From: Mariana Baabar and K. shafi

We have read with interest your articles and reporting on some e-mails that we circulated to mobilize the people of Pakistan, to launch a movement to, " Save Pakistan." You have everyrirght to an opinion and are lucky that you have access to the platform of print media. We respect your views, but equally expect, that as justice will demand, give space to our views i n your publications too. We will be grateful if you could arrange so.

To:
Brig Mian Muhammad Mahmud (Retd)
Vice President
Pakistan Ex-Servicemen Association

Whenever we raise our sane voices in all sincerity and in the cause of the country, they are being clubbed by some vested interests. Different motives and insinuations are attributed. They assail our past. Let us clear this mudslinging and incriminations of our deeds and misdeeds, some justified and others only imputed, once for all. Do look into our past as suggested by someone. We have been offering ourselves for accountability in the past and even to-day. Let it begin with us. But do extend it to all others; irrespective of their cast, color and creed. You will see that vast majority of us will come out with honor and dignity. We have always offered pristine sacrifices for this Country. They cannot be clouded by a few noises. Do punish those of us who are found guilty. We seek no protection for any one. If we have any guilt’s of the past or even any misgivings about  to-day, be it be even the current scandal of NLC and any other, let them be all tried and punished if found guilty..
 
If we may revisit the subject of our initiative; the call given to launch a movement to," Save Pakistan." What wrong can be found in that. Is it a crime to try and mobilize the Nation for the testing times and challenges that lie ahead of us. They stare directly at our face and any informed judgment and mind will support it. Do any detractors find it otherwise? All we want to infuse is a new spirit; all decisions must be taken to secure Pakistan’s vital interest. We are not agitating or conspiring against the Government or any party. Our motive is essentially to mobilize the public opinion and to raise the voice of collective will of the people to secure the future of Pakistan.  
 
In this connection President PESA and myself had circulated some e-mail messages. The title of Admiral Fasih Bokhari's appeal sent out was," Water Boarding of Raymond Davis." It has invited or provoked some critical comments. The sanctity of Human Rights is pressed into and so is the implied interpretation of it being indiscreet, provocative or unbecoming of us as an Association. We may like to clarify that to us Raymond Davis's issue is neither the key and nor is the heading Water Boarding any suggestion or justification for his torture. It was stated primarily to bring out that the Americans have justified such torture of prisoners in their custody as according to International Law and legal and declared this legal. It was only a reminder to emphasize the basic fact-let there be no double standards. The pun was on sarcasm rather than reflection of our motives and or any suggestion to adopt it.
 
To our mind, the concern and emphasis is on what we see and believe, as the clear American aims and objectives in the region and its implications on their future Strategic Relationship with us. We have a history of over 60 Years of so called friendship, essentially in pursuit of their interests and global concerns. We may have too benefited in certain ways. But there never was a direct clash of our vital National interests. This is now morphing into essentially pursuing their war on Terrorism and in the process inviting destruction of our own country.The pivot to this relationship has been the link of CENTCOM with COAS Pakistan Army. The time has come to sincerely pause and take a fresh look as to whether this equation is serving the cause of Pakistan or not. Do we want to stand up for Pakistan or serve the cause and interest of someone else! This is the vital question beckoning our answer.
 
We had also circulated another background and purport of our planned launch of the movement, "Save Pakistan." A brief extract we quote. 
“It is incorrect to say, as implied by some, that we are totally focused on the Raymond Davis issue. There are many other incidents like drone attacks, spate of target killings, suicide bombings, a planned process of disinformation that Pakistan is a failed state, internal instability and the impetus to regional forces to work for the  eventual balkanization of Pakistan. They all need to be examined and assessed for their motives and purpose. They may be all the dots to make a clear picture on the bigger canvas that reflects the stability and the security of Pakistan in this traumatic World. That is the threat matrix that needs to be central to all our attention, deliberations and contingency plans. We must prepare this Nation for these looming dark clouds lurking at the horizons of this strategically vital Geo-Strategic Region. We are in the eyes of a storm. This is surely our defining moment.
 
