes; and thirdly, the advance in technology that has allowed the educated middle class to reach out to the rural masses through the Media. Access to education allowed the middle class to enter the legal, Judicial, journalist, and other media professions. There are many brave Judges, and Media professionals who are now looking to the people for their source of power and legitimacy, rather than looking to the all powerful Executive. 
The Judiciary and Media, directly influence and impact processes of ‘accountability’.  These two pillars are now on the side of the people. It was the elite’s fear of accountability that led to the 3rd November actions. The second Tehreek-e -Azadi may be temporarily de-railed, it may waver; but it cannot be allowed to die. The death of the peoples Tehreek will be the death of the country, because the people would have no further stake in such a country. 
The people have hope today because the Judiciary is with them. The other two pillars of state i.e. the Legislature (Parliament) and Executive remain outside the grasp of the people today. 
The control of Parliament will require economic empowerment of the people. The people are not free to vote for their choice of representatives because their choice of representatives are too poor to wage expensive election campaigns, and because of the power of the tribal heads, corporate bosses and landed gentry over their dependent poor. The Executive also interferes to ensure that unwanted representatives are kept out of Parliament. A truly representative Parliament is a long way off in the future, It will require a few more elections, after independent Judiciary and Media have weeded out the bad eggs through accountability. It will above all require Land reforms and financial autonomy to the provinces and districts to level the economic playing field, so that true representatives of the people can enter and compete fairly and freely. The constitutional provision to centralize all monies of the state in the Consolidated Fund of Pakistan, is the greatest tool of patronage for the Executive, and is therefore also the source of high level corruption.. Economic empowerment is the aim and final battle that will be waged and won, before the second Tehreek-e-Azadi reaches its logical conclusion. Unfortunately a truly representative, and supreme parliament will take a few more elections to achieve, because economic empowerment of the people will be a slow and cumbersome process. 
The current stage of the second Tehreek-e- Azadi that is bravely being fought today, is the struggle to bring the all powerful Executive into the confines of the constitution, not the heavily distorted constitution of today, but the constitution of 1973 that is a necessary starting point for the future aspirations of the people. Clipping the wings of the Executive is important because it will deprive the elite of its ability to wield the power of the Army, Agencies and Police, against the people. It is the Executive that is the single most important pivot of power. 
Never before have the fault lines in the politics of Pakistan been clearer. On one side the ‘anti-people’ political forces playing the elite political game of musical chairs to the tune set by the Executive; on the other the ‘pro-people’ political forces and civil society, who stand bravely in opposition to the games of The Executive. The parties that have shared power with the Army in the past, stand on the side of the all powerful Executive; and the parties that are fighting for the people on the other. Those ready to enter flawed elections to legitimize the politics of the elite, and others who are siding with the people in their Tehreek-e-Azadi from the elite.

PART 2 – EXTERNAL
The issue is economic empowerment of the people. The battle is between how the elite see Pakistan, and how the people see Pakistan. The people in Pakistan may not realize that they are actually in the fore-front of the battle for the destiny of the poor of the world. How is this so?
When the elite co-opted the Army to spearhead control of the Executive, it opened the door for external powers to also co-opt it to pursue their objectives in the region. In return the Army and elite received easy access to technologically advanced arms, and financial aid. This was the classic nation-rented-for-services scenario that has shaped the elite’s view of what Pakistan is. The elite see Pakistan as a regional pawn, closely allied to the west, so that it continues to receive largesse in terms of funds and arms to keep it safe from Indian hegemony; the India threat being necessary to justify a large Army.
The people see Pakistan as a poor, Asian and South-Asian nation, whose natural partners are its immediate neighbors. They see opportunities in integrating Pakistan’s economy with Asia, by opening cross border trade and communication corridors to link up the Asian economic powers, as a trigger for injection of tens of billions of dollars a year into Pakistan’s economy. This money and use of geographical advantage would provide rapid economic empowerment for the poor. The poor know that economic corridors through Pakistan and Afghanistan would help the economies of the Asian giants. They know that the western powers and their rentier elites in the Middle East do not want these trade corridors, and communications to be provided to the giant economies of Asia, because that would weaken their internal political control and riches that the new American century project promises them. Violence and chaos in Pakistan and Afghanistan is a western  requirement. Western troops are occupying this region to pursue this western economic compulsion of denying fuels and linkage to the Asian economies. The poor do not want western forces in the region, creating death, destruction of infrastructure, and resultant poverty. 
The Pakistani, Afghani, and Arab poor are engaged in a battle to free this region from western power politics, which is being supported by the local elites. The fault lines in this international battle are very clearly reflected in the internal political scene of Pakistan. This fault line runs clearly between the forces that support the all powerful Executive, on the one hand, and on the other, those forces that are trying to bring the Executive within the legal confines of the constitutional framework. The fault line runs between those forces that are fighting for freedom from oppression by their elites, and those forces that support their elites in selling sovereignty to outside powers.
PART – 3 THE TIDE OF HISTORY
The battle is a historic one. The ‘rich and powerful’ exploit the ‘poor and feeble’. That will always be the bottom line in the struggle of mankind. Survival of the fittest is an animal instinct that results in death of one and survival of the other. It is inherently conflictual in nature.
Ultimately those who have understood this struggle through the ages have all reached the only conclusion that gives human beings a fair chance at peace in their lives. ‘RESPECT FOR HUMANITY’. All human beings are equal and deserve equal treatment. This is the central theme of all attempts to civilize man. It is the central theme of all religions, all great philosophies, and all peace promoting political systems.
We are both unfortunate to live in the land that is the current focus of death and destruction in the world; and fortunate to live in the land that gave Buddhism to the world, and launched Hinduism and Islam into South Asia. We better than any other people in the world struggling through the ages old battle of civilizing man, can clearly see the best way forward for us, and all mankind. The people have spoken in the elections and have clearly rejected religious parties’ ability to provide them a better future in THIS life.
We must renew the civilization message to mankind. RESPECT HUMANITY. What matters most is Humanity. What matters most is every Man, Woman, and Child, irrespective of race, creed or material wealth. Win them over with love and respect, not war and death. This should be our eternal creed. This is the true religion. 
Anything that divides humanity must be set aside from the affairs of state and governance. We know from experience that religion divides humanity. Religious differences have been the source of conflict in Pakistan. Retaining religion as a foundation of state affairs will only lead to continued conflict. The state will only survive if the affairs of state are separated from religion, in line with the vision of the Quaid-e-Azam.
PART – 4  STAGES IN THE TEHREEK-E-AZADI / (VISION FOR THE FUTURE)
1. Restore independence of Judiciary.
2. Restore freedom of Media.
3. Confine Executive (and Armed Forces, Agencies, Bureaucracy, Police) within the Constitution. Re-organize Armed Forces, Bureaucracy, Agencies, and Police for future, not past, threat scenarios/ roles as servants not masters of the people.
4. Restore the 1973 Constitution, with amendments to separate State from religion.
5. Strive for Supremacy of Parliament. 

6. Empower the poor economically; through Land/Fiscal reforms, greater budgetary support for social and human development, and foreign policy that befriends neighbors and curbs external interference in internal affairs. The war on terror is destroying our economy.
