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THE ACCOUNT OF 1965 WAR AS FOUGHT AND SEEN FROM THE AIRBORNE EYES
          Brig(Retd) M.M.Mahmud
I have read the account of many an authors, of the 1965 War. It encompasses the rendition of war as was perceived through the eyes of the Indians, Pakistani and the foreign authors. Every description has its own angle and slant. The most comprehensive account is in the study carried out by the Directing Staff and the students of Staff College, Quetta spread over a number of years. This has now been compiled in the form, HISTORY OFINDO-PAKISTAN=WAR of 1965.by Lieut General Mahmud Ahmed (Retd). It is based on the War Diaries of the units, interviews and briefings of many who participated in the war, and embodies a comparative analysis of the Indian official version and the details written by other contemporary writers. The near to an accurate description, to my mind, is covered by “Men of Steel” an account based on war dispatches of Major General Abrar Hussain. This again enumerates the details of the battles in a chronological order, date wise. But what I feel they all lack in, is basically that it does not truly capture the spirit, the motivation and the passionate grit of mind and heart displayed by the gallant men who fought it on ground.  It equally alludes to some of the panic, confusion and brazen blunders committed. These aspects need to be elicited in some detail and given a projection, so that the facts stem out in their correct perspective and in real truth.

It is with these feelings that I embark on my humble effort, to portray the picture of the battlefield as realistically and accurately as I saw and witnessed. I was privileged to watch the operations very closely, in detail and as such truly reflective of the happening on the ground. Equally, I had close and intimate contacts, at different levels of command. I had seen the operations mostly in the role of airborne eyes. It provided a graphic picture of the details as on a sand model. It is my earnest effort to enthuse and entrain that spirit, Since, I operated only in the area of CHAMB and SIALKOT Sector, my rendition, will be confined to these operations. A brief description of RUNN OF KUTCH operations is included as a presage, since one flight of my Squadron took part in that. Operation. 

It is a pity that our planners denuded our main strike force in the KHEM KHARAN Sector, of its requisite element of command and control. It was not provided with a fully integrated Army Aviation support. It was launched in a most hap hazard manner and part of an uncoordinated plan. It proved to be one of the biggest mistakes of the war. The vital ground that we gained, we could not hold only because there was no effective command and control. The vital sector was left void of fully integrated Army Aviation They had no involved and dedicated Air borne eyes to guide them, provide them timely information and help in keeping, the cohesion and unity of command.  Most importantly, the wisdom of moving of HQ 7 Div from Balloki to Chamb area is not understood. It had been tasked, with 1 Armd Div under its command, to carry out offensive operations in that sector. I believe there were other options too, but the plan of attack in the area of Khem Kharan was also one of the options,

THE RANN OF KUTCH.  

Soon after I took over the Squadron, trouble started to brew in the area of Rann of Kutch.  This dispute was centering around the area between the former Province of Sind (India) and Kutch (India).  The area is mostly waste marshy lands.  Even the dispute dates back to 1843.

Before partition, three attempts were made to settle this dispute.  The details are as follows: _
a) First Attempt: - The first attempt was made in 1908 when the Kutch Govt wanted to bring the entire area under their exclusive control.  To this the Sind Govt objected.  Some meetings were held, but the question remained undecided due to the death of Rao of Kutch.

b) Second Attempt: - This time the matter was referred to a commission in 1908.  It resulted in a kind of compromise, under which the Sind Govt agreed to surrender half of the area to Kutch.  About the remaining half, no clear    decisions were taken as to the boundaries and the area remained undemarcated.  This gave rise to multifarious administrative difficulties, particularly in the border 

Areas where no effective control could be maintained.  This led to numerous incidents like harboring of bad characters by side, lifting cattle’s and other animals, the police and the revenue authorities clashing over their jurisdictions and many other such like disputes.

c) Third Attempt: - The Govt of India finally intervened in 1938 and a survey party was sent to demarcate Sind-Kutch boundaries.  The Mukhtar of Kutch accepted the claim of Mukhtar of Sind, to the half of the territory.  This became infructous as the authorities of Kutch later backed out and refused to accept the decision.
Thus consequently, this dispute was inherited by the Govt of Pakistan at the time of partition.  Sind Govt maintained its claim over half of the area. After partition India started to develop a Naval Base at KANDALA North of Kutch.  They also planned to ink this base, with Rajastan and Central India, by Railway line via DEESA.  This Railway line was to pass through the RUNN of KUTCH.  When Pakistan realized the strategic importance of this move, they took up the matter with the Govt of India.  While this dispute was the subject of correspondence between the two Govt’s The Indian forces occupied CHHAD BET ON 24/25 February 1956.  This was hitherto, historically under the control of Sind Govt.  Our Border Police withdrew to WINGI and the whole of the area RUNN of KUTCH, came under the control of India.   

The NOON-NEHRU agreement in 1958 and the Sheikh Swaran Singh meeting held from 4 to 11 January, 1960, could not resolve the matter.  Both sides decided to continue studying the relevant material.

While this status quo was being maintained, the Indians decided to build up their troop concentrations in the are a since January 1965.  There were air violations of the area by the Indian Air Force, from February 1965.  At this stage Air Marshal M. Asghar Khan,       

C-IN-C, PAF, called his counterpart in India.  This had an immediate effect and the violations stopped.

On 27/28 March, 1965 the Indians carried a major joint exercise with Combined Army/Naval compliments called “Arrow Head”.  Due to all these moves, Pakistan also retaliated and concentrated its troops in the area.  8 Div, under the command of Major Gen TIKKA KHAN, was moved in the area.  G.O.C. MAHARASTRA and Gujrat area, Major General P.C. GUPTA, MC, had earlier assumed the command of the Indian troops in the area.  He had already undertaken some preliminary operations.

OPERATIONAL DEPLOYYENT
Army Aviation saw its initial battlefield baptism in Rann of Katch.  One flight of No.1 Army Aviation Squadron remained deployed there from middle April, 1965 to 6 May, 1965. 

On arrived at Badin, the pilots immediately started their familiarization of the area of operations. The customs track, BIAR BHET and the entire control line of the un-demarcated international boundary, was extensively flown over. The navigation in the area was very difficult. It was all flat with numerous sand dunes, which too were drifting because of the wind effect. To provide close support to the forward troops, two advanced landing grounds were established at DIPLO and ALI BUNDER. The flight was based at BADIN, but during the day it operated from forward strips.

Regular recce missions were under taken soon after the arrival. Liaison was also maintained with HQ 8 Div, Commanded by Major General TIKKA KHAN, and the other formations and units. Maj. S.M.A TIRMIZI, brought an HX13 helicopter and joined the flight. GOC 8 Div used the helicopter extensively. Every day, he flew out regularly to visit the troops. He used this helicopter to carry ice, fruit and other essential elements to the forward troops.

Some small skirmishes had already taken place. The major operation was the attack at BIAR BHET position. In the earlier attacks on 9 April 1965, 51 Inf. Bde. Had captured DING and SARDAR POST. I had arrived in the area and had the opportunity to see it.

On 26 April, 1965, 6 Bde under command of Brig. IFTIKHAR JANJUA (Later Maj. Gen.) was ordered to attack and capture BIAR BHET. 2 FF Bn, under the command of Lt. Col. Iqbal Ahmed (Later General) led the attack. The Bde Commander was right behind the attacking infantry battalion. The attack was supported by Artillery fire and the Army Aviators successfully and effectively under took the artillery shoots. The Indians 

abandoned the positions, leaving behind a lot of equipment and ammunition. During the adjustment of the artillery fire by Army Aviators, a big Indian ammunition depot at DHARMSALA was blown up. It was never clear as to whether the Depot blew up accidentally or as a result of artillery fire adjustment by Army Aviators. At night a strange panic gripped the infantry positions at BIAR BHET. A convoy of 10-15 vehicles with their full lights was approaching the position from the direction of the enemy. Own troops considered these to be enemy tanks and were totally baffled. They considered these to be some strange new tactics by the enemy. Own troops opened up with all their weapons including the RR’s. The artillery observer Maj. Riaz-ul-Haq Malik called for artillery fire. This game went on the whole night. Neither the enemy vehicles were advancing forward nor our own troops would venture to move and probe the positions of the vehicles. At dawn, it was revealed that these vehicles were part of a convoy. These vehicles were 3 Ton MUKTIMAN and were carrying rations and supplies and had lost their way during the night. The drivers and the other crews had hidden themselves underneath the vehicles the whole night. They did not venture to run back to make their escape and were all captured the next morning.   

Since there was no enemy air force operating in the area, the L-19 were flying at an altitude of 3000-5000 feet. This provided a very wide coverage of the area and gave the Army Aviators a very good over view. Army Aviation flew regularly; carrying out recce missions with all the formations and did urgent casualty evacuations. Lt. Col. N.K. BABAR, CO 3 Army Aviation Squadron, also came in the area and volunteered to fly as a helicopter pilot. During my visit I was accompanied by Lt. Col. Saeed Qadir, Co 199 Engineering Battalion, which provided the maintenance support.  GOC 8 Div, the staff and the other unit/formation commanders were all full of praise of the support being rendered by Army Aviation. SSG was also assisted in their recce for any possible launching in the area.

On the return flight from BADIN, I encountered very bad weather. On landing at SARGODHA, in the met briefing, I was advised of very adverse weather conditions. Low 

And heavy clouds with heavy rain and poor visibility were the forecast. I was advised not to proceed further. Considering that it was important to get back to base, I decided to fly out from SARGODHA to DHAMIAL. Accompanying me was Maj. K.S. Ghalib in another L-19 and Lt. Col Saeed Qadir was sitting on the rear seat in the L-19 being flown by me.  With great difficulty the salt range was crossed. It was raining very heavily and the cloud base was very low. After clearing the salt range, the flight to DHAMIAL had to be undertaken at a very low attitude so as to keep visual close contract with the ground. The familiarity of the area, being the local flying area of DHAMIAL BASE helped. With great difficulty the two aircraft reached the SOWAN River. As a sense of complacency was beginning to set in, that we have made it to DHAMIAL Base, the aircraft suddenly hit a heavy down pour. The strong rain just made a thick wall of pouring water with no forward or downward visibility. The aircraft with great difficulty took a blind turn back. I had already briefed Ghalib, who was to follow me, to turn back immediately as soon as he saw I turn.  As I emerged safely out of the thick and blinding rain.  I saw Ghalib’s aircraft ahead of me.  I was relieved. There were other close calls in my Aviation career, but this was the closest to having a fatal accident. I was lucky I had accident free flying career throughout my stay in the Army Aviation. 

DHAMIAL BASE, which was so close, still proved to be too far. The aircraft flew back to CHAKWAL. The parking and the security arrangements were made. We took to the comfort of the hospitality of Attock Oil Refinery Camp at BALKASSAR. We stayed the night with Masud, a golfer friend.  He was a keen golfer and was well known to his unexpected guests. Through the communication links of the Attock Oil Refinery, messages were sent to Dhamial Base and the families of these officers, informing them that the aircraft had safely landed at Chakwal. This put at rest all the panic that was gripping Dhamial Base due to these missing aircraft.

After performing regular and routine missions of recce, liaison, Command and Control and some casualty evacuations, the flight of L-19 aircraft and the H X 13 helicopter returned to DHAMIAL on 6 May, 1965.  

7 Div Concentration

First operational move that the 1 Army Aviation Squadrons made was when it was placed under Command 7 Div. The squadron moved to Balloki Head works and remained deployed there from end May 1965-end June 1965. 7 Div with 1 Armd Div under command, had been assigned the operational mission in that sector. It was to act as the main strike force.  HQ 7 Div was located at Balloki Head works. 1 Sqn was deployed along the LRB canal. For this op, GOC 7 Div carried out a very detailed and thorough planning. GOC 1 Armd Div however, remained a bit indifferent participant.  Lieut General Altaf Qadir had complained to me personally, that GOC1 Armd Div did not take any interest in the plans and often slept during operational briefings.  He personally took up this matter with General Musa and requested that he be replaced with some other Commander.  Why no heed was paid to this advice, will remain a mystery!  I had earlier seen the shallowness of his command capabilities, when I had served under him at Kharian.  In the launching of 1 Armored Division at KHEM KARAN, on 8 Sept, 1965, the fiasco committed could easily have been foreseen and averted.  No one had any doubt about the professional incompetence of Maj. Gen. Naseer.  Why was he given the command of the most important and the key strike force of the Army? It was the single most important betrayal of 1965 war. Where lay the responsibility?  Surely at the door steps of General Musa and General Ayub, who had inflicted him in command of the most important and vital formation of the Army.  I was associated with the plans in some details.  These were on the lines of the ones formulated by 7 Div, when I was G II (Ops) at that HQ.  They had the best chance of success.  GOC 7 Div, Lt. Gen. Altaf Qadir, literally burnt midnight oil in the meticulous planning and preparation of his plans. Why he was suddenly posted to CENTO, one failed to understand? But when Lt. Gen. Altaf Qadir received the orders, he was literally in tears. This I term as the second most important betrayal committed by the Army high command. The Sqn was moved back to DHAMIAL by end of June 1965. It kept waiting in the wings there.     

Battle Field

The time for the battlefield test arrived late in August 1965.  I was called by the Base Commander, Colonel A.B Awan, and he asked me to report to General Officer Commanding 7 Division, located near Gujarat at Jalalpur.  The move of the Squadron was carried out on 30 August 1965.  I with a small group moved to Jalalpur and the rest of the squadron was concentrated at Gujarat Airfield. In the meeting with GOC 7 Division, Major General A.M. Yahya Khan, I was informed, that 7 Division Headquarters, had been moved to this sector with a specific mission. I was told that on 1 September 1965, 12 Division was to launch its attack at Chamb. The phase-1, which was securing of the line of River Munawar TAWI, was to be followed in the phase-11 with the objective of capture of AKHNUR. Major General Yahya, further told me that after the launching of the Operations on 1 September 1965 by 12 Divisions, under the Command of Major General Akhtar Ali Malik, Major General Yahya along with the HQ 7 Division, had been specifically positioned in the area, to relieve Major General Akhtar Malik and assume command of the operations in Chamb-Jaurian Sector. He further told me, that at what time and stage of the operations, he will take over, he did not know. But General Headquarters would decide the time for change of command.
This is just a prelude to the Army Aviation earning its battlefield spurs. The Army Aviation had already seen limited operations in the Northern Areas of 12 Div area of responsibility. Casualty evacuations, facilitating of Command and Control were generally the missions being regularly performed.   But the drums of war had begun to beat louder.  The Indians began carrying out limited offensive operations across the L of C, in retaliation to the rising activities of the Mujahedeen in occupied Kashmir, under the operational plan “GIBRALTOR”. These INDIAN counter operations were assuming serious proportions.  They had to be neutralized.  It is in this backdrop that the OPERANTION “GRAND SLAM” had been dovetailed with “OPERATION IBRALTAR”. So a decision had been taken to exercise the option of launching a major operation across the L of C at CHAMB.

Before describing these operations in detail, a brief summation in essence may provide a gist of the performance of the Pakistan Army in 1965 war. This may serve to highlight the over all spirit. And the way the war was pursued at different levels of command.

From all accounts made by different writers of the 1965 War, none is more descriptive than that AAA’s saved Pakistan. The three A’s were Allah, Air and Artillery. This may be rather an over simplification of the account. Armour may not have played any key role in the other sectors or may be it performed poorly, but the battles of PHILLARAUH and CHAWINDA were basically armour battle. Both artillery and air are supporting arms and no doubt played their role admirably. But the “A” for armour cannot be ignored, at least in this sector. Thus the triple “A’s” must read quadruple “A’s”. It is true, that it is due to these  four elements that the Pakistan Army, not only blunted the Indian attack, but after 17 September 1965, was in a very strong position to take it to a decisive conclusion before cease fire was enforced. Through a bold plan it could embrace even the capture of Samba. This and many others options were only conceived and planned. Why they were not executed and all the possible planned objectives remained illusive? The most charitable comments that can be offered is, that it was only due to some reasons of failings in the qualities of head and heart, at critical levels of command.  

When we discuss the A AAA’s we need some more detailed and specific appraisal. Of the blessings of Allah the God Almighty and  his divine wisdom, guidance and the fortitude provided to this nation by him in this crisis, we cannot perceive even a comment What role  Divine hand played in these times of national destiny, one could only feel and be inspired, but is hard to describe. But the contributions made by the Armour, Air and Artillery in the conduct of 1965 war, needs a closer scrutiny and evaluation. Without taking any credit away from them, we do need to ponder as to whether they received any close intimate and effective support from any other organizations or quarters, to render them so effective or not. At this stage a brief comment would suffice. As the events of the War keep unfolding themselves, the role of the support they received from Army Aviation will keep prove itself.  

Coming to the account of 1965 War and evaluating the role of Army Aviation, needs correct military perspective. This can be best described in tandem to the operations on the ground and specific description of the performance by the Army Aviation in support of these. 

 Army Aviation at this stage consisted of Base HQ and three Aviation Squadrons, comprising of 1, 2 and 3 Army Aviation Squadrons.  The entire Army Aviation had an integrated maintenance and logistic support, consisting of 199 Aviation EME Battalion, and an Ordnance Depot. The base was being commanded by Colonel A.B. Awan. The squadrons were commanded by Lieutenant Colonel M.M. Mahmud, Commanding Officer No 1 AA Sqn, Lt. Col Mohammad Khan, Commanding Officer No 2 AA Sqn and Lt. Col N.U.K. Babar was Commanding No 3 Sqn. Number 1 and Number 2 squadrons were equipped with L-19 aircraft and No.3 Squadron which was raised in 1964 had the latest induction of H x 13 helicopters. 

Army Aviation at this stage was totally unarmed and it saw its induction in the 1965 war, truly in the proverbial phrase of unarmed into Battle. The battlefield spurs that the Army Aviation won, were in this modest shape and form. Undaunted, full of devotion, these dedicated officers, who represented a happy blend of professional soldiers and technocrats as pilots, integrated themselves with the ground troops with ease and full understanding of each other. 

