PAKISTAN: A NATION WITH A RUDDERLESS STATE
It was over two years ago that while opinionating on the Nature of International Coercion of Pakistan, I wrote in the Daily News: -
‘What ever the concept, scope and objective of such limited escalations, India with its new found allies has decided to maintain a constant vigil and coercion of Pakistan over a prolonged period of time but well below a Fire Break Point. The obvious targets in tandem with its allies will be addressed through diverse instruments like control of rivers, economics, diplomacy, international pressure, international law, military intimidation and even insurgency. The war has already begun’. 
Published belatedly and with no sense of urgency by the editors, the article was hotly debated world over for its contents and hypothesis. It was followed by a non stop series of articles both in The Daily News and Nation on the US War in Afghanistan, security perspectives of Pakistan and how Pakistan will become weaker through societal fragmentation, manipulation of the political economy, bankruptcy and the military attrition. 
The various hypotheses in these streams of articles were never a product of expediency or conspiracy theory. They were in fact the conclusions of my thesis of a Future War that Pakistan could confront, written well back in 2002. 

The inevitable has come to pass. Politically, there appears no will to ride the wave of crises. The Trojan of circular debt deliberately created during the era of Shaukat Aziz had succeeded in melting the economy. Political elites spend their best time in machinations of political survivability while the masses suffer one shock after the other. The reconstructions in the wake of 2005 earthquake are far from materializing. As if this was not enough, the country has faced the worst floods of recent history in which dyes and levies have been manipulated at will to inundate the most productive agricultural areas of Pakistan. Anarchy and militancy grows by the day. Despite all this, amazingly this resilient Nation survives being labeled as a State that refuses to fail. 

Much of what has happened was avoidable had the government and the military sat together and drafted a comprehensive and realistic national policy on the US intervention in Afghanistan and its effects on Pakistan. Pakistan’s concept of National Power rises from a somewhat stable platform of geography through elements of national power like melting economics, fragile and self promoting political system, un explored and rented out natural resources, a rejuvenating judicial system and an army that is fighting an insurgency that it helped create, partially acts to appease USA to gain time and space in awe of India that has the remarkable ingenuity to make the most of all opportunities without compromising its core interests. Though USA will have the illusion of having India as a long term strategic partner in the region, India will extract the maximum and yet only  proceed up to a point where its own interest are not compromised. Pakistan in contrast is an ally of opportunity, dwindling in national power, corrupt to core, a reluctant go getter and a people who refuse to succumb.  