But what singles out this drama of bizarre act of Raymond Davis is that it has provided a vital link to this bigger game plan. It has sensitivities that hold the entire US Administration its slave and clamoring for his release. Of course the best and the most logical answer on our part is- let the law and justice take its own course. While it is unraveling its otherwise misty and murky designs; our concern and focus should be the bigger threat as it is emerging to the very existence of Pakistan. We cannot remain imperiously blind to these challenges.
 
In our discourse and deliberations and also through our review of key policy reports of various think tanks and other committees formed in United States, a clear picture is emerging. This is further strengthened through our inter action with some key persons on visit to Pakistan who has access to the corridors of policy makers in America. We may briefly sum it up as:-
 
   " Pakistan is a country which is neither a friend nor a foe, is dependent on the United States for its Defense  and Economy."  This is their central theme. This under lines their  concepts and plans.
 
"They claim that they arrived in the area to round up Osama bin Laden and eliminate Al Qaida. But yet they clearly now pronounce that they are here to stay in Afghanistan for the next 15-20 Years. For what purpose? The next sermon that we get is that ours is a shrinking economy and India has a growing economy. The advice is seek accommodation with them. Forget about the cause of the Kashmiri people and not to become their champion. Through a strategic relationship with India they want to create a military balance in the region and make them police force in the area on the lines of Israel in the Middle East. They want their own insufficient strength of troops in Afghanistan for a prolonged occupation to be only supplemented with Indian and Afghan troops when needed. All these may be far dreams but they think it is in the realm of their possibilities. For this long drawn war as they describe, they have drawn Eight Trajectories. The worst case scenario being projected is,” A Major Muslim country going bad.” It clearly is Pakistan. When questioned that we are aware that contingency plans have been prepared and rehearsed for it; the blunt answer was you make your own contingency plans!"
 
The Americans have their clear aims and objectives. They are pursuing their own National Interests. They have their own "Game Plan." It is now up to us to secure our own National Interests and not to barter it away at the beckoning of some one else. We must galvanize the entire Nation and prepare them for these upcoming challanges. This Nation has a lot of resilience and one has full faith that we  will prove equal to the challenges.
 
 
Clearly sensing these threats and the ominous signs appearing on our horizons, we the Pakistan Ex-Servicemen Association have given the call for the launching of the movement to "Save Pakistan." It must be a continuous effort till the objectives are reached. The date proposed date is 23rd March,2011. The final decision will be taken at the meeting of the steering committee. The details of these will be elaborated when finalized. It should be the collective will and the aspirations of all the patriotic and sincere people of the country which should guide and inspire it. Let us all pool our dedicated and devoted efforts. There is no seeking of any leadership role in this. It is the cause of Pakistan and its people which is the paramount consideration.”

This we believe is the voice of people of Pakistan. You go to the remote areas like Mohmand Agency, where the Military Action was underway again against the insurgents at a distance of only some 10KM’s. Meet the elderly Maliks, the youth, both educated and uneducated, the thousands filling the IDP’s Camp and some more pouring in, their cry and imploring are loud and clear; give us back our peace. They are staunchly loyal citizens of Pakistan and are always in the forefront of giving sacrifices for the country and the idealism it stands for. They are now since 2004 watching the trauma of their children growing under the sufferings experienced through the sounds of the Guns. You meet the illiterate Maliks of North Waziristan or listen to the clamoring of the educated and enlightened youth of Khurram Agency, in unison they are begging and hoping for the peace to return to their lands. It can be summed up by what an elderly Malik spoke in remembrance of the great development work done by General Babar as Governor. You can take these roads back, roll back the electricity Cables laid and even wind up the Cadet College Razmak; give us the peace of the area and the tranquility that we enjoyed.
 

 