On 1 September 1965, when at 0300 hours with the firing of the guns and the launching of the ground offensive at 0500 hours, operations in CHAMB rolled off; the Army Aviation had fully assumed its place in the battle along side with the ground troops. They integrated themselves within one day of their arrival in the area. This proved a happy and effective blend. The whole transition of the squadron to form a complementary team with Head Quarter 7 Div. was made smoothly and almost instantaneously, as I was fully familiar with all the staff and commanders at the Div. Headquarters. It proved very cohesive and paved way for excellent team work.  The events of war as they unfold themselves would provide ample credence to the statement.  A flight of 2 AA Squd. Had earlier moved to BHIMER. On my arrival in the area, it came under my Command.  Throughout the CHAMB operations, I carried out all the planning and co-ordination of the total Army Aviation effort in the area. The flight under Major Rabbani had been already assigned to 12 Div. and had integrated itself in the operational plans of 12 Div. 

Before recording the historical events of the 1965 War and the role played by the Army Aviation in support of it, we should pause and reflect on the role assigned to the Army Aviation. When we changed the traditional Air OP role to embrace the overall concept of Army Aviation role in 1964, it was a big quantum jump. From purely the simple role of adjusting Arty Fire as Air OP, Army Aviation was embarking on a very ambitious role, as a full fledged Combat Arm of the Army. The different teachings & definitions of the role of Army Aviation can best be defined and summarized under the following parameters:-

a. Battlefield Surveillance

b. Command and Control

c. Mobility

d. Fire Power

e. Adjustment of Artillery Fire

f. Casualty Evacuation

The Army Aviation in Pakistan was still in its infancy in 1965. It was in transition. The capability for any physical mobility to act as a force multiplier none existed. The only mobility that it could provide was to enhance the mental ability of the field commanders to take quick and timely decisions. This is a very vital factor. The Army Aviation had no integral firepower capability. The entire role that it played has to be evaluated in the concepts enunciated and recorded in that context.

Now the battle. As the tanks and the infantry rolled out of their positions from the FUP, on 1 September 1965 at 0500 hours, the Army Aviation was there alongside with them. 

The plan of attack by 12 Division is enclosed as Anx I. The map of the area is enclosed as Anx 2

It was a two pronged attack. In the North No. 4 Sector, under Brig. Hameed, attacked with 5 & 19 AK bn and 8 AK Bn was in reserve. An adhoc armour squadron was under command. It’s objectives in phase 1 were destruction of enemy WEST of TAWI, in LALEAL, DEWA, SAKRANA and CHAMB sectors. In the South 102 Bde commanded by Brig. Zafar Ali Khan, was tasked in the phase 1, to capture area west of Tawi, including MANDIALA-ULLAN WALI, PIR JAMA in the area. The Bde attacked with 11 Cav, followed by 9 and 13 Punjab and was to capture CHAK NAWAN-CHAK PANDIT by 0900 Hrs 1 September.

In phase 11 was the Capture of CHAMB-SAKRANA by 9 Punjab supported by 11 Cavalry by 1200 Hrs. 1 September.

The attacks from both the directions proceeded on time and some sporadic resistance and delay was caused by enemy positions and pockets at different places. The terrain posed some problem to armour and delayed the advance of 11 Cavalry initially. But the advance kept rolling.  At places some strong resistance came from some locations. The accurate and effective fire of the enemy recoilless rifles took some toll of our tanks. But the operations kept making due progress. Some positions were by passed and the others reduced. The tanks, the infantry and the ground observers kept dealing with the resistance very effectively. The role of Army Aviation remained rather subdued. Some odd arty shoots were taken. Again, the role of battlefield surveillance, command and control remained at a very low key. Maj. Gen. Akhtar Malik was leading the attack himself. He remained close to the front line troops and perhaps purposely was not in communication even with his TAC HO. This did not provide any close links for the Army Aviation with the field commanders. The undulating ground provided reasonably good observation in the area and the airborne eyes were not required to supplement that.  

The evening of 1 September saw some excitement for the Army Aviation. Some L-19 aircraft and H x 13 helicopters were flying in the area to have an overall view of the battlefield. The customary fog of war was there.  The Army Aviation though was active but did not perceive any clear picture of the battlefield. The overall mood was sober. Suddenly there was a buzz of excitement. At about 1600 Hrs, four enemy aircraft appeared and started attacking our ground troops. As these aircraft dived in their attack runs, our own fighters majestically picked them up. Within, a very short span of time, all the four Indian aircraft were shot down. The interception of these aircraft was at such a very low altitude that none of the enemy pilots could bail out and were all killed. This thrilling encounter of the first air battle, was witnessed from an L-19 by Air Marshal Nur Khan, the C-IN-C of PAF, Lt Col N.U.K. Babar and myself, flying in H-13 hell’s, I along with Capt. Askree, the pilot of H x 13 helicopter, landed at one of the sights of the crash and picked up a piece of the wreckage. It was the insignia of the Indian Air Force. This was kept as a war trophy.

Just as this excitement was dying out, Lt. Col. N.K.Babar, who was milling around in the area in an HX13, inflicted upon himself a totally unique and an unparalleled incident. This needs to be recorded and elaborated. It was getting to be the evening of 1 Sep. Our troops had approached CHAMB. In the process of their advance, they had by passed some INDIAN positions on their way. The enemy troops in those positions were raising white flags as a gesture of their intention to surrender. 13 L and 6 FF had by-passed a position held by a company of SIKH Regiment. As both 13 L and 6 FF, were pursuing their advance to their objective CHAMB, they could not spare any effort or time to round them up, take them prisoners and then transport them to the rear. This position was POUR picket. An Hx13 helicopter, which had Lt. Col. N.K. Babar, Maj. A.L. AWAN and Capt. AKRAM on board, was looking around in the area and saw the raising of while flags from this position. The whole incident is best described by Lt. Col. N.K. Babar himself. A complete account of this is re-produced in his own words. There can be no conventionally defined opinions offered on this episode. Was it initially an act of bravery or stupidity to land the helicopter in close proximity to this enemy position! Did this initial act not later assume a role of most unique form of personal bravery? Let the readers form their own opinion and judgment. 

“3 Army Aviation Squadron (Rotary Wing) had been directed to provide a helicopter for the transportation of Brig. ISHAQ (The then Bde Commander at RAWALAKOT) from Murree to Rawalakot on 1 Sep. 65  Since it was conventional to dispatch two helicopters on mission in AZAD KASHMIR, and in this case too, two helicopters were detailed.  In the first helicopter were Lt. Col. (later Maj. General) NASIR ULLAH BABAR, and the 2ic Maj. (Later Lt Col) ABDUL LATIF AWAN. The second helicopter had Capt. (later Colonel) Late MOHD AKRAM and one other pilot.

On arrival at MURREE it was learnt that the PAKISTAN ARMY had launched an offensive operation in area CHAMB and that the leading elements (11 CAV) were in the vicinity of the town of Chamb. The helicopters took off and on landing at RAWALAKOT the news remained the same that the leading elements were on the outskirts of CHAMB. After having finished their work, it was suggested to Brig. ISHAQ that we should proceed to CHAMB. The Brig. readily agreed as it would afford him an opportunity of meeting his Commander (Gen. AKHTAR MALIK). Resultantly we left for CHAMB via BHIMBER (HQ 4 Sector) so as to obtain the latest information of the prevailing overall situation. At BHIMBER, the information remained the same. After partaking in a quick lunch, we left for PADHAR and landed in the gun position, in PADHAR Nullah. Since we neither had maps nor were familiar with the area, it was decided to ascertain the general direction of CHAMB from the GPO. At this stage, Brig. ISHAQ decided to go back to MURREE as he had scheduled a meeting in the evening. He was sent back to MURREE in the other helicopter.
In the other helicopter, Self, Maj. Awan and Capt. AKRAM took off and proceeded towards the indicated direction. Enroute, we located an enemy post, which had not been attacked and was on a flank and in considerable depth. When overhead, I asked Maj. AWAN to land so that we could pick up a couple of weapons as souvenirs. Maj. AWAN suggested that we involve in the venture on the return journey. Thus we proceeded further, but could not locate a suitable HQ or a Comd vehicle and in consequence. Maj. AWAN, suggested that we return, as it was getting late in the afternoon.

As we turned back, we learnt on the ARC-44, that Brig. (Later Lt. Gen.) HAMID KHAN had been ambushed. We endeavored to inform them that if they could see the helicopter, they should direct us to their position, so that we could pick up Brig. HAMID. While busy in this conversation, we again came over the same enemy position and I asked Maj. AWAN to land. He mentioned about some people being in the post, but being busy with ARC-44, I did not truly understand the implications.

As the helicopter touched down, I jumped out and with the only weapon one had (the flying cap-akin to the current golf cap), I asked the men to stand up. It then dawned on us that there was a very large body of troops, in the post (later it transpired that it was a company post of 5th Sikh Light Infantry and as customary in the Indian Battalions, they had the heavy weapons-Mortar, RR, and light Machine Gun element from a RAJPUT Battalion). Still carried by the desire of souvenirs, I informed Maj. AWAN to land on the main bunker, while I walked into the post, got a couple of weapons and we would take off in the helicopter. Maj. AWAN, to his credit, convinced me that there may be a minefield around the post. I called out to a Sikh soldier to come over and on my ascertaining, he confirmed that there were mines along the barbed wire. I asked him to lead the way into the post. As I walked in, AWAN brought over the helicopter and landed on the main bunker. On inquiry, I was informed that they had been subjected to some shelling and there were a few wounded lying in the bunker. I moved into the bunker and lifting the blanket from each man, I found that there were a couple dead and another couple who had been injured. The Company Commander, Maj. NEGI had left the post on the plea that he was proceeding to fetch some rations. A subedar was in charge of the post.

On emerging from the bunker, I saw two enemy aircraft approaching from the SOUTH-possibly, having seen the helicopter. I immediately rushed and waived to Maj. AWAN about the impending air attack. The Indian aircraft made a pass over but did NOT open fire and turned around to make the next pass as to attack the helicopter/position. The helicopter had in the meantime taken off and left the position. I then ordered the men to go to the ground as the aircraft were again approaching on their mission. However, before they could reach the post they were hit by one F-86 Sabre and crashed ahead of the position.

I then directed the men to place their rifles on the parapet and move out. After having moved them out, I asked the S JCO to fall them in ranks. Realizing that the main objective i.e. souvenirs had been overlooked, I asked one of the OR’s, to go into the position and fetch two rifles (brand new G IIIs)! Observing that the Rajputs (heavy Weapons) were a little sullen and may react adversely, they were placed at the head of the column and the march towards the PAKISTAN FDL’s, was made. After about three miles, I met (Late) Maj. (later Maj. Gen.) ABDULLAH SAEED moving forward with his battalion. I requested him to take over the prisoners but he refused, indicating that his troops were moving forward towards CHAMB. This march continued and at dusk we arrived at MOEL post (total distance about 7 miles). Here we stopped and asked for some tea and as I was anxious about the helicopter, I made inquiries and was informed that it had safely reached KHARIAN. After tea the march started again towards PADHAR (the Bde HQ) about 3-4 miles away. It was dark but there being a full moon, movement was possible. At about 2000 hrs we reached the Bde HQ at PADHAR (now taken over by the HQ Corps Arty). I made the men sit in the volleyball ground and proceeded to the 

Officers Mess. I met Late Brig. Amjad Chaudhary and his staff and informed them about the men. They were in great disbelief and they came over to see the Indian troops (around 75-78) sitting in the ground. I once again made a request for vehicles to move the prisoners to BHIMBER, but the request was turned down on the plea that the Corps Arty was being re-deployed and in consequence NO vehicles were available. However, I was informed that some bridging equipment had been moved to TAWI and on return the vehicles would be made available.

At around 2 AM the vehicles arrived and I directed the men to show me their battalion embossing drill and they complied with great efficiency.

At around 4 AM we reached the Sector HQ at BHIMBER and the panic about escorts etc started. I handed over the men and went off to sleep. At around 10 AM, the helicopter arrived and brought me back to DHAMIAL, along with the souvenirs. Late Colonel (later Lt. General) AB AWAN received us and admonished me for recklessness. I presented one of the rifles to the Army Aviation Mess and kept the other (still remains with me).

The OR’s when interrogated by the Intelligence, narrated the events. Later, that evening at the President’s Press Conference, the DG ISI, and Brig. RIAZ brought the event to the notice of the President and requested that the news be released to the Press, as it would help in raising the morale of our troop.

Since I had NOT contacted any one in person, varied reports of the incident were published in the Press-some indicating that it was a PAF helicopter.

Subsequently, in recognition of this singular act, I was awarded the Sitara-e-Jurat. PS It later transpired that the position was a Company post (PAUR) and as nature acts in its own mysterious way, I was granted another immediate award of SITARA-E-JURAAT (within 100 yards of the area) in the 1971 war. At that time I was commanding 111 Bde”                       

As these first excitements were dying out, 11 Cav had reached Chamb.  The accounts are rather conflicting, but it appears that between 1100- 1200 hrs they had reached the out skirts of Chamb. The enemy RR’s which had been well sighted in the Chamb area had knocked out a few of our tanks. At what time Chamb was captured, it is not clear.  But by far from all accounts, the area West of River Tawi was captured by the evening and the operation for the establishment of a bridgehead across Tawi had started. By first light 2 September, some elements were struggling to make a foothold across the Eastern Bank of River TAWI. There was a lot of confusion as many vehicles had bogged down in the bed of River TAWI. There was no enemy resistance, but the Bridge Head had not been fully established. 

On the morning of 2 September, COC 7 div was flown from his HQ at Jalalpur to BHOJPUR which was the location of TAC HQ 102 Bde in an H x 13 helicopters. From there the pilots of the two helicopters, along with me flew to Kharian. Gen. Musa, C-in-C, accompanied by Brig. A.A. Bilgrammi arrived in a U-8F, flown by Maj. Kureshy and. Maj. Madni.  From Kharian, Gen. Musa and Brig. A.A. Bilgrami, were flown in 2 H x 13 helicopters to HQ 102 Bde, The GOC 7 Div, had been earlier dropped there. On arrival there, Gen. Musa tried to contact Gen. Akhtar Ali Malik, GOC 12 Div.  GOC 12 Div was not in communication with any one, either on the wireless or on line.  After a lot of hectic efforts, he finally was traced in the area of Chamb, where he was busy expediting the re-deployment of the guns of 4 Corps Artillery. This re-deployment was urgent as after the crossing of River TAWI and for advance beyond that, the range of the guns was required.  With a lot of efforts, a message was finally conveyed to GOC 12 Div through the Headquarters 4 Corps Artillery, to come to HQ 102 Bde. Very reluctantly he arrived. At the HQ 102 Bde, Gen. Musa gave the orders for GOC 7 Div to assume the Command of the operations.  After receiving the orders of the change over in command, Maj. General Akhtar Ali Malik appeared out of the Bunker.  I along with a few other officers’ was standing there.  As he approached us, he had tears in his eyes and remorsely he said; “I wanted to conduct the operation to its fateful conclusion.  I have been told to proceed to Murree and take over my command of 12 Div.”  The change of Command took place quite smoothly and the Army Aviation did facilitate in the change over. But this change did result in some delay in the execution of the operations. The orders for establishment of Bridge Head, as planned earlier and under execution, were further elaborated by GOC 7 Div. By 19.15 Hrs on 2 September, the bridgehead was establishment by 10 Bde, with 6 FF and 13 Lancers in the South and by 4 Sector in the North.

It was a fateful decision!  Was it with any specific intent?  Did it have the purpose to glorify Major General Yahya Khan, who was already being groomed as the next C-IN-C?   Was General Ayub under some specific instructions, from his masters, not to push the advance so far as to result in the inevitable capture of AKHNUR? Could it possibly be that if Maj. General Akhtar Malik had captured AKHBUR, he would have become a National Hero! Did this impose any alarming signal for General Ayub?  They all defy answers, as no one has ever explained the reasons for it.  However, inalienable fact is that it did cause a definite delay in the progress of the battle.  Major General Akhtar Malik had envisaged in his planning, the capture of AKHNUR within 72 hour’s of the start of the operations.  In my estimation it was possible, as Akhtar Malik had clearly shown all his intents and posture of his aggressiveness in command.  How critical was this delay, is a mute point, as no definitive yardstick is available to determine this.  It is only a guessing game! A copy of a letter which Maj General Akhtar Malik wrote to his brother from ANKARA, gives some idea of his frustrations, Attached as ANX 3. It suggests that the change of command, which he describes as defecto, had already taken place at the very first day of the operations after the fall of Chamb.  He describes this to the fact that Brig. Azmat Hayat, Brigade Commander of 10 Brigade, had broken of all wireless communications with him.  He further describes that as he tore into him the next day, he sheepishly and nervously informed him, that, “He was Yahya’s Brigadier”.  He classifies it as a betrayal of many dimensions.  I am personally not inclined to agree with this assessment and analysis.  I was a privy to and was in close touch with Major Gen. Yahya Khan.  I believe no such instructions were given by Maj. Gen. Yahya to Brig. Azmat Hayat, not to receive any further orders from Maj. Gen. Akhtar Malik.  The conduct of Brig. Azmat speaks for it all.  Not only he remained out of communication with GOC 12 Div. on first September 1965, but he kept repeating the same practice and act even with GOC 7 Div. later.  In my presence, Maj. Gen. Yahya, on 3rd September 1965 rebuked him in the foulest possible language for remaining out of wireless contact with him.  That he pleaded with Gen. Musa and Maj. Gen. Yahya that he is allowed to go up to AKHNUR, even under the command of Maj. Gen. Yahya, is most probably true.  There was a vociferous and I assume even heated discussions inside the bunker, close to which we were standing.  There is no doubt that the change of command definitely delayed in the capture of AKHNUR.

On the morning of 3 September, GOC 7 Div gave orders for the break out from the bridge head. He ordered 10 Bde to secure Jaurian by last light on 3 September. Out line plan of Commander 10 Bde was as follows: -Anx 4
a. 6 FF (Northern Bn) sp by 13 L less Sqn to breakout from area

PALANWALA at 1300 hrs along gen axis CHAMB-

AKHNUR. Initially mask KALIT and adv up to nullah/rd  

June 7367 and sweep southwards to secure JAURIAN.                                  

b. 14 PUNJAB (Southern Bn) sp by one Sqn 13 L to breakout at

1230 hrs. Initially secure NAWAN HAMIRPUR and there 

After adv eastwards along the river to threaten the enemy left flank  

In order to facilitate securing of JAURIAN.

                 c.   13 PUNJAB in res.

In the North 6 FF and 13 L met increasing resistance from enemy armour, RR’s and infantry. It advanced beyond PALANWALA. The opposition stiffened as own troops approached TROTI. Enemy had flooded the paddy fields which made the movement off the roads difficult for both A and B Ech vehicles. But despite the odds, 13L GP contacted TROTI posn. by 1730 hrs.

In the South 14 Punjab gp met light opposition from NAWAN HAMIRPUR. The progress was also slow because of the bad going and flooded fields which separated infantry from FEch vehicles. During the night ¾ September, they could not reach far enough beyond NAWAN HAMIRPUR to influence the situation at TROTI. The Brigade Commander 10 Brigade, Brigadier Azmat, showed total lack of will.  In addition to the factors mentioned above, the responsibility for the delay in the capture of AKHNUR Bridge, laid directly on the shoulders of Commander 10 Brigade.  He exercised no command and control, lacked all initiate and was acting as a silent bystander to the events.  He just allowed the operations to drift along and take its own course.  He showed no sense of purpose and urgency in his command as was dictated by the situation. 

Since a stalemate had ensued at TROTI, GOC 7 Div ordered 6 Bde to take over defense astride River TAWI from 102 Bde. 102 Bde was ordered to concentrate at PAHARIWALA 6363 and Commence advance through the gap in the 10 Bde positions and the hills to its North.  

In the South, 10 Bde was ordered to continue clearing en opposition in area Jaurian and clear the line of SAHABANWALA KHAD without delay. 102 Bde in the North and 10 Bde in the South were further instructed to secure the line of KANGAR NALA by last light 4 September and the line GARAH- FATWAL Pt 968(8063) by first light 05 September.

In support of this operation elaborate artillery support had been planned.  Enemy positions at TROTI and JAURIAN were to be softened by heavy artillery support, before attack by 10 Bde on first light 4 September. The earlier plan of capture of JAURIAN 

By 10 Bde, by last light 3 September, could not be accomplished. The main factors impeding the progress were lack of detailed information about the enemy strength and dispositions occupying TROTI and JAURIAN positions, the flooded paddy fields, lack of adequate Communications within the formation, lack of functional chain of Command and Control and above all the timid mind of the Brigade Commanders.

On first light 4 September, I along with GOC 7 Div flew in an H x 13 helicopters from his HQ at JALALPUR to CHAMB. At the helipad, Commander 4 Corps Artillery, Brig. Amjad Ali Chaudhary met GOC 7 Div. When the GOC inquired about the position on the ground, Commander 4 Corps Artillery explained that the fire plan was fired on time. After the lifting of the own artillery fire, the main attack had to go in at first light. But according to his information, there was no movement on the ground. GOC 7 Div inquiringly looked at me.  I told the GOC, that I will go and carry out a detailed recce.  Flying in the H x 13 helicopter, I and Capt Askree, the pilot of H x 13, flew across TAWI to the TROTI position. As we approached the area, we found the whole position of TROTI and JAURIAN completely covered under a smoke and dust umbrella caused by our heavy artillery fire.  We carried out a detailed recce of the entire positions at TROTI and JAURIAN.  Through the gaps in the smoke and dust, devastation caused by own artillery fire on the enemy positions was clearly visible.  A lot of vehicles and other equipment were still burning and there was hardly any movement in the area.  We flew very low over the enemy position and made a very brief touch down in an open area.  It was rather amazing and surprising that we did not attract any ground fire.  The estimate and assessment was that as a result of the heavy artillery fire, Enemy positions at TROTI and JAURIAN had been pulverized and paralyzed.  Whatever, their strength left behind in these positions; the enemy was in no position to offer any stiff resistance.  An overall opinion and appreciation was made.  It suggested, that these positions must be by- passed from the North and the South.  Whatever, enemy positions had been left behind in the areas; they could be reduced and mopped up later.  With this clear perception made of the position as obtained on the ground, I first landed near TROTI and met 21 C, 6 FF.  On inquiring, Maj. (Later Brig) Anwar-ul-Haq (ND) told me that their F echelons had not arrived and because of that, they were not in a position to attack TROTI as planned.  I then flew to South.  There we first met Lt Col ATA, CO 8 Med and through his guidance later located Commander 10 Bde, Brig. Azmat. When I asked him about the progress on the ground, he explained that 14 Punjab was ordered to advance along River Chenab, but his HQ had lost contact with them.  With this breakdown of communications and lack of adequate information about his units, he was in no position to advance any further.  We then flew and landed in the positions of 13 Lancers.  They were all lined up in a nullah.  The CO 13 Lancers explained that there was heavy enemy fire coming from TROTI position and as such their advance was held up.  I then flew North and met Lt. Col. Siddique CO 8 Baluch and Brig. Zafar Ali Khan in Command 102 Bde.  I was briefed by them that due to rough terrain and light enemy resistance their advance was becoming increasingly difficult.  I gave a detailed report and my assessment of the enemy positions in the area of TROTI and JAURIAN, to all the Bde Comd’s/Co’s that I met. I particularly apprised them of the devastating effect of own arty and tried my best to influence the minds of these Bde/unit commanders.  It was strongly being advised to them, to by pass TROTI and JAURIAN positions from the RIGHT and LEFT flank.  But there was no positive response coming from any one.  Seeing this stalemate on the ground, I flew back to CHAMB.  At the helipad, the GOC 7 Div and Commander 4 Corps Artillery were anxiously waiting for me.  On arrival at the helipad I gave a detailed report of the recce carried out by me.  I particularly emphasized the devastating effect of the artillery fire at TROTI and JAURIAN positions.  I clearly gave out my assessment.  In my opinion, which I perceived as a result of a detailed recce carried out, I was sure that enemy positions and whatever enemy troops were in the area, they were truly shell shocked by the pounding of the Artillery.  In my opinion, I felt that these enemy positions could not offer any stiff resistance.  I strongly suggested that we need not waste time in launching any fresh attacks at these positions.  It was clearly advocated, that these positions be by passed, by 10 Bde from the RIGHT and 102 Bde from the LEFT flank.  It was my clear assessment that any enemy left entrenched in the area, was in such a state that they cannot pose much threat.  I also told GOC 7 Div that I had tried my best to influence the minds of all the field commanders in the area of operations.  It was further suggested to GOC 7 Div, that only he could personally influence the situation.  Maj. Gen. Yahya clearly understood the situation and spontaneously decided to act.  He immediately flew out in the chopper with me to meet the Bde Commanders.  After taking off from the helipad, GOC was first given a very clear and broad aerial view of the ground, enemy dispositions, location of own troops and the big gap between JAURIAN and River Chenab on the RIGHT and JAURIAN and KALI DHAR feature on the LEFT.  Very quickly the GOC sized up the situation.  He agreed fully with my earlier assessment that was given at the CHAMB, helipad.  The helicopter first landed near the TAC HQ of 10 Bde.  GOC was very upset and annoyed with the slow pace of the advance. His tone was rather harsh.  In fact he used most abusive language.  He told 10 Bde Commander to go in the helicopter with me and have the aerial view of the area.  He further told him that I will be showing the big gap between JAURIAN position and River Chenab.  He ordered that 10 Bde should by pass JAURIAN and after having out flanked the enemy position there, they should proceed along the road JAURIAN- AKHNUR.  He further emphasized, that any pockets of resistance at TROTI and JAURIAN, will be mopped up later.  GOC 7 Div then flew to the position of 13 Lancers and 102 Bde. Co 13L, while explaining the situation on the ground informed Major General Yahya, that the enemy fire from TROTI position was holding his advance. Admonishingly, GOC 7 Div told Co 13 Lancers, “The enemy will not be throwing roses petals over you”.  He firmly ordered him to resume his advance immediately.  His orders were clear and precise.  102 Bde along with 13 Lancers less one sqn, were to by pass JAURIAN position from the LEFT flank.  Soon after these precise orders, the advance was resumed.  It did not proceed at the pace that it was envisaged but a clear outflanking maneuver was developed. 

 While 102 Bde was developing the flanking movement from the NORTH and 10 Bde from the SOUTH, Army Aviation remained actively and closely involved with the operations.  At this stage heavy enemy gun fire was successfully holding the advance of own troops.  G-II (ops) 4Corps Artillery, Major Aleem (Later Colonel) ordered the pilot who was flying in the air, providing close support, to silence these guns.  As the pilot Capt. Khalid Saeed, gave the grid reference and started adjustment of arty fire to those positions, G-II Corps Artillery, Major Aleem Afridi recame very perturbed on the wireless.  Rebuking, he was telling the Aerial observer, that own troops had gone beyond the line of this grid reference.  He counter post reminded him that this cannot be the Grid Reference of the enemy gun position, which was holding up our advance. The pilot, Capt. Khalid Saeed, very coolly answered, that since some doubt had been created, and he will fly over the position just to confirm.  As he flew overhead the enemy gun position, small arms and automatic weapons opened up.  The aircraft was riddled with bullets.  The right fuel tank was badly hit and ruptured.  The fuel started profusely gushing into the cockpit.  Capt. Khalid Saeed, kept his nerves and cool composure.  He told Major Aleem, “Now there is no doubt in my mind.  This is the position of the enemy guns, which is withholding the advance of own troops.  Now concentrate all the available guns on this position, at which I have already adjusted the fire and bring down maximum fire”.  He also mentioned, “My aircraft has been hit and that the fuel is gushing into the cockpit.  I am now rushing back to the landing strip lest the aircraft catches fire”.   Capt. Khalid Saeed was lucky that he landed safely and the aircraft did not catch fire.  The intensive and accurate concentration of own guns on this position had its telling effect.  As a result of this fire and also the outflanking moves of 102 Bde and the 10 Bde, the enemy abandoned these positions.  They left behind a complete compliment of 24 guns of their field regiment.  Eight guns were still hooked behind their towers with their engines running and sixteen guns remained deployed in their original positions.  The enemy abandoned them in great haste.  In addition, the en left behind AMX tanks, a lot of other equipment, vehicles and ammunition.  For this gallant act of Capt. Khalid Saeed, his citation for the award of SJ. Was initiated by me # Where this citation was lost, one did not have the time to follow up.  But the deed of Capt. Khalid Saeed did Army Aviation proud. The events of 4 Sep turned out to be very momentous in the operations of JAURIAN. This position was very strongly held by the enemy.  From some estimates, it was composed of 2 Bn’s, a regiment less one Sqn of AMX tanks and supported by a field regiment located in the JAURIAN area and additional medium guns deployed behind that position.  Maj General TIKKA KHAN, along with Lt Col (Later Brigadier) Nur Hussain, went into the area and collected all the booty.

The outflanking moves of 10 Bde from the RIGHT flank and 102 Bde from the LEFT flank, in addition to the direct attack at TROTI and JAURIAN by 6 FF and 13 L had unnerved the enemy. Its position at TROTI and JAURIAN began to crack. The enemy started to abandon these positions and retreat in great haste. The earlier arty fire also had a devastating effect on the en position. By the evening of 4 Sept, enemy had started it’s withdrawal from TROTI and JAURIAN. By the morning of 5 Sep, TROTI and JAURIAN positions had been captured and our troops were advancing on to AKHNUR. Anx 5
In the development of the out flanking move, Army Aviation had played a very central role. First through a detailed, intensive and most accurate assessment of the battlefield situation, Army Aviation had performed the key role of battlefield surveillance. With this accurate information of en disposition, Army Aviation had also very clearly perceived the tactical planning of by-passing these positions, rather than attack these frontally. The stalemate that had ensued at TROTI and JAURIAN had brought about a somewhat break down of command and control of the formations. The F Ech of some units was lost, the Bde commanders had lost contact with some of their units and the momentum of attack at TROTI and JAURIAN had not been fully developed.

Army Aviation had truly provided the most precise and clear picture of the situation. It helped in developing a realistic, dynamic and bold plan of dealing with the enemy opposition at TROTI and JAURIAN. By flying the GOC 7 Div into the area, giving him a professional briefing along with the aerial view of the battlefield, all customary elements of fog of war were cleared very rapidly. In restoring the vital links of command and control, Army Aviation, greatly helped in bringing cohesion of `command and thus further building the momentum of attack. No other examples could better describe the role of Army Aviation in support of Battlefield Surveillance and bringing in the necessary linkages in the effective exercise of Command and Control. These roles were fully complimented by the classic role of Army Aviation in the adjustment of arty fire. The area was kept under surveillance all the time. All demands of aerial observation and 

Adjustment of arty fire was promptly and effectively answered. The capture of 24x25 Pdr guns and a squadron of AMX tanks were the climax of the heroic deeds and the dedication of the Army Aviators in performance of their main missions, i.e. adjustment of Arty Fire.

Earlier in the day, Comd.  4 Sector, Brigadier Hameed, was given the task of capturing the Kalidhar feature on the left flank of the route leading to AKHNUR.  Wireless messages kept pouring in about the progress being made.  It was very heartening and Major Gen. Yahya Khan was very happy at the rapid success that was being achieved.  It was towards the mid day that the Brigade Comd personally gave the message of having captured the peak of the Kalidhar feature.  He was professedly congratulated by Maj. Gen. Yahya Khan.  A little later, a call was made about the heavy enemy counter attack on the positions recently captured on the main feature.  Sometimes later the news was sent that in the face of heavy Indian Attack, the top of the feature has been abandoned and our own troops were now occupying lower slopes on the ridge.  Then again there came the news of another enemy attack at those positions now held by own troops and the story of having to abandon this was repeated.  Alarmingly, further messages kept coming in of our own troops retreating back.  Towards the evening, 4 Sector troops seemed to have returned to the same point from where they had launched their attack in the early morning.  At this stage Maj. Gen. Yahya Khan, suddenly got into hysterical rage.  He was on the wireless himself.  He was shouting at Brig. Hameed, “You (adjectives used which cannot be repeated here). It is now clear to me that you have been doing picture painting to me the whole day.  You never ever moved out of your location.  The whole operation was a farcical description”. Why he did not remove him from his command, I could not personally understand?  But the most ironical thing was that when General Yahya Khan assumed the Command of the Army, he promoted him as Maj. Gen. and then later as Lieut. Gen.  I was totally disillusioned! In utter shock and disbelief my confidence in the higher command of the Army was shaken.  

Soon after JAURIAN position was captured / by passed on the morning of 5 Sept, the advance to AKHNUR proceeded. 10 and 102 Bde spearheaded the advance. In the South, 13 PUNJAB (10 Bde) made a swift movement along the northern bank of River Chenab and cut the road JAURIAN-AKHNUR in the area of DALPAT (10 Bde obj) by 0915 hrs. The adv. of 6 FF and 13 L on FATWAL was held up by enemy rear guards. These enemy posns had to be rounded up through the advance of 14 PUNJAB from the SOUTH. Line of MAWAWALI KHAD was reached in the evening of 5 Sept.  It was estimated that all the enemy, which had fallen back from CHAMB, TROTI and JAURIAN positions, would have taken positions in the foothills of AKHNUR. It was also estimated that at AKHNUR, we would be up against the main def position. Under this misconception, the infantry advancing to AKHNUR, failed to carry out any aggressive patrolling. The Army Aviation was also handicapped. It was getting dark and the observation was very limited. No clear positions regarding en defenses at AKHNUR emerged. The lack of this proper information, proved to be one of the most vital factors of the 1965 war.  We had reached within 3-4 miles of AKHNUR Bridge at River CHENAB. Anx 6  The basic principle, of ruthlessly and aggressively following the retreating enemy, was ignored and not followed.  The forward elements failed to have any zealous approach.  Major General YAHYA KHAN was not forward enough, to personally influence and push them to move on.  It is the irony of fate again, that Comd, 10 Brig, Brig. Azmat was in the lead.  True to his performance on 1, 2, and 3 September, he failed to aggressively pursue his advance to capture the bridge at AKHNUR.  

The retreating en had not picked up the courage to take positions at AKHNUR. In fact they with-drew across the bridge at River Chenab. AKHNUR was abandoned and left empty and un-occupied during the night of 5/6 Sept.  It beckoned just moving in and just capturing the area. It is unfortunate that we failed to achieve our vital objective which had 

been so clearly enunciated in all our operational plans and orders... A crucial mistake was made... Enemy realizing this, occupied AKHNUR positions on the morning of 6 Sep. Maj Gen YAHYA, GOC 7 Div, later realizing this, said that it was the biggest mistake that he hade made in this war.  After this detailed and precise description of the events at AKHNUR, my remarks made in the earlier chapters, would stand out in their correct perspective. Col Aslam Cheema while attending the staff coverage at camberly met with an Indian officer. He told him that they could not understand as what prevented the Pakistan Army from capturing the AKHNUR Bridge. Cheema also had answered no explanation for that.     

On the first light of 6 Sept. I as per the routine of the last few days, I was going to the mess to have my breakfast. GOC 7 Div came rushing out of his caravan. On seeing me, Gen YAHA said that the C-IN-C, Gen Musa was on the line a short while ago. He informed me that Gen Musa had just told him that the Indians had attacked PAKISTAN across the International line. The attack had come at the JASSAR Br, BURKI and KASUR Sector. Gen YAHYA, further said that the C-IN-C had informed him that JASSAR Br had been captured by the enemy. While conveying this news to me, GOC did not believe that the JASSAR Br could have fallen and captured so easily by the enemy.  On my inquiry as to why he did not believe in this, GOC 7 Div remarked that we were too strong in that position. Since this doubt was created, I suggested to GOC 7 Div, that I will go and fly over the area to see the position on the ground. GOC 7 Div gave a very enthusiastic approval of this. When I flew over the JASSAR Br, I clearly saw the fighting taking place across the Bridge; beyond our enclave on the INDIAN side of the Bridge. I flew over the whole of the position of 115 Bde. The close aerial view gave a very re-assuring picture. The assertion of the C-IN-C was proved to be wrong and the assessment of GOC 7 Div, turned out to be correct. The Bridge was intact and in firm control of own 115 Bde.

I then flew to SIALKOT. On my arrival at HQ 15 Div, I noted total confusion about the position at JASSAR.  The GOC Brig Ismail, an officer of Army Supply Control, whose only claim and experience to Command was, that he like General Musa was Persian speaking.  Col S.G. Mehdi, who was my Company Commander at PMA, was Col G.S.  When I informed them both that I had just flown over this position, there was a hush of restless await on their faces. On being told, that the Bridge was intact and that the fighting was taking place across the Bridge in the area of enemy enclave and that 115 Bde positions were firmly intact, there was a sudden gush of exuberance. Col S.G.Mehdi picked up the phone. He was calling DMO at GHQ. He told him that he had disobeyed the orders of HQ 1 Corps for the blowing up of the Bridge at JASSAR.  He further told him that he may be Court Martialled, but he had willfully disobeyed these orders. He was strongly pleading with the DMO, that the HQ 1 Corps had under some misinformed judgment, given these orders.  Brigadier Ismail, was just a passenger at Div HQ and Col Mehdi appeared to be in command.  I had known him and I hoped that with his background, he could grapple with the situation and bring in sanity and composure at the Div HQ.  It was immediately clear, that there was a total lack of proper communications and understandings between Corps HQ and the Div HQ. 

On hearing the news of JASSAR, the telephonic conversation with the DMO and the re-assuring discussions of the overall situation, normalcy was suddenly writ large in the atmosphere of the Div HQ. Col Mehdi told me that on 5 Sept, a DR of the enemy was captured. In the mail that was carried by the DR, there were some letters addressed to the 1 Armd Div. He strongly emphasized that it was clear that the enemy 1 Armd Div, was now located in this area. Col staff gave some important letters and documents in support of it to me and asked me to fly these out to GHQ. It was done promptly. GHQ now had this information on 6 Sept that the enemy 1 Armd Div was in the area SAMBA. But at GHQ there were some apprehensions, lest it was a ploy.  Col Mehdi further told me that I should re-assure Maj General YAHYA that his old formation will not let him down.

I flew back to TAC HQ 7 Div at CHAK PANDIT. GOC 7 Div was waiting very anxiously for the news. When he was informed that his appreciation of our own strength at JASSAR was correct and that the bridge was intact, he very excitedly exclaimed, “Did not I tell you that”. He further said that he as GOC 15 Div had planned the entire defense of the area. He also explained that he had walked the entire area on foot and that he had conceived and planned the defensive plan of the area to the minutest details.  He then 

Remarked that these people are fools, who believe that any major enemy offensive will come at JASSAR Emphatically, he explained, “The logical line of the enemy attack will be CHARWA-CHOBARA-PHILLORAH-CHAWINDA”.  The mention of the names of these places did not ring any bell in my ears, at that time. The names on 6 Sept were totally unfamiliar to me. But how prophetically it was correct. It came known only truly as the events of the coming days unfolded themselves.  When I transmitted the details of my discussions at 15 Div HQ and specifically Col Mehdi’s message to him, he just scoffed it away.    Obviously Col Mehdi, for what reasons I do not know, had fallen down in his eyes and estimation.   





SIALKOT SECTOR

With the INDIAN attack across the International Boundary, some immediate re-grouping and re-organization of troops was ordered. 1 Army Aviation Squadron was ordered to move to SIALKOT. They were to support the operations of 15 Div and 6 Armed Div loc in the area.

The move of 1 Army Aviation Squadron to Sialkot was completed by the evening of 6th September 1965. 1 Army Squadron occupied the strip at the POLO ground on the RIGHT side of the SAMBRIAL-SIALKOT Road. The flight of Maj. RABBANI, ex 2 Army Aviation Squadron, which had already come under the operational control of 1 Army Aviation Squadron, since 1st September during CHAMB-JAURIAN operations, had been earlier based at ADAMKE strip on 4 September. They were specifically assigned to work with 6 Armd Div, located at PASRUR, which was part of 1 Corps reserve. Across the road at SIALKOT strip, where 1 Army Aviation Squadron was based, 8 Medium Regiment was also deployed.

GATHERING OF STORMS

On the morning of 7 Sep the Sqn embarked on immediate familiarization of the area. Also HQ 15 Div and HQ 6 Armd Div were visited. There was no noticeable enemy activity. But on our own side there was a state of confusion, uncertainty and lack of adequate information even about our troops and their locations. The muddle of 6 Sept. at JASSAR Bridge and the prevalent conflicting reports coming in even till late in the evening, had provoked hasty, and ill informed, panicky and illogical assessments and decisions.  The basic factor was that many contradictory reports kept emanating from HQ 115 Bde.  This was being further compounded by the inept reactions of the Corps Commander, who was based at Gujranwala.  The situation of panic and confusion being so created was earlier settled down due to the recce and information provided by me to 15 Div on 6 sept.  On the morning of 7 Sept, there was again a state of total confusion of colossal magnitude.  There was a chain of misreporting, panicky reactions, confused and ill informed judganebts and contradictory decisions.  Some reports were received that the enemy had established a foothold on own bank of River CHENAB.  Corps Commander personally gave orders for the blowing up of the Bridge and was personally monitoring its implementation. There is also a version that General Ayub also directly phoned.                                       Officer in charge of demolition party. Ultimately, when the Bridge was blown, two companies were left stranded in the enclave across the Bridge they had to wade through the River to return to our own bank of the river.  Since 115 Bde was part of 15 Div, they were also reacting irrationally; haphazard and illogical decisions were being made without any authentic and accurate information.  It was an out right sardonic act.  I learnt all about it, when I visited HQ 15 Div, late in the evening.  Since we had arrived in the area on the evening of 6 Sept, the whole day of 7 Sept, we spent doing our detailed recce and familiarization of the area.  When I arrived at the 15 Div HQ in the evening, there was the worst and the most compounded state of helplessness and chaotic confusion.   It was a pandemic situation.  24 Bde along with 25 Cav had been positioned in area CHARWA as part of the defensive plan of 15 Div.  They were tasked to defend the most likely enemy line of attack in the area. By the evening 7 Sept. 24 Bde (minus 3 FF) and 25 Cav had been ordered to move to the area JASSAR Br. for any possible counter attack. The most sensitive corridor of MAHARAJKE-CHARWA and CHOBARA had been denuded of troops and left with only one Bn i.e. 3 FF (less a coy) and a Coy of 2 PUNJAB to defend this most vulnerable sector. Some-times on 7 Sept nearly at 2400 Hours, the gravity of the blunder made, of moving 24 Bde less one Bn and 25 Cav, from their regular defensive positions in CHARWA and CHOBARA area, to JASSAR Bridge was realized. The harsh truth of this most absurd and illogical decision suddenly dawned in the mind of the Commander 15 Div. This was so because at that time the powerful sounds of the fire of the guns could be heard and the bright lightening due to the roaring of the INDIAN guns lit up the sky. This could be heard and seen all the way from SIALKOT to JASSAR Bridge. GOC 15 Div was at NAROWAL at that time and was about to enjoy his meal served on a table with proper linen and shining silver cutlery laid out. Brig. Muzaffar, 115 Bde Comd, Brig Abdul Ali Malik, Comd 24 Bde and Lt Col NISAR AHMAD CO 25 CAV, were all sitting on the table along with him. They sat there all composed and regardless of the whole day’s stupid and imbecile decisions and acts on the part of Comd. 115 Bde. And GOC 15 Div. The sound of the guns and the sight of the lightening, rather than his own appreciation of the battlefield situation, had delivered the message to the GOC. 

The enemy had launched its attack from the expected area of MAHARAJKE, CHARWA and CHOBARA. GOC 15 Div abruptly sat in his jeep and left for SIALKOT. He just generally and vaguely told the Comd 24 Bde to do something. The whole day saw strange, panicky and almost absurd sequences of false reporting, illogical reactions which were leading to wrong decisions and at times some defiance of those orders had been enacted. The earlier report of 115 Bde on 6 Sept that the enemy had captured JASSAR Br had sent shivers all the way to the Command at 15 Div, HQ 1 Corps and GHQ. HQ 1 Corp gave orders to 15 Div to blow up the Bridge, while our troops were still across in the enclave on the INDIAN side. Army Aviation, through a quick recce had cleared the fog and confusion. The disastrous orders of blowing up the bridge had been flouted and the situation at JASSAR was stabilized and brought fully under control. Unfortunately, again on 7 Sept, the same catastrophic sequence of false reporting by 115 Bde, triggered same absurdity and stupidity of decision-making. HQ 1 Corps ordered the blowing up of the bridge while the troops of 115 Bde were still fighting in the enclave on the enemy side. How those orders were given, by whom and by what channels, still defies all pinning of specific responsibilities on any person or persons at different levels of Command. But a disastrous situation had been created. The Bridge was blown and it kept half hanging, while the troops were still fighting across the RIVER and had to wade through the water in order to withdraw to own bank.  Three tanks had to be left abandoned on the enemy side of the river bank.    This does bring out the classic example of how the situation was timely cleared and clarified on 6 Sept, by the detailed recce carried out by Army Aviation and correctly reported to HQ 15 Div personally by me. It is equally strange, that while the same confusion was re-created on 7 Sept and 1 Army Aviation Squadron was closely and fully operating in support of 15 Div, no one ever briefed them to verify these reports. Some other missions were ordered, but in the area where vital decisions were being taken no effort to use the Army Aviation were made. Army Aviation too remained blacked out of all news of JASSAR Bridge; as they were busy the whole day in the area familiarization of the corridor from SIALKOT – RIVER RAVI, but with a specific bias towards the areas of MAHARAJKE, CHARWA, CHOBARA and this likely line of the INDIAN attack... Army Aviation had also remained totally oblivious to the happenings at JASSAR Bridge. The crisis peaked with the blowing up of JASSAR Bridge, but also by ordering the move of 24 Bde Gp from CHARWA – CHOBARA area to JASSAR Br for a possible counter attack on fabricated and assumed INDIAN penetration in the area. Since there was no wireless or line contact available, messenger’s had been sent. The formal orders for 24 Bde Group to return to their original positions was given only when the GOC 15 Div arrived back at SIALKOT, after he rushed from NAROWAL. But the main problems were that no one knew as to where 24 Bde less Bn and 25 Cav were. During the visits to 15 Div, 6 Armd Div and at HQ 1 Corps, by the Army Aviations, this serious dilemma of lack of information about 24 Bde and 25 Cav was the main issue of concern observed and discussed.  This confusion persisted the whole night as no one knew as to what was happening on the ground.

In the evening of 7th Sep, 15 Div asked for a sortie of the L-19 aircraft along the International Border. Orders were given, that without crossing the boundary, the area across the INDIAN side should be observed. One wonders through hindsight, as to why the Army Aviation was not asked to clear the fog of war prevalent at JASSAR. The Army Aviator was asked to specifically look for any major concentrations and movements of the enemy in the area of CHARWA.  Capt. NIAZI was detailed on this mission. He flew all along the boundary from SIALKOT to RIVER CHENAB, and noticed no movement or conc. of the enemy. He went to HQ 15 Div and briefed Col staff, Col MEHDI. At mid night 7th Sept, a call came from HQ 15 Div. Col MEHDI told Capt NIAZI that the INDIAN attack at CHARWA had been launched. The pilot was told to fly on first lt. 8th Sep to confirm this news. He was also told to observe specifically the strength and the direction of an attack. As Capt NIAZI flew to area MAHARAJKE, he noticed an enemy column of tanks moving to SIALKOT, on the track MAHARAJKE - SIALKOT. He saw the leading tank reach the vicinity of AIK NADI near FAIZABAD (6431). He tried to approach close to this column to make some assessment of their strength. The aircraft came under heavy small arms fire. The strength could not be estimated and Capt NIAZI returned to SIALKOT strip and gave the news to Col Staff 15 Div personally. The maintenance personnel, Maj. Saeed, counted 32 bullet holes in the aircraft. 15 Div immediately sent some RR’S to AIK NADI. As the enemy tanks arrived near AIK NADI, RR’s fired upon them. Under this fire they turned back...  It seems that it was only a diversionary move.          

The morning of 8 Sept, saw this issue and the predicament of 7 Sept, assuming alarming proportions. When I visited 15 Div; on the early morning of 8 Sep, Col Staff informed me that at first light, the enemy had launched its attack. The main axis of the line of attack was GADGOR-CHARWA-CHOBARA- PHILLARAUH.

The news was alarming.  As explained earlier, 24 Bde Gp had been ordered to move to JASSAR area. Later a message had been sent to them on 7th Sept, to rush back to their original defensive positions. Now that the enemy had mounted their attack in this sector, no one knew as to where 24 Bde Gp was. The entire area which was the def posn. Of 24 Bde Gp was held now by only 3 FF. I decided to fly to the area to see and assess the situation myself. I flew out in an L-19 aircraft. I first reached CHAWINDA and then started flying towards PHILLAURAH. At a distance, I saw a cloud of dust on the track CHARWA-CHOBARA-PHILLAURAH. The 2/1c Maj. Nazir was sitting in the rear seat. As we approached this area and started flying alongside with this column, we were alarmed.  There was a long column of enemy vehicles, led by armoured cars, coming charging along this track towards PHILLAURAH at a high speed. No estimate of their strength could be made.  Earlier while flying from CHAWINDA to this area, there were no signs of any of our troops on the ground observed by me. It was clear, that 24 Bde Gp had not yet arrived back in this area. It was a critical situation.  This sight was of utter helplessness. I could only instinctively pray to God Almighty for help.    There was nothing that an L-19 could do. It was only wait and watch and this was demoralizing. The INDIAN column kept charging along the track towards PHILLAURAH. Suddenly the 21C gave a shout of bandits to me on the wireless.  I took my eyes away from the column and looked up in the air. I suddenly saw a flight of 4 ac. We were already flying low. The instinctive reaction was to brace myself for any evasive action that may be required. Suddenly, I saw these ac diving towards the enemy column. The rockets fired were very accurate and a no of enemy vehicles were on fire. I felt relieved. Allah had almost immediately answered my prayers.  The subdued mood changed almost spontaneously. These were our own air force ac and they started taking a very heavy toll of the advancing enemy column. There were puffs of fire and smoke coming out every time these aircraft were diving in their attack runs and firing their rockets.      They were unbelievably accurate and had disastrous and telling effect on the Indian advancing columns.  There was a great excitement and the sight was very re-assuring. This action of our Air force, between 0700 hrs and 0730 hrs on the morning of 8 September 1965, brought the INDIAN advance to a scratching halt. The air strike lasted for about 25-30 minute.  

The pounding of our air force on the attacking columns of en armour had its telling effect. Between 15-20 of the armoured vehicles were on fire. The enemy attack had halted and the en tanks and other vehicles were hurriedly dispersing. They rushed into the surrounding villages and buried themselves into the mud houses. This form of camouflage did provide them some refuge. It became the normal pattern in the subsequent operations. Whenever, en formations were pounded by our heavy concentrations of arty fire or interdicted by our air force, they dispersed and submerged themselves in the mud houses.

As soon as the ac left the area, the enemy forces got respite and started to re-group and re-organize themselves again. The total delay caused to the attacking enemy forces was about one hour.  This was the most vital time that our air force had gained for us.  Shortly, they regrouped and started their advance on the track to CHAWINDA. The L-19 kept flying alongside the INDIAN advancing armored cars and tanks. The need for integral fire sp capability with the Army Aviation was never so acutely felt before.  But sitting unarmed in an L-19 aircraft was quere depressing.
The advancing enemy column came close to CHAWINDA. So far there was no resistance or opposition to their advance on the ground. Suddenly from the direction of CHAWINDA, signs of movement on the ground appeared. As if the prayers were answered, sure but behold they were our own Patton tanks. The excitement and the exuberance of the Army Aviators watching this from the air, is hard to describe. The delay caused by the interdiction of our Air force had proved crucial.  The Tanks of 25 Cavalry arrived in CHAWINDA at the nick of the time.  One just shuddered to think what would have happened if the massive force of one Armored Div, supported by three Infantry Divisions had reached the area of CHAWINDA an hour earlier, when our own tanks had still not reached there. Was it not the Allah and the Air that saved the day for us!  The sight of own tanks appearing from the direction of CHAWINDA, created panic in the ranks of the advancing INDIAN columns. The INDIAN intelligence had wrongly assumed that the PATTON tanks were only in the 1 Armd Div of Pakistan. The sudden sight of PATTON tanks emerging from the direction of CHAWINDA immediately ruffled and baffled the enemy forces. They were totally surprised and in total confusion, wrongly assumed, that our 1 Armed Division had been placed in this area. This was totally against their earlier military intelligence reports. They turned around immediately and went charging along back on the same track that they came on. The speed of their retreat appeared faster! To compound their sudden fears of strong Pak armour presence in the area, the sight of 14 tanks of B Squadron of 25 CAV appearing in extended line abreast formation, suggested a bigger force of tanks behind the thin line of own 14 tanks, as they appeared in front. The enemy hardly realized that there was nothing behind them.  Major (Later Brigadier) Ahmed, who was commanding the Squadron, later told me that since he was unsure of the enemy disposition, he decided to move on a broad front.  He lined up all the 14 Tanks and appeared out of CHAWINDA, covering a wide front.

I continued flying around the area, evaluating the situation on the ground. It appeared that 24 Bde gp had arrived back just in time. The sight was very heart warming and the assessment was that a very precarious situation had been very dramatically stabilized. The approximate one-hour delay imposed by our Air force on the advance of enemy armour had proved one of the single most critical, vital and significant interventions. None of our accounts, even the official history of the Pakistan Air Force, has highlighted this most significant and important event.  It has totally gone unrecorded and unrecognized.  Maj. Mohammad Ahmad arrived with his Squadron at CHAWINDA at the nick of time. Just another 10-15 minutes delay in the arrival of own troops or if the own Air force had not brought their advance earlier to a grinding halt for nearly one hour, the situation at CHAWINDA could well have proved very critical and decisive. Seeing that the situation had been stabilized, I flew to SIALKOT and went straight to HQ 15 Div. My arrival was most anxiously being awaited. The first accurate news and account of the arrival of 24 Bde gp in the area of CHAWINDA brought a sigh of relief. The account of rapid thrust of the INDIAN columns, the action of our air force, the enemy re-grouping and resumption of advance to CHAWINDA and the climax of sudden appearance of own Patton tanks, was both chilling initially, but later equally exhilarating.

For the second time in two days, the accurate and authentic information provided by Army Aviation sources, proved salutary.  On return to the strip at SIALKOT, I took off in a helicopter, which was piloted by Capt. Nauman Mahmud. We went to CHAWINDA and from there flew to PHILLARAUH. As we were nearing PHILLARAUH, at a distance near GADGOR a lot of dust was being raised by the heavy movement of tracked vehicles. Some sounds of tank fire were heard. Watching from the air, I saw the actual sight of the first tank engagement taking place.  The advance of enemy tanks which had reached close to CHAWINDA, had been checked and forced back and were now being engaged into a fierce tank battle near GADGOR.  We saw some jeeps and a few personnel standing near a building, which turned out to be a school building.  On landing, I was very pleasantly surprised to see 24 Bde Comd, Brig Abdul Ali Malik and CO 25 Cav, Lt. Col Nisar. Comd 24 Bde, very excitingly mentioned that a major tank battle is ensuing near GADGOR. He further said that 25 Cav was inflicting very heavy casualties on Enemy tanks. This news was very heart warming. Some aerial glimpse of this area of the battle had already been taken as the helicopter was flying in the area. But this was the first detailed, intimate and most accurate account I heard. Commander 24 Brigade was explaining all these details with full confidence and authority of a person who was fully in control of the situation.  He along with CO 25 Cavalry, were directly in grip with the enemy and had totally stabilized the situation.  His message was very clear.  The catastrophe that had been inflicted upon ourselves by our higher command had been averted by the timely arrival of 25 Cavalry and 24 Brigade, back in their original area of defense.  The move of 24 Bde gp to JASSAR and a subsequent message for them to return on 7 Sep was also recounted by him. The flap so created and the confusion so caused were also explained. He mentioned that they just arrived back at CHAWINDA in time. CO 25 CAV gave a brief description of the arrival of 25 CAV at CHAWINDA and the subsequent maneuver made by them. He explained that they had no idea as to what was happening on ground. Sensing the urgency they blindly decided to move one Sqn of Major Ahmed through CHAWINDA in the direction of PHILLARAUH. This sqn advanced on a wide front. The enemy suddenly seeing a large number of tanks appearing from CHAWINDA considered that a very big armour force had swung into action. This fully explained the sudden retreat and charging back of the enemy column approaching CHAWINDA, the action already witnessed from the L-19 and described as such earlier. He further said that the Regiment less this sqn moved to the area of DUGRI via CHAWINDA. A blind move turned into a classic armour maneuver. While one sqn had contained the advancing en column frontally, the regt. less one sqn had hit the flank of the en armour columns. The en was advancing on two axes and it later transpired that they were advancing with one regiment along each axis. This resulted in very heavy casualties of the enemy tanks. From some estimates 10- 15 enemy tanks had been destroyed in the encounter.  The enemy soon lost the initiative and started to withdraw towards CHOBRA. I flew back to SIALKOT and gave the news to HQ 15 DIV. There was a great feeling of joy and elation.  I then flew to HQ 6 Armed Div. This was my first visit. Later, it became a routine. GOC 6 Armed Div was very pleased to see the aviator, as he had a great hope and expectancy of attaining accurate and real battlefield information. He was not disappointed.  They had been moved into the area earlier.  They had carried out their liaison with 15 Div and had also done the recce of the area.  But they were totally blank about the situation at JASSAR Bridge and the possible line and penetration of the enemy attack.  When the full account of the operations was given, there were jubilations all over.  Major (Later General) KM Arif, who was G II (Ops) remarked, that it was a typical armour maneuver. He was reminded that it was not planned and executed as such. The whole move, deployment and advance of 25 CAV was a blind operation and was by accident only, rather than any part of a plan.  No one knew where the enemy was. By accident one sqn had moved frontally and the regt less one Sqn had hit the enemy armoured formation on the flank. Regardless, of where the credit lay for this, the timely arrival of 25 CAV, proved very momentous. The courage, determination and fearless action of the crews of 25 CAV must be recognized and recorded as such. Later in the day, from the wreckage of one of the en tanks, a copy of the operation orders was recovered. Attached as ANX from the capture of the operational order “NEPAL”, to the utter horror and surprise of every one, it transpired that it was the full fledged and even reinforced INDIAN I Armed Div, which had launched this attack. The leading regiment was 16 CAV and on its LEFT flank was 17 CAV with 4 Horse in reserve. That 25 CAV had grappled with the enemy 1 Armed Div single handed came as a total surprise, shock and disbelief, but it was absolutely true.  No annals of any Military History can offer any comparable action.  But with pride it must be recounted, that it was done very effectively, boldly and admirably.  I had a close look of the operation from early morning to late afternoon.  There was no more enthralling experience than that.  I was a privy to watching it most closely both from the air and on the ground.  The words fail me to describe the day’s battle adequately.

This full fledged enemy Armoured Div attack supported by three Infantry Divisions, was not only halted after it had gained its momentum, but forced to recoil and withdraw back to the positions close to from where the attack was launched on the morning of 8th September.  It penetrated up to CHAWINDA and by the evening of 8 Sept, Enemy fmns were made to roll back to just south of CHOBARA. From some accounts one of the tank troops had even got as far forward as MAHARAJKE, but had to be pulled back. 

To the utter disbelief of every one, 25 CAV had single handed, not only stemmed the extent of the enemy advance to up to CHAWINDA, but instead rolled them back to from where they had embarked from, in the early hours of 8 September. This attack had achieved surprise and even gained some momentum. That the net result was that these forces were  recoiled back to their firm base, which was earlier secured by their 26 INF DIV, and they sat there now nursing their wounds of the whole day’s most ambitious and adventurous action, which seemed so unbelievable.    The enemy attack was reeled back to its track from where they had debouched in the early hours.  The unbelievable part was that this feat was accomplished by the daring of 25 Cavalry, all by themselves.  24 Brigade Group through their timely arrival and daring action had fully stabilized the battlefield and had taken defensive positions in the area GADGOR-PHILLAURAH by the evening of 8 September. The initiative gained by the enemy on the morning of 8 Sept was lost through the bold action of 25 CAV. This they did with little Infantry support and hardly any Artillery available to them.  The spirit of this attack of 25 Cavalry is hard to capture in writing.  But I watched it, sensed it and emotionally shared with those, who fought so gallantly, bravely and doggedly on the ground.  I think the annals of Military History have no parallel to it.  I record this for posterity to remember.

In the evening, I went to Gujranwala and briefed HQ 1 Corps, about the whole days fighting. At the Corps HQ, there was a total vacuum of the news.  They even did not know the location of own troops on the ground. The filling in of this information was both timely and very useful at the level of the Corps HQ. The Corps Comd, Lt. Gen. Bakhtiar Rana asked me to keep visiting Corps HQ regularly and keep briefing them on the situation, on daily basis if possible. On 8 Sept, the main task performed by Army Aviation was collection of vital information and briefings at HQ 15 Div, 6 Armd Div and HQ 1 Corps. These proved very critical in the formulation of the future plans of these fmns. There was not much activity in the way of adjustment of arty fire. This was essentially so, because the units of 4 Corps Arty kept shuttling between PASRUR and NAROWAL, in response to the confusing picture at JASSAR and the consequent conflicting orders.  What shocked me was the poor communications between Corps HQ’s and its formations and lack of information filtering to Corps HQ from any ground channels. There was a total absence of the news of the battle.  

The actions of 8 Sept, by 24 Bde Group, most appropriately were carried out by 25 Cavalry through accident and ignorance.  It was bliss.  None on ground could make any estimation of the strength of the enemy attack.  But HQ 15 Div was fully alive that it was the main enemy attack.  The line of thrust of the likely offensive in this Sector was clearly perceived as the route CHARWA-COBARA-PHILLAURAH-CHAWINDA.  Maj Gen Yahaya on 6 Sept had clearly defined this appreciation to me well in advance.  Since the morning of 8 Sept, Col S.G. Mehdi, was unambiguously emphasizing this direction of the enemy thrust.  While Mehdi had correctly identified this threat; but the unhinging of the defenses through ill perceived and ill conceived orders to dispatch 24 Bde Group to JASSAR on 7 Sept, were clearly showing on his face.  Normally I had seen him as a man, fully composed, confident, overbearing and assertive.  But the hassle and the confusion of the day before had clearly unnerved him.  Gravity of the situation was such that most others would have also panicked.  Brig Ismail, the G.O.C. 15 Div, was only a passenger there.  Col Mehdi had called all the shots.  This hapless turning of events left him somewhat dazed, uncertain and confused.  After my aerial recce of the area and the briefing given by me to him, he recomposed himself.  But he was never the same again.  He had built up a very prominent and important image of his professional prowess.   Many people later described this as a farce and a shallow cloak over his real self.  Maj Gen Yahya, had earlier on 6 Sept, expressed disdainfully that he fully knows and understands him.  I had known him as our Adjutant, my company commander at PMA and later as BM of the Infantry Brigade at Peshawar.  I had a very high perception of him.  I would consider him as brave, bold, intelligent, and innovative and in particular a man who was well versed and read on Military History.  I would not condemn him as most others did.  But in all fairness, my description of him on 8 Sept was that he was not the same man that I had known all these years. This, I attribute essentially, that he became the victim of circumstances.
Towards the afternoon of 8 Sept, Maj Gen TIKKA KHAN, had taken over the Command of 15 Div. I was a witness to it. I had just walked out of the dug out Bunker of HQ 15 Div that I met Maj Gen TIKKA KHAN, as he was arriving towards the Bunker. He told me that he had come to take over the Command of 15 Div. He instructed me not to tell any one yet, I went back with him into the Bunker. As he entered, he was met by Brig Ismail and Col Mehdi. He told them that he had come just to have the briefing on the situation on the ground. Col Mehdi gave all the briefing. Having listened to all the details, he then announced that he had taken over the Command of 15 Div under instructions from Corp HQ and GHQ. He accepted both Brig Ismail and Col Mehdi as part of 15 Div. He showed no acrimony towards them. The first act of Col Mehdi that upset him was on 9 Sep, The dug in position of 15 Div HQ, had been correctly located by the enemy guns. They were pounding these positions heavily. Col Mehdi started strongly suggesting that HQ 15 Div should be moved back across the MRL canal, towards SAMBRIAL. Maj Gen TIKKA KHAN, very firmly told Col Mehdi not to suggest this ever again. He clearly said that HQ 15 Div will stay in SIALKOT with the troops regardless of the shelling. The next episode that took place was that Major (Later Major General) BOKHARI arrived in HQ 15 Div with his COBRA Company. This was the only unit with these newly acquired anti tank missiles. Soon after they arrived in the area of 15 Div, orders were given to HQ 15 Div, to dispatch the Company to 6 Armed Div, which was now facing the main enemy Armour threat. Col. Mehdi called Major BOKHARI and briefed him to report to HQ 6 Armed Div along with his COBRA Company. I arrived in HQ 15 Div, towards the afternoon. There was a total confusion regarding the where abouts of this Company. Some one just suggested that the Grid Reference of the location of HQ 6 Armd Div given by Col Mehdi was wrong. The location he gave to Major BOKHARI was now in enemy hands. This confounded the matters worst. Col Mehdi picked up the telephone and called up some one. He asked him, “Do you remember the briefing that I had given to Major Bokhari.”  He in particular, was inquiring from him, “Do you recall the Grid Reference given by me at which Major. BOKHARI was ordered to report.”   He then held the receiver in his hand and started waiving it. While so doing, he asked every one around, “Listen as to what is being said on the phone”.  Suddenly Major Gen TIKKA lost his patience. He angrily shouted “Mehdi I have had enough of your dramatics. Shut up and get out”. It stunned everyone: I had never seen Maj Gen TIKKA, in such temper and mood. The erstwhile a very promising career of Col Mehdi, came to this rather abrupt end. After the war, he was posted as Station Commander, Karachi. On one of my visits to Karachi, I met him at the Airport, He asked me to accompany him to his office. He placed before me the ACR that Maj Gen TIKKA KHAN had given him. I read it very carefully. It was strong, damning and damaging. Col Mehdi was highly emotional. He was asking me that he could be censured for many things, but could he be described as a coward! I had to tell him that I would not think so. I was a privy to all the important episodes of HQ 15 Div, right from the day of 6 Sept to the day when he was removed as Col Staff. There was no act of cowardice on his part. But undoubtedly, the circumstances, the events, the misreporting of HQ 115 Bed, had all clouded his mind and judgment. I will not pass any judgment beyond that. The position at HQ 6 Armed Div and HQ 1 Corps that I visited in the evening was equally not very re-assuring.  This I can most particularly emphasize for HQ 1 Corps.  There was a total lack of information at the carp’s level.  

I had personally seen the battle range the whole day, since the early morning.  The aerial view gave me an excellent picture of the operations conducted.  In summing up I may say that my first look of the intensity of the enemy attack was not too clear.  I could observe two clear columns of the enemy thrust.  The one on the axis of CHARWA-CHOBARA-PHILLAURAH-CHAWINDA had clearly outpaced the column which was protecting its left flank.  The strength I could not clearly make, but it was clear that it was the major enemy attack.  At that time I had not observed the enemy column that was pressing itself to secure the right flank of this main strike force aimed at CHAWINDA.  I had vividly and graphically given all these details at HQ 15 Div, 6 Armed Div, and HQ 1 Corps.  The whole day I kept following and observing these operations very closely and I have already described that earlier.   

During the evening of 8 Sept, a battle order of the attack of 16 Cav was recovered from a destroyed tank of this unit.  It was rushed to HQ 15 Div at night.  The next morning when I visited, HQ 15 Div, all the detailed information was available.  Col Mehdi was clearly 

Briefing me that it was the major INDIAN thrust which was led by their main Armed Div which was supported by two infantry divisions, which had been blunted.  A copy of this order was given to me.  This is attached as ANX ‘     ‘

By the morning of 9 Sept, it was crystal clear to all and sundries, that the attack of 8 Sept, 1965, was the full fledged Indian attack.  They had played their final punch to achieve a quick breakthrough.  It was nothing short of a miracle that 25 Cavalry had all by itself handled and thwarted it. A Captured Operational Order f 4 Hudson’s Horse, gives all the details ANX ‘    ‘.  This document was captured much later by our 4 Armed Bde, on 20 Sept.  The details show that the attack was to be launched by three Infantry Divisions and one Armoured Div.  6 Mtn Div and 26 INF Div were to secure a bridge head and through it the 1 Armd Div was to launch the main thrust at 0600 Hrs on 8 Sept.  The planned attack was along three Axes.  The Red Route, the Blue Route and the Green Route.  16 Cav Gp which was the unit of General J.N. CHAUDRY, was advancing on route PINDI-BHAGO-CHARWA-CHOBARA-PHILLURAH (Red Route).  The flanks of this formation were covered by 17 Horse Gp on the left (Blue Route) and 43 Lorried INF Bde Gp, on the right (Green Route).  14 Div was tasked, if in position, to capture Zafarwal. With the availability of this information, the murky picture of the whole day’s battle of 8 Sept, as I had observed from the air became vividly enshrined in my mind.  The two columns that I had been observing were the charge of 16 Cav Gp and 17 Horse Gp.  The pace of 16 Cav on Red Route had outstripped that of 17 Cav on Blue Route.  There was no sign of 14 Div movements towards Zafarwal.  The Green Route on which 43 Lorried INF Bde Gp was moving, was too far away from the area that I kept flying the whole day and as such I could not see this element and its movement.

All the details of the battle of 8 Sept were now clearly and fully established.  The Indian attack of 1 Armd Div, supported by 6 Mtn and 26 INF Div had been rolled back by almostly entirely the effort of 25 Cav.  It was only in the evening that a company of 9 Punjab arrived in support of 25 Cav.  CO 25 Cav, decided to attack the area between GADGOR-CHOBARA with ‘C’ Sqn and a company of 2 Punjab at about 1630 hrs.  It was an excellent example of Tk/Inf Co-operation.  They showed a very rare example of dash, courage and initiative.  The enemy was taken by surprise and abandoned the position in complete confusion.  By 1800 Hrs the position was secured.  Enemy had left six tanks abandoned there; two of these had their engines still running.  Equally magnificent was the action of ‘B’ Sqn of 25 Cav.  Not only had they stopped the attack of enemy 1 Armd Div on the Axis, PHILLAURAH-GADGOR, but the enemy was forced to withdraw towards MAHARAJKE. So bold was ‘B’ Sqn thrust that one of its troops even reached 1000 yards short of MAHARAJKE.  They fought their final battle of the day in this area.  It was sharp and a short action.  After inflicting additional casualties to the enemy, this troop was withdrawn to GADGOR, where the Squadron was. All the minute details and the ferocity of the war, I could not capture from the aerial view.  All the graphic details were filled in when I met the gallant people on the ground.  Unbelievably, 25 Cav had grappled with the attack of enemy 1 Armd Div-mostly by themselves. They first routed the pride of Indian Armor 16 Cav, they then took on 17 Horse coming on the Blue Route and forced them back and one troop of ‘B’ Sqn disrupted the third thrust by the 43 Lorried Bde and 2 Lancers on the Green Route.  The whole attack of the Indians on all the three axis was blunted and rolled back by 25 Cav.  By the evening the enemy had been recoiled back to from where they had debouched in the early hours of 8 Sept.  The gallantry, the bravado, the determination, the grit and the zeal with which they fought to my mind, merits a most illustrious place in the annals of Military History.  25 Cav, made themselves and the Army proud.  The tally of the day was 16-20 en tanks and 2 A/Tk guns destroyed against the 2 own Tks destroyed, and two damaged, all of 25 Cav.

I was privileged to watch all this action with my own eyes.  I cannot forget the delay imposed earlier by our Air Force on the advancing enemy Armd columns. This was a vital one hour gained. Equally magnificent was the unmatched action fought subsequently the whole day by 25 Cav.  My reaction then was that it was the divine hand of Allah that guided and caused it.  But still I had no doubt that it was the will of the people on ground that accomplished it.  I have gone into all details as it was one of our finest moment and hour of the war. 

The events of 8 Sept had confirmed and driven home to all, that the attack was launched with the full weight of all the Indian troops available in this sector.  This direction and may be the magnitude of the attack, had clearly been perceived.  The appreciations   made earlier had determined and defined it.  What was not understood then and even to-day, as to why no thorough and detailed plans were made to meet this threat.  15 Div was stretched from SIALKOT-JASSAR, but the corridor of CHARWA-CHOBARA-PHILLAURAH-CHAWINDA was the most sensitive area.  24 Bde Gp was responsible for this, but why no proper fortified and elaborate defensive positions were planned and prepared for it? Equally important was that the fall back positions should also have been prepared.  CHAWINDA-ZAFARWAL and BADIANA were our natural pivotal points.  They had to be thoroughly planned, fortified and prepared to provide strong positions for the Infantry to hold.  When I landed at PHILLAURAH on 8 Sept, morning, I met Brig Abdul Ali Malik and Lt Col Nisar, standing in the open next to their command jeep near the School building.  They had no prepared bunkers.  It was brave of them.  But surely the whole defenses should have been prepared in much more details, fully fortified and properly mined. When I visited CHAWINDA, ZAFARWAL, BADIANA and RAKH BABA BHURESHAH, it was much worst.  The defenses there were only hurriedly prepared and that too after the arrival of 6 Armd Div in the area.  This was the responsibility of 15 Div and they had totally failed in that.  Had this been done properly, well and co-coordinated before the war, these strong pivots would have proved very vital focal points for Infantry to strongly man and hold these.  The tank forces would have thus retained the complete freedom of maneuver and thus kept it initiative.  It struck me then and it was clear that 15 Div had been totally in-ept and ill prepared for their vital tasks.  The bunkers and well prepared positions in and around SIALKOT proved very effective.  Why was the same preparation not extended to this vital ground?  Whatever blunders had been made, fortunately the positions were fully stabilized on 8 Sept.  On the morning of 9 Sept, every one was alive to the fact that enemy 1 Armd Div. attack had been blunted.  Though they had failed, but they were now re-grouping and planning their next thrust and move.  We had enough time to do our own planning and preparations to meet this offensive.  Though HQ 1 Corps had moved 6 Armd Div in this area and they had arrived during the night on 8 Sept in their battle locations, still they were given no plans or orders. They were just vaguely assigned the role of destroying enemy penetrations EAST of MRL canal.

The location of our landing strip at the Sialkot Polo Ground remained peaceful.  After the days hectic activity on 6th, 7th & 8th Sept. we had sound rest and sleep.  Across the road was the location of 8 Medium Regt. The adjutant of the Regiment was Capt. ASLAM (Later Colonel). He being an Army Aviator, there was very frequent liaison carried out by him and the pilots of the squadron. This became rather ominous.  As the hostilities broke out throughout the SIALKOT sector since early 8 September, the guns of 8 Medium Regiment became very active. In retaliation it started attracting heavy enemy Counter Bombardment from the night of 8/9 September. Since only a thin road divided the Aviation position from medium gun location, the strip started receiving a fair degree of share of the enemy fire. Though the trenches had been dug and the aircraft were well dispersed, but the first taste of the enemy fire did provoke hasty, panicky and may even be described as somewhat comical reactions. The trenches had been earmarked for different personnel. But in haste, when the pilots and the other crews ran to the trenches to take cover, the principle of first come first served prevailed.  Everyone was desperately rushing to the nearest trench. Maj. NAZIR, the 21/c, ran obliviously towards the trench he had earmarked for himself. On approaching it, he instinctively took a leap in the air to quickly jump into it. As his heavy frame was still in the air and he was about to drop in his trench, he noticed that the trench was already occupied. He suddenly braced himself and showed a quick reaction of his mind. Rather than falling in the trench over the existing occupants, with his full weight of 220 lbs, thus crushing their bones, he held his big frame astride the trench by parting his legs and hands and landed on the top of the trench. The two occupants, thanked heavens and also thanked their lucky stars. They saved themselves from both the enemy shelling and the crushing they may have received from the weight of their own 21/c dropping over them. The incident only attracted lighthearted comments of all. Remarkably, it took all the tension away from the first real battlefield indoctrination of 1 Army Aviation Squadron, due to real enemy heavy artillery shelling that it attracted.

On the morning of 9th September 1965, the Co asked the permission of GOC 15 Div to move the squadron to SAMBRIAL. It was foolhardy to expose the aircraft and the crews to hostile enemy fire and the GOC readily approved. While the squadron moved to SAMBRIAL on 9th September, the tempo of war stepped up. The focus and the intensity of the enemy attack had clearly shifted to PHILLAURAH and CHAWINDA area. Thus a part of the flight composed of Capt Lateef (known as LATIF BHAI, who later became a Maj Gen in BANGLADESH) and a few other pilots on ad hoc basis, remained in support of 15 Div, the rest of the squadron became more directly involved in support of 6 Armd Div. Capt Lateef remained specifically in support of 15 Div while the other pilots kept rotating. The support of 15 Div remained basically providing battlefield information and the direction of the artillery fire. 15 Div was full of praise of the Army Aviation efforts provided and initiated the citations for the gallantry awards of SITARA- E – JURAAT for Capt LATEEF and some other pilots in recognition of their services. The CO Lt Col M.M.MAHMUD kept his routine of liaison with HQ 15 Div regularly.

On the 9 Sept, some regroupings were done.  The area of responsibility between 15 Div and 6 Armd Div were assigned and the inter div boundaries were defined.  24 Bde Gp came in the area of responsibility of 6 Armd Div and was placed under their command.  Some additional troops in the form of 14(P) Brigade were also promised and 4 Corps Artillery was to provide Artillery support to the whole area of operations of 6 Armd Div.  This was located between CHAWINDA-PASRUR.  24 Bde retained their defensive positions at PHILLAURAH-CHARWA-CHOBARA.  These were further strengthened by employing 9 FF with under command ACT, in area PHILLAURAH-DEG NEDI, with at least a platoon at Zafarwal.  Guides Cav was loc in area Badiana, extending towards SIALKOT.  22 Cav was West of BADIANA, with their Reconnaissance Troops operating NORTH of BADIANA.

Since the emphasis of the battle had shifted more directly to the area of responsibility of 6 Armd Div from 9 Sept onwards, the efforts of 1 Army Aviation Squadron too were largely focused in support of those operations. The pilots were fully involved and remained abreast of the activities and operations of 6 Armd Div. The CO kept a very close contact with HQ 6 Armd Div and fmns. The visits to HQ 1 corps were also regular. All these activities provided a clear and authentic picture of the battle at all critical levels of command. This proved most useful in all decision taking.

It was a well balanced force.  The main defenses at PHILLAURAH-CHOBARA were held by 24 Bde Gp. 9 FF had given additional strength and flank protection to 24 Bde.  Strong pivots were held at BADIANA.  11 Cav was held in reserve at PASRUR.  This gave a lot of flexibility and varied choices to 6 Armd Div, to react to any enemy offensive plans.  These views were adequately strengthened and clearly proven, when enemy attacks were repulsed on 9 and 10 Sept.  The attack of a Tk Regt from the   direction of BAHADURPUR was repulsed by the determined troops on the ground.  Enemy lost three tanks and suffered heavy casualties in Infantry.  24 Bde even successfully carried out limited offensive actions.

Early on the morning of 10 Sept, again a strong enemy attack was launched against GADGOR from the direction of RURKI KALAN, JAHR, CHOBARA and JOSAQH KOTLI.  This attack again was with the strength of an Armd Regiment and fully supported by all available Arty, Infantry and Air. By 1030 Hrs, this attack was repulsed. By 24 Bde and 25 Car. The whole day, all enemy repeated efforts to form up his Armour and Infantry at BAHADURPUR, CHOBARA area, to mount any further attacks, were effectively broken up through concentrated and effective Artillery fire.   

I visited Corps HQ in the evening of 8 Sept, I had given the detailed and the graphic picture of the whole day’s battle as I had seen and experienced with my own eyes.  It was clearly conveyed that it was the, major enemy attack.  No one knew the details of the other Indian formations in this operation, but the presence of the Indian 1 Armd Div was clearly established and was now undisputable.  The earlier capture of the documents from the enemy DR on 5 Sept, which were flown over by us to GHQ, had also indicated the presence of enemy 1 Armd Div in the area.  This was ignored at GHQ and may be at the level of Corps HQ also.  Now there was no scope of doubts or illusions left.

HQ 1 Corps was seized with the planning of their operations based on this information.  What in puts they received from HQ 15 Div and 6 Armed Div, I am not aware of?  They also had the benefit of studying and analyzing the operations conducted by the enemy the whole day of 9 Sept.  It seems that by the morning of 10 Sept, HQ 1 Corps had made up a plan.  On 9 Sept, the roles and tasks of 15 Div and 6 Armed Div had been redefined.  The Inter Div boundaries were also laid down.  As a result some adjustments in the allocation of troops had also been made.  These are all described earlier.

At 1100 hrs on 10 Sept, GOC 6 Armd Div was called to Corps HQ.  A concept of operations, as developed by Major General Mohammad Yakub Khan, the Deputy Corps Commander, was presented to the GOC.  It is mentioned that it was based in the light of the latest GHQ and Corps Intelligence estimates of the enemy’s strength and intentions...  There are no details given.  In my mind at both these levels, they had no clear, definitive and explicit information available through any of their own channels.  All the information that could be gathered, assessed and plans made on, was the one provided by the ground troops who had done all the fighting on 8 and 9 Sept, This was supplemented and further substantiated as seen, observed and communicated by us from the air.

 Enemy attacks at PHILLAURAH-GADGOR defensive positions had been successfully defeated on the 8 and 9 Sept.  Even on the 10 Sept, their attack had been repulsed by 10:30 Hrs.  Was it not clear that the enemy was trying to either reduces our position in this area, or would develop a plan to out maneuver our defenses?  They could not launch any major offensive without neutralizing or reducing these positions.  Our options were equally clear!  We could either hold PHILLAURAH-GADGOR as strong pivotal positions and use our Armour and other Motorized Infantry available to provide strength to these positions if and when needed, These could be used in the classic role to attack enemy formations in their flank if they attempted to outmaneuver or by pass these positions.  The other option was to hold PHILLAURAH-CHOBRA as a thin line of defense and prepare the main defensive positions around the strong nodal points at CHAWINDA-BADIANA and possibly ZAFARWAL.

The plan that was prepared was a total Hotch Potch.  It envisaged pulling out of 24 Bde Gp from these areas and relieving them, by 9 FF already covering the track PHILLAURAH-ZAFARWAL, and by 11 Cav from PASRUR. 11 Cav had already seen operations in CHAMB Sector and had depleted strength of tanks.  The hand written details of these plans are shown as ANX ‘   ‘and ANX ‘   ‘.  These are in Major General Yakub’s own hand written transcription.

The next aspect is the time and space factor of this relief in line operations.  Staff College, Quetta lays down enough emphasis on this aspect in all its teachings, exercises and sand model discussions.  Maj Gen Yakub had come direct from there, where he was the Commandant.  It is not understood as to how he could ignore this vital aspect!  I suppose teaching is one thing, but the practical implementation of these plans is a different ball game.  It can only come through actual command experience.  This experience was woefully lacking.

GOC 6 Armed Div was called to Corps HQ at 1000 Hrs.  The plans were given to him there. Without the GOC 6 Armd Div, returning to his HQ, the plans were passed to Deputy Division Commander to implement. He called 2/IC 9 FF and CO 11 Cav and they were given the orders by him at about 1400 Hrs. The Deputy Corps Commander visited HQ 6 Armd Div in the afternoon to discuss the details of the possible plans and the future Corps Operations in the area.  The obvious question that arises is, as to where were the Corps Commander and GOC 6 Armd Div, in this loop of planning process.  No light has been thrown by any quarters on this important issue.  The only logical explanation is that GHQ and other higher ups, were fully cognizant of the mistakes and even blunders they had made in placing such people in Command.  This they were now trying to rectify, by imposing a Deputy Corps Commander and a Deputy GOC in 6 Armd Div.  These terms one had not heard before.   Through activating them, the normal command was now being by-passed and this new chain was being made more effective. Leaving this academic discussion apart, the plan, as envisaged and more so, as it was implemented is the most sordid and morbid chapter of the operations in SIALKOT Sector.  The relieving units were given the orders in the afternoon.  The CO 11 Cav. was present, but the CO 9 FF was asked to stay back with the unit and send his 2IC.  It is rather strange logic that the person who was to assume the overall command of these most sensitive positions, is being relayed the orders through 2IC.  If he had been present himself, it is possible that he would have pointed out to these paper geniuses, the folly of this ill-conceived and ill timed orders.  The orders were given at 1400 Hrs, the 2/IC reached the CO 9 FF at 1530 Hrs and all the plans of the movements of 9 FF and 11 Cav, were put into action at that time.  What time they had available to move into their new locations, before sunset?  Was it difficult to assess for a man even with simple commonsense?  It is reported that CO 11 Cav, contacted HQ 6 Armd Div at 2030 Hrs on the telephone net work of HQ 24 Bde.  It is also presumed that CO 9 FF was also present there.  These discussions took place in the presence of Comd 24 Bde.  Incidentally, he had no prior information of this relief in line operations!  He only learnt it through CO 11 Cav, when he arrived there.  Apprehensions are expressed by the relieving units, 9 FF/11 Cav Group that it might prove too weak for the task given  but were brushed aside; With the comments that should any thing unexpected happen, the Division had enough resources to deal it.
As records also ironically state, that what was significant was the state of mind of the two CO’s.  Accusations or may be inferences are being made, that there were non-revelation if not actual concealments, of happenings which became known later.  What is being alluded to is that no proper planning and conduct of relief in lines was carried out?  What chance and opportunity was given for it to be conducted?  All the details for a proper operation of this nature are being enumerated now.  Was it not crystal clear that it was an impossible task?  24 Bde Gp was being made to pull out simultaneously with the arrival of 9 FF/11 Cav Group in the area.  All this was happening at the middle of the night.  Enough details of how all this was carried out, is adequately covered in most accounts and details written.  What is beyond any logic or reasoning is that how conveniently the whole blame is being shifted to the state of minds of the two CO’s and that they were not forthcoming with the actual happenings on the ground.  If the two CO’s did not give the details, did the Deputy Div Comd and the relevant staff of HQ 6 Armd Div ask them as to how satisfactorily the reliefs in line operations were being carried out?  It is believed that a suggestion was made that 24 Bde Gp should stay in their positions and that 9 FF/11 Cav Gp should further re-enforce them for the night.  If the next day the situation remained calm, the relief operations could easily be carried out properly during the day light available.  This was completely ignored and dismissed.  In fact it was the most logical course!  The blame game is now going on but it was crystal clear where the fault lies.  I did not know all the details of this whole plan.  But in the evening of 11 sept, I got the news that Major (Later Brigadier) Muzaffar Malik, was seriously injured and was admitted in CMH SIALKOT.  Later that day I got to visit him. Seeing me, in pain and agony that he was in, he could only mumble the words, “You people hurt too much” I could not understand the meanings.  When I met him subsequently, he was in much better condition and frame of mind.  He explained to me that what he was trying to elucidate was that he was hit by an Artillery shell, while he was standing in the open along with a group of officer’s.  He also explained that the entire relief in line operations was conducted on the road side, as the 11 Cav, which was coming in and 25 Cav, which was moving out, met while crossing each other on the road and during the middle of the night.  He also told me that CO 25 Cav gave a very brief account of the operations of 8 Sept in particular, and also the subsequent operations of 9 and 10 Sept.  It was also mentioned that CO 25 Cav, had clearly stated, that it was the entire enemy 1 Armd Div attack.  Their own reaction to this was of disbelief!  It apparently was mentioned to CO 25 Cav, by CO 11 Cav and 2IC Muzaffar Malik, that, “Are you  trying to suggest that single handed your unit  had successfully battled the whole Armd Div and even pushed them back to the area from where they had debouched, on the morning of 8 Sept!”  They just laughed it away and did not take a serious notice of this impending threat.  This would sum up as to how casually this relief in line operation was carried out during the night of 10/11 Sept.  Rather than put the blame squarely at those, primarily the HQ 1 Corps largely and Deputy Division Comd and Staff of HQ 6 Armd Div partially, who were responsible for this fiasco, the buck is being passed down to the two CO’s involved.

When the enemy started its well conducted and well co-coordinated attack on 11 Sept, we were in total disarray.  They masked and contained our positions frontally and outmaneuvered them with two Armd Regiments from the LEFT.  To compound the matters further, CO 1 SP was killed and CO and 2/IC 11 Cav were injured by enemy Artillery Shelling.  They were all standing in the open near the PHILLAURAH Rest House.  Surely the planners should have given them some time to familiarize with the are a and prepare a proper defense plan with proper dug in and fortified positions.

In Muzaffar Malik’s own words, he told me, “On the first light of 11 Sept. I went on top of a close by school building and took out my binoculars to have a first look at the area of our operations with my own eyes.  Just as I was observing and taking my view of the ground, I was shocked.  I saw a huge pile of dust caused by the movement of the mass of the enemy armour which was advancing towards our location”. He immediately came down to brief his CO, Lt. Col. Aziz and Lt. Col. Abdur Rahman, CO 1 SP, about the impending Indian attack .  CO 1 SP immediately got busy brining down the fire of his guns on these advancing enemy armour formations.  At that time an artily shell fell in the location where they were standing in the open.  Lt. Col. Rahman achieved Shaahadat on the spot.  Both the CO and 2 IC of 11 Cavalry was seriously injured and was evacuated.  This fiasco which was already in the offing, due to the most absurd relief in line plans made by the Deputy Corps Commander and the Deputy GOC 6 Armd Div took another unfortunate turn. The sudden removal of the other key elements involved in the operations in the area, further compounded the situation. 

No one under stood and knew about this impending disastrous plan as was prepared and executed during the night 10/11 Sept.  I could also not sense it when the debacle started to take place.  It seems that at this stage GOC 6 Armd Div took over the command himself, rather than allow his Deputy Div. Comd to undertake and do all the insane callings!  Maj Gen Abrar ordered Guides Cav to charge from the WEST of PHILLAURAH to relieve pressure from 11 Cav and 9 FF.  Earlier CO 9 FF, Lt Col Majid made frantic calls to CO Guides Cav to extricate them from this predicament that they had got stuck in.

CO Guides Cav immediately got all his resources together and gave orders for attack in the general direction of BHAGOWAL.  A Squadron was tasked to attack North East with CHAHR as its objective. B Squadron was to Co-ordinate its attack with ‘A’ Squadron.  It was to move on the RIGHT flank of ‘A’ Squadron and attack LIBBE ‘C’ Squadron which was equipped, with M36B2, was placed as the reserve.  It was a conventional attack with two Squadrons up.  In this case the Squadron would also have employed may be one or two troops ahead.  Lt Col GULISTAN JANJUA suddenly realized the gravity of the situation. From different accounts he knew the presence of the enemy 1 Armd Div in the area.  If he was to attack in this formation, he hardly would have six to twelve tanks in front and they would be attacking the full Armd Div.  He did quick rethinking, called off the previous orders, and issued fresh orders of his attack.  He gave these orders on the Regimental wireless net.  It went in his own words, “The Regiment to line up line abreast, along the Railway Line.  The attack is to be launched in the direction of BHAGOWAL.  The inter Squadron boundary, will be the line LIBBE inclusive to ‘B’ Squadron.  The tanks to launch the attack at full speed, blazing all their guns”.  He allowed a little time to all the tanks to re-group and re-align at the Railway Line.  Finally he ordered the attack, with the slogan of “Nara-a-Takbir Allah-o-Akbar”.  Simultaneously all 44 Tanks of Guides Cav, busted out of their positions and went charging along with the tank of their CO.  It was the most spectacular sight.  It was the ultimate of their courage.  They went charging at full blast, attacking the whole of Indian 1 Armd Div, which had by now consolidated themselves in the area.

I was privileged to see this action from the air.  The words are hard to find an apt description of this most gallant charge.  It reminded me of the charge of the Light Brigade.  Thundered and volleyed rolled the six hundred!  Of course the six hundred were replaced by forty four tanks.  .

This attack of Guides Cav was launched around 1130 Hrs.  ‘B’ Squadron met stiff resistance as 17 H and 4 Hudson’s Horse had already consolidated themselves in the area PHILLAURAH-GADGOR.  A mere thousand yards short of its objective LIBBE, the Squadron Commander Major Abbasi and his Second in Command were both killed.  ‘A’ Squadron had managed to hit the enemy tank formations on their flanks.  A stiff fight ensued and after inflicting heavy casualties on the enemy armoured formations, which consisted of 17 H and 4 H, with 16 Cav covering their flank, Guides Cav captured CHAHR by 1400 Hrs.

This bold and classic attack of Guides Cav, could not extricate own troops at PHILLAURAH-GADOR, but it having hit the flanks and the depth positions of the attacking enemy 1 Armd Div, managed to partially unhinge his offensive.  Enemy in running back, left tanks abandoned in the area.  Presumably the tank crews of this reserve unit were having their tea while they sat there relaxing in the concentration area.    According to CO Guides Cav, Lt Col Janjua, they tried to start these Centurion tanks, but since they were not familiar with these, they failed in that.  He said, they made a mistake in that they did not destroy these.  However, Major Fazli Haq got enough time to empty the tanks of their entire stocks of liquor stacked. 

 If only one could re-enact the scene of 11 Sept, under a different scenario and a more logical dispositions of own troops?  It had been suggested that rather than this haphazard relief operation being launched; 11 Cav should have strengthened the already held positions of 24 Bde Gp, during the night 10/11 Sept.  Any relief operations if needed could have been carried out smoothly and properly during the evening of 11 Sept.  In that eventuality, the enemy 1 Armd Div attack, would have been met in a much more organized and planned manner.  It is not difficult to envisage that the fate of this attack would have been much worst, than the limited success achieved by our troops on 11 Sept.

The day’s action of Guides Cav destroyed twenty one tanks of the enemy, against their own loss of six Patton’s.  11 Cav had much higher losses.  They had seven Patton’s and nine M36B2 destroyed in the day’s action.  The total losses for the day were:- 

A.
Own

22

(including thirteen Patton’s, and nine M36B2)

b.
Enemy
     
30-45

(including due to the action of PAF)



By the evening even 25 Cav was again rushed to extricate 9FF and 11Cav from the area of PHILLAURAH.

The day of 9 Sept, was relatively quiet. The en was licking his wounds inflicted by PAF and 25 CAV. The 4 Corps Arty was now fully deployed. It covered the entire front, stretching from BADIANA to DEG NADI (ZAFARWAL) and beyond. Any en attack or 

Maneuver would immediately attract the hostile fire of nearly 90 guns, field, medium and heavy caliber. On the evening of 9 Sep, 24 Bde GP positions were attacked by en tanks and infantry. Own INF held its ground and the tanks of 25 CAV broke up the en attack. The well directed fire of all the guns available in the area, by the Army Aviators provided good support. Since the terrain was flat the ground observers had very limited field of view. This is where Army Aviator’s usefulness proved very critical. With his bird eye view of the battlefield, the airborne eye, kept the entire area of the operations under their full view and surveillance. Any movement of the en immediately received due attention and full concentration of all guns in range which pounded them. This was to become the routine of all the Army Aviators flying in the area from dawn to dusk. From all accounts about 70-75% of all Arty shoots were adjusted by Army Aviators.

10 Sept, was again a relatively quiet day. Enemy attack on 24 Bde was repulsed by 25 Cav. This operation was supported by all our guns within range. Army Aviators again came in handy in support about seven enemy tanks were destroyed.

On the afternoon of 10th Sept, it was ordered that 24 Bde be relieved by 11 CAV and 9 FF during night 10th/11th Sept. The relief caused a lot of confusion. 9 FF barely completed its deployment at GADGOR by 0200 hrs on 11th Sept. By first light 11th Sept, the full weight of the INDIAN Armd Div attack came at GADGOR. Due to enemy Artillery shelling, Lt. Col. RAHMAN (ISP) was killed and the CO and the 21C of 11 CAV, Lt. Col. AZIZ and Maj. MUZAFFAR MALIK were seriously wounded. The GADGOR and PHILLAURAH positions were overrun by the advancing en armour. To stem the enemy advance, GUIDES CAV was ordered to counter attack towards the EAST and relieve pressure on 11 CAV. L-19’s flying in the area, were fully keeping abreast with the situation on the ground. They kept providing very timely and useful info about the development of the enemy attack, the location of their tanks, its approximate strength and the direction of the movement. Army Aviators were operating on the wireless nets of arty fmns. This was useful for quick adjustment of Artillery fire. There was no direct contact with our Armour and INF units. It was a mistake. The info to our field units 

Had to be relayed through the arty nets. Sometimes, it caused delays and on occasions confusion. There were quarries and counter quarries to clear the conflicting interpretations and descriptions. Also, the Army Aviators ability to assess the strength and other details of enemy movements, were at time questioned. But by far, most accounts provided by the Army Aviators, proved accurate and timely.

With the counter attack of Guides CAV from the loc at RAKH BABA BHURE SHAH towards BHAGOWAL and PHILLAURAH, an intense tank battle ensued. Guides CAV claimed 21 enemy tanks in exchange for six of their M-48s lost. GOC 6 Armd Div flew in an H x 13 in the afternoon of 11th Sep to assess the situation. He landed at CHAWINDA. The 9 FF positions at GADGOR had been by passed. There was no clear information emerging about the 11 CAV and 9 FF. The overall losses of our tanks on 11th Sep were estimated by 6 Armd Div, to be 22 tanks. Against this the en losses were put between 30-45 tanks.

 GOC 6 Armd Div, appreciated that he must first consolidate his position at CHAWINDA, before he could take any offensive action. Gen. Abrar then flew to HQ 1 Corps and firmed up his plans.

On 12th Sep, Capt NIAZI, while flying over ZAFARWAL, noticed some movement of enemy tanks and infantry towards ZAFARWAL. He duly reported this. 6 Armd Div reacted by ordering 14(P) Brigade to occupy ZAFARWAL and if already occupied by enemy, to re-capture it. 4 FF supported by A Sqn of 22 CAV, were tasked for it. It was secured by 0100 hours 13th Sept.

The news at ZAFARWAL was very confusing on 12th and 13th Sep. ironically they are still confusing till to –day. There are so many different and contradictory accounts of the situation recorded in the war diaries of the different units. It is the account of the Army Aviators, of the picture, as they perceived and saw develop, which is being recorded. There may be some gaps, some wrong assessments and deductions drawn and possibly 

Some mistakes made in the reporting of the actual information. But far main events that stand out from the memories of Army Aviators are chronicled. On 12th Sep Army Aviator noticed en movement towards ZAFARWAL and the info was passed to 6 Armd Div. They reacted and ZAFARWAL was occupied night 12th/13th Sep. On the morning of 13th Sep the en attacked ZAFARWAL Sector. The main attack came at ZAFARWAL.  A Squadron of 32 TDU (SHERMAN Tanks) withdrew from that position. The pilot of L-19 operating in the area, Capt Niazi, was told on wireless net to give the message to the squadron to immediately return to ZAFARWAL. In the face of the enemy attack our Infantry positions were holding ground and the situation was turning in our favour. The pilot flew over the tanks moving towards DHAMTAL. He gestured and kept indicating to them to return to ZAFARWAL. There was no response. He wrote a message and dropped it. To Tank crews! They read the message, but still kept moving towards DHAMTAL. Seeing that all efforts had failed, the pilot landed the ac on the road, in front of the withdrawing tanks. A Risaldar commanded the Squadron at that time. Capt NIAZI personally explained the position to him and emphatically persuaded him to return to ZAFARWAL. The tanks were thus successfully sent back. They later very effectively participated against the enemy attack at ZAFARWAL Sector and repulsed this attack. It was a known fact, that the Sqn Comd of 32 TDU, Maj MASUD, was later spotted hiding in a sugar cane crop. He had changed to civil dress. For this despicable performance, Maj MASUD was Court Martialled. Whatever the controversy of the events and the contradictory news and battlefield reports, the Army Aviator did ensure the timely return of the tanks to their vitally required positions. The other versions may vary in the war diaries of different units, but the role of Army Aviator landing in the fields and sending the tanks back to ZAFARWAL remained undisputed. 

With the falling back of 11 CAV and 9FF and loosing of ground at GADGOR and PHILLAURAH, the railway line from CHAWINDA- passing through RAKH BABA BHUHRE SHAH and BADIANA became the pivot of our defenses for the subsequent operations. The line of attack of the INDIAN offensive clearly centered itself in that direction. But the enemy Armoured Div was not allowed to develop any momentum of 

their attack. The gallant fight of our own armour on the ground, consisting of GUIDES CAV, 19-L and 25 CAV, kept the enemy armd columns engaged in fierce tank to tank battle. These efforts were fully supported by the Aerial observers, who kept all the enemy columns moving in any strength, under the pounding of all the guns available.  Every time they tried to develop any maneuver, enemy tanks were ideal targets for concentration of Arty guns. This thus denied them all opportunities of fully developing a full fledged armour maneuver. Under the intense fire of our guns, en tanks would disperse and bury themselves in the mud houses for their camouflage. The same practice they would follow, whenever our Air Force pounded them. This our Air force was doing very regularly and effectively. In this the ACT sets carried in the L-19, was proving to be very helpful. The Aerial observers were most efficiently directing our aircraft on to the enemy tanks. Despite all the confusion of the intense battle on the ground, the close range engagements of our tanks, in tank to tank battle, there is not a single case where our aircraft attacked any of our own tanks as of mistaken identity. This does reflect the professionalism of our air force pilots. But the Army Aviators did prove very useful in guiding our own pilots. The knowledge of the ground, the exact location of the enemy armour and the full familiarity of our positions greatly helped them in meeting this role.

Every effort was made by the Army Aviators to keep the formations fully briefed about all possible details of the development of the battlefield on the ground. Regularly visits were made to all the fmn HQ’s. At times some liaison was made even at unit level, though the frequencies of visits at that level were not as much as was desirable, but efforts were made to keep every one informed. 

A very significant event happened on 13th Sept. I had sent Capt NIAZI to ZAFARWAL Sector. This area came under attack on 12th Sep and it was expected that the enemy may mount another attack in that area. Capt NIAZI was told to keep a watchful eye. The pilot was gone for nearly four hours. The endurance of the aircraft was about to finish. This was causing a lot of anxiety at ADAMKE strip. Suddenly the L-19 appeared and everyone felt very relieved. I was very upset with the pilot for having over 

Stretched his luck with the endurance of the aircraft. Truly to his style, Capt NIAZI, very innocently and in his simplistic manner, started describing the details of the sortie. He explained that while he was flying over ZAFARWAL, he saw no enemy activity in the area he was bored.  He decided to fly NORTH of our positions at DEG NADI. The time it happened, he put was at about between 0800-0900 Hrs. The sun was in the EAST. Looking at some distance, he was noticing very flashy reflections of the rays of the sun. This was over a fairly large area. This greatly intrigued him and he kept flying in that direction. He crossed the International Boundary, WEST of DEG NADI. Getting nearer to these reflections, he saw a huge concentration of enemy vehicles, some 4 Miles WEST of SAMBA. He had a very careful look. His estimate was some 2000-3000 vehicles. He further said that while returning, he had passed this information on the Arty net. This graphic and accurate account evoked a very serious attention of all present there. Gauging the most significant importance of this news, I immediately flew to HQ 1 Corps. I conveyed this information personally to Lt. Gen. Bakhtiar Rana. I further very strongly suggested to him that he should himself request the Air HQ for an air strike. I literally held his hands so that he should personally do so. He did this very promptly. The Air HQ was very reluctant to accept the authenticity of the news. Under insistence from the Corps Comd, initially only 2 fighter reconnaissance air craft were sent. Arriving overhead, they confirmed this news. On the air they requested for all available ac to be sent for strike in this area. The target was very lucrative and needed immediate attention. The whole afternoon of 13th Sep, our air force kept pounding them with all weapons available, including the Napalm bombs.

It was generally known towards the late evening of 13th Sep, that our air force had taken a very heavy toll of the en concentrations in their locations WEST of SAMBA. The full implications of action came to be known only a few days later, when some prisoners were captured from the area of CHAWINDA. They identified themselves as part of en 14 Div. The description given by them of the attack of our Air Force, on their concentration area near SAMBA, on the afternoon of 13th Sep, was very graphic and telling. They narrated in detail the extent of destruction caused to them by our Air force. It appeared that this 

Important re-enforcement of the enemy 14 Div, ceased to effectively exist as a formation. In all the operations after 13th Sep, this formation saw only a piece meal employment. They never had any independent or any vitally important role assigned to them. The state of their morale was very low. The pounding that they had received had left them dazed. INDIAN 14 INF Div was so decimated that they ceased to exist as a fighting formation. These details provided the missing clue of the JIG SAW puzzle in the operational orders recovered earlier from a destroyed tank.

The en operational orders captured from the tank of 16 CAV in the evening of 8 Sep, gave full details of the concentration of forces and their plan of attack in this vital SIALKOT Sector. The attack on 8th Sep was led by 16 CAV with 17 Lancers on its LEFT flank and these units were part of enemy 1 Armed Div. The other enemy formations in support in this area were 6 Mtn Div, 26 INF Div and 14 INF Div. The objective given to 14 INF Div was “If in position will capture ZAFAWAL by 8 Sep and there after advance to CHAWINDA to take over from 1 Armd Div.” This formation did not take part in the operation on 8th Sep. Even subsequently, the operational order of en 1 Armd Bde OO No3, captured later, does not mention their 14 INF Div ANX “C”. The prisoners belonging to this formation and who were captured later around 17th/18th Sep, in the CHAWINDA Sector, completed this missing clue of the JIGSAW puzzle-i.e. what happened to the en 14 Inf Div. It was explained that the enemy re-enforcing 14 INF Div, arrived in SAMBA area late. Later on 13th Sep, while still in their conc. area, they were spotted and very badly mauled by our Air Force. They ceased to exist as a proper fighting formation after that. 

From the captured en 1Armd Bde OO N0 3, which was signed on 13th Sep at 1315 Hrs, it is clear that the main INDIAN ARMD DIV attack was planned to be launched sometimes on or after 14th Sep. Events on the ground confirm the same. It is clear that the attack did not proceed as planned. The fierce tank battle started from 15th Sep. onwards. The climax was 16th Sep. From the air, the Army Aviators, operating in the area from Dawn to Dusk, had a very clear bird’s eye view of the battlefield. This was all being reported 

Very professionally to all HQ’s. The enemy armed formations were not allowed to develop the momentum of their attack. No doubt, our own tanks had played the main role. The heroic and bold fight put up by our own tank crews, was blunting a very determined attack of the enemy. This epoch battle was very ably assisted by the Army Aviators. The effective concentration of all available guns, on the attacking enemy armour columns, was both pinching and hurting to them. This coupled with the accurate and effective direction of our own air force, through the ACT sets in the aircraft, did highlight the humble contribution that the un-armed L-19 aircraft were making. From the early morning of 16th Sep, the L-19 aircraft were observing clearly the three main enemy columns of attack. One column was directed towards CHAWINDA, the centre column was making its thrust between CHAWINDA and RAKH BABA BHUHRE SHAH and the third enemy column was directing its attack WEST of the RAKH towards BADIANA. Army Aviators kept regularly informing the details of this operation to the relevant formations. I personally kept the area under observation since first light. I estimated the strength of enemy along each axis as one armoured regiment. During the visits to 15 Div and 6 Armd Div HQ, this appreciation of the direction and the strength of the enemy attack were clearly and specifically conveyed by me to the GOC’s 15 DIV and 6 Armd Div. In my opinion, I had estimated this as a full fledged enemy Armoured Div attack. Later it proved to be prophetically correct. The seriousness of this main determined enemy major offensive was vividly emphasized. On the ground too, as the pressure of the main enemy armoured thrust began to build, it was fully realized that this was the most critical moment of the battle in this sector.

In the evening of 16th Sep, I went to HQ 1 Corps. While I was briefing Comd 1 Corps, Lt. Gen. Rana and Maj. Gen. Yakoob, who had earlier arrived there as Deputy Corps Comd, on the details of this main enemy attack, a quarry was raised. I was asked as to what troops we had on the ground specifically opposing against each of these columns. I was totally shocked! The battle had raged in the area since 8 Sep and even now on the day of 16 Sep, they hardly had any clue of the disposition of own troops. It was most annoying and irritating to realize that Cops HQ, till now had no effective communication 

Links with its formation. Leave alone that, it was also clear, that there was no system of collation of Battlefield Intelligence, its relevant assessment and finally building a picture of the battlefield, with a view to make there own plans at the levels of Corps HQ. I had not expected anything better from Lient General Bakhtiar Rana, but I believed that Major General Yakub had much better professional acumen. He was an armour officer, was till recently the commandant at the Command and Staff College, Quetta had seen battle in Africa in the World War II and was considered a very good professional officer. It later proved, his competence was of rather theoretic nature and not given to practical application. I was totally disappointed in him. It was explained by me that 25 CAV was at CHAWINDA, GUIDES CAV was between CHAWINDA and RAKH BABA BHUHRE SHAH and 19 L was in the area of BADIANA. On hearing this, Maj. Gen. YAQOOB very confidently and re-assuringly remarked that if there is a regt of ours against a regt of the enemy, there would be no break through. Sharing this realistic and reasonable appraisal of the situation, as it obtained on the evening of 16th Sep, I did inquired if we had any plans of our own. I was very emphatically told, that yes our counter offensive plans are being prepared. Col. FARMAN ALI, (who later became Maj. Gen), was acting as GOL GS and he was handling this task.

On the morning of 17th Sep, L-19 aircraft flying in the area, could clearly observe, that the heat of the intense battle that had raged and developed throughout the 16th Sep, had died down very considerably. I visited HQ 6 Armd Div on the early morning of 17th Sep. I met with GOC, Maj. Gen. Abrar, as per the regular routine. The feeling of the grimness of the battle as it prevailed on 16th Sep had changed. The beaming faces of the GOC and the staff told it all. The GOC was explaining that in his opinion the most serious enemy attack had been blunted. Enemy had suffered very heavy tank casualties. Our own tank losses were also high, but much less as compared to the enemy. GOC 6 Armd Div had the habit of monitoring the enemy Armd Div wireless net. He mentioned that he had heard a blanket call on that net. The call was just addressing all the tanks, which had survived the bitter tank action of 16th Sep, to withdraw individually, taking cover in sugar cane crops. Clearly enemy 1 Armed Div had ceased to exist as an FMN and even sub FMN’s. The gravity of the bitter truth had dawned on them GOC 6 Armd Div was equally seized with the situation. He started forming up some counter offensive plans in his mind. His own capability was rather limited, as his units were on much depleted tank strengths due to the prolonged battles.  At this stage, Maj. Gen. Abraar was firmly of the opinion that he could undertake only limited counter attack plans.  He felt that any major initiative could come only at the level of HQ 1 Corps.

Seeing the situation I flew to HQ 1 Corps, all the details of the accounts as seen by the Army Aviators and the important first hand information and description of the assessment of GOC 6 Armd were conveyed. It was strongly suggested that we should at least now have a counter attacke plan of our own. Both the Corps Commander and the Deputy Corps Commander were assertive in stating, that they are working on it. Col (Later Major General) Rao Farman Ali, who was Col CS at the Corps HQ, was also present and took part in the discussion. He later flew in a helicopter, with Captain Ali Jawahar the pilot, to have a detailed look and carry out the required recce and make his own assessment of the situation.  

I flew back to HQ 6 Armd Div in the afternoon of 17th Sep. As I arrived there, GOC 6 Armd Div was very pleased to see me. This he always was, as he expectingly was always awaiting for all the latest news of the battlefield. This time without waiting for any news, GOC congratulated me.  He told him me that the enemy had paid the best compliment to the Army Aviators. He said that while monitoring the INDIAN Armd Div net, he just heard a call for close air support. The targets being mentioned specifically for their Air Force were PATTON Tanks and L-19 Aircraft. It was very flattering. Over the last 10 days battle, the enemy was clearly explaining its frustrations. The lethality of the Patton tanks was being compared with the effectiveness of the support that the L-19’s were providing. The Army Aviator had clearly played a role. The accurate and timely adjustments of the artillery fire support by the Air OP had made its pinch felt on the enemy. So equally was the devastating effect of the direction of our aircraft attack through the airborne ACT in the L-19 aircraft. The pivotal role played by Army Aviation had been clearly driven home in the enemy mind. 

Sure enough, when the INDIAN Air Force came in close sp, after the request made on the enemy wireless set, they came targeting the L-19 Aircraft. Capt Niazi’s aircraft was hit. 

His rudder control was damaged. The aileron too was hit and it was only partially functional. I was also in the air at that time, when I heard this account of the attack and damage on the wireless, I told Capt NIAZI to proceed to SIALKOT strip and land there. I too followed him there. The aircraft crash landed at the old polo ground. It was badly damaged. But the pilot Capt NIAZI and the rear observer, Capt Akhtar Mahmud, manning the ACT, were both safe. 

The storm that had gathered since 6 Sep, with the launching of the Indian attack on Pakistan, had peaked itself and attained its maximum intensity on 15th and 16th Sep. This was weathered so bravely on the ground. Barring a few fiasco’s at JASSAR Br, the in line relief of 24 Bde Gp at PHILLAURAH by 11 CAV and 9 FF during night 10th/11th Sep, the drama and confusion at ZAFARWAL, the performance of the units was most admirable. It was an overall team effort. The tanks, the infantry and the guns had all played their part with utmost devotion, fiercelessly and utmost bravery. In this the Army Aviation had fully blended itself and played their part equally well. Informed judgment and the crucial events all bear testimony to this. The main observation that was made was that so far we only kept reacting to the enemy moves and his attack plan. We met all thrusts and advance of the enemy frontally. The bird’s eye view of the battlefield that the Army Aviators had, clearly and strongly suggested that it was time that we plan our own initiative. These views were strongly suggested by the Army Aviators, during all visits and meeting at different headquarters. 15 Div and 6 Armd Div had remained embroiled in an intense battle with the striking enemy formations. They had little capability at their levels for any major initiative. This had to come at the level of the Corps HQ.

This description of the situation as it permeated till the morning of 17th Sep, is very important and critical. On this day not only the storm had totally died out, but a very grim situation began to develop for the enemy forces that had made the penetration. Enemy had massed 3 Infantry Divisions, namely 6 Mtn Div, 26 Div and 14 Div and 1 Armd Div plus. They secured the firm base and launched their attack on 8th Sep. By the morning of 

17th Sep, they could only make a small and modest buldge. The maximum penetration made was when BUTUR DOGRAN DI was captured by the leading tanks of 17 HORSE. The full weight of this momentum of all these formations put together, gained a depth of 10-12 Miles only. This was blunted and petered out by the evening of 16th Sep. At this stage frantic calls were being made by the Indian High Command, to Lt Col Tara par, Co 17 lancers, urging him fanatically to press home his attack. He was told that Mahavir Chakra will be on his feet, if he could capture Mile Stone 3.  The tank of CO 17 HORSE was leading the attack. He certainly was very bold and was fiercely leading the main offensive. He equally was matched, as was aptly described later, by men of steel. Head on he was met. His tank was destroyed and Lt. Col TARAPUR was killed there. But the main thing is that, the storm that was gathering had been effectively and totally blocked and blunted very close to its objective. He did get Mahavir Chakra, but it was a posthumous award. Many units were claiming the credit for destroying his tank. But it was never clear who actually destroy the tank.25Cav, 3FF and 1st all kept claiming the credit.

The horizons had begun to clear from 17th Sep onwards. The enemy made some small and desperate limited attacks. The most significant event was that the COC 6 Armd Div Gen Abrar gave his orders on the night of 17th Sept, for a limited offensive on 18th Sep. The area up to JESSORAN was cleared. Indians again launched their final desperate attack on the night of 19 Sept. It was basically an Infantry attack. It was totally mauled. The next morning saw hundreds of dead bodies littering the place. Many were captured. A transformation from a purely defensive posture to a limited counter attack had taken place in the planning of 6 Armd Div. The battlefield picture provided by the Army Aviation and the assessment so made did greatly help in this development. The critical level of Command which could take a bolder and decisive action was HQ 1 Corp. A re-grouping was made. Some units of 1 Armd Div, which had arrived earlier from KHEM KARAN sector were made part of a Armd Div and, were re-enforced with some fmn’s/units already in the area of PASRUR and CHAWINDA. Maj. Gen. Yaqub was made the Div Comd. Some operational plans were chalked out. Again the advice of Army Aviation was an important in put in these plans. While the enemy had made a small buldge up to CHAWINDA, we were holding a firm base at ZAFARWAL. This had 

Rendered the enemy LEFT flank very vulnerable to any attack from the direction of DEG NADI, in particular near ZAFARWAL. Army Aviators while flying were clearly viewing this typical sand model description and fully projecting this in all the routine and ultra routine visits to HQ 1 Corps. The enemy was desperately trying to disengage and extricate its remnants of the armoured FMN’s/units from this area. It was being clearly emphasized by the Army Aviators that the time to counter attack was now. Any delay and time wasted will enable the enemy to extricate himself and re-group. This was the advice and the message. Col. Farman Ali, Col GS 1 Corps, made several plans. The plan that was formally formulated and reduced to writing is being attached as ANX“      ”.  Col FARMAN ALI did get an aerial view of the area and finalized the objectives and the line of direction of this attack with the benefit of this aerial view. Why it was never executed was a mystery.

Brig. Z.A. KHAN (Retd.), in his book “ The Way It WAS ”, some years later and through hindsight, writes in his book “ 1 Corps now with 1 Armoured Division, less 5 Armoured Brigade, under its command, planned to recapture PHILLAURAH, CHOBARA and MAHARAJKE. No plan to cut the PATHANKOT-SAMBA-Jammu road by advancing NORTH from ZAFARWAL was made, which would have the same effect as capture of AKHNUR”. Was not this being advocated by the Army Aviators and being emphasized with all its conviction, subsequent to the events of 17th September and beyond! A cease fire came on 23rd September, but our plan of counter offensive was not executed. No one has explained any reasons for this. One has heard some muffled excuses. Shortage of ammunition being one of those. None of the unit Commanders in the area ever suggested so. As suggested in the earlier description, was it due to some serious failings of the qualities of head and heart at some critical levels of Command! Or was there any other compelling circumstances? At least no one in the field of operations was aware of it.
While the Army Aviation was fully integrated with the operations of 12 Div, 7 Div, 15 Div, 6 Armed Div and HQ 1 Corps it is unfortunate, that though some Army Aviation effort was provided to Lahore and Kasur Sector and the main strike force 1 Armed Div, but it never got fully integrated.  It is not understood and there is no plausible 

Explanation, that when you plan to launch a major offensive in Khem Kharan, you do not ensure that it had the services of Airborne Eyes, to fully keep them informed of the real time battlefield information.  Equally important was the factor, that when Command and Control became difficult through ground channels, why was not the helicopter utilized to effect the necessary links, co-ordination and bring about cohesion of command.  In the planning, when 7 Div and 1 Armed Div, were to be launched as the main strike force; to ensure the success of thrust, bring about co-ordination in command and through that retain the momentum of attack, my Squadron was affiliated to this force.  We remained deployed in May/June at Balloki and waited in the wings, for the force to be launched Why this strike force was split with the move of HQ 7 Div to CHAMB area, Why the launching of the 1 Armed Div, which was the main thrust, undertaken through vague and ambiguous arrangements along with 11 Div, located in Kasur area? These remain a mystery; Lieut General Altaf Qadir, GOC 7 Div, had done all the planning for this and some other options.  Why was he posted to CENTO, against his will?  In fact, when the war was imminent he rushed back from ANKARA without any authority or instructions and pleaded at GHQ for the command of 7 Div.  This again was refused!  It does not end at that earlier, Major General Yahya Khan, had made all the preparations for the defense of the Sialkot area.  He had done the recee of the whole area on foot, made a detailed appreciation of different contingencies and had made all plans for the dispositions of his own troops and conceived all possible reactions and contingencies to meet any enemy threat.  He was moved from 15 Div to take over 7 Div.  He was replaced by a most incompetent and ill-suited G.O.C. Brig Ismail.  The joke about him was, that at an exercise, when he was to give his plan, in his flowery English, he said “That when my formation assumes offensive and embarks on our thrust at full throttle, no one should stop me”.  He was told very bluntly.  “It depends as to in which direction you are moving”.   He was a stray maverick as a soldier.  The question that arises is as to why he was inflicted as G.O.C. 15 Div.  Equally related are the questions of Maj Gen Yahya Khan moving over to take over 7 Div, Lt Gen Altaf Qadir being shunted to CENTO at this critical stage, the placing of HQ 7 Div in the area of CHAMB and relieving of Maj Gen Akhtar Malik from the command of 12 Ops in CHAMB on 2 September 1965.  There are 

No clear answer’s provided to all these questions.  One did not privies any catastrophic consequences emanating from these decisions at that time, but the abye that we had to pay could have been reasonably foreseen.  In hindsight, all these follies clearly stood facing us on our face.  As far as the moving over of Maj Gen Yahya Khan to 7 Div and then his taking over the command of CHAMB operations on 2 September 1965, the only objective reasons could be that he was being groomed as the next C-IN-C.  This can be deduced from all the events leading up to it.  But at what price!
The most morbid decisions were, as to how Lt Gen Bakhtiar Ran, was given the command of the only Corps that we had. Major General Nasir, an Infantry Officer, was given the command of the most important 1 Armed Div and the hosts of other questionable appointments at other levels of command.  The miff that these attracted, had clearly surfaced in the minds of all well meaning and sincere officer’s.  I can clearly recall the voices of strong, dissent raised by Lt Gen Altaf Qadir and many others, even before the war.  But the events of 1965 war, clearly brought out the sins and the absonant nature of these decisions.  The change of command on 2 Sept, 1965, brought in its wake the unpardonable delay in the capture of AKHNUR.  At the outset of the war, the higher command of the Army was fully cognizant of the stupidity and the irrationality of all these key appointments that they had made.  Hurriedly they strived to address and correct these willful blunders.  They appoint Maj Gen M. Yakub as Deputy Corps Commander, G.O.C. 15 Div;  Brig Ismail is replaced by Major Gen Tikka Khan, Brig Riaz-ul-Karim, was desperately dispatched as Deputy Div Commander, 6 Armed Div.  He was hurriedly replaced by Brig. Effandi after the fiasco of 11 Sept. 65.  Even he was sent packing latter on.  Yet these worked only partially. Maj Gen Tikka Khan stabilized the Sialkot Sector.  Luckily, Maj Gen Abrar stood on his own feet, rather than the crutches provided by the appointment of Deputy Div Commander; but yet he was handicapped in his handling of the armoured formations.  The disaster’s at the level of HQ 1 Corps and 1 Armed Div still prevailed these changed the history of the War. 

What were the reasons and the motivating factor for these key decisions?  These were none other than the baser desire of perpetuating their own rule and command.  They needed men with such qualities of head and heart, who could ensure that.  Why no 

Reflection or even obtrusively mention of these, in the Diaries of Ayub Khan, and many other accounts written is made?  Did they all have selective memories?  Gohar Ayub is busy portraying with effusion, the skilful manipulations and orchestrated presentations, the illustrious background of his grand parents and the achievements of his father Field Marshal Ayub Khan.  Why does he not throw light on the damages caused by all his ambitions deeds, his demeaning acts and omissions and his penchant for self glorification and perpetuation?  The list is long.  I will illustrate and draw a synopsis later.  But right now, I want to bring out his own conduct and behavior.  As a reservist, he was recalled to join the Army.   His unit was deployed to defend the borders of Pakistan.  He should have shown the will and resolve to join his comrades in Arms, like many other did.  But he preferred to sit in the lap of his father, in the comfort of the President’s House, rather than take his place in the battlefield.  He now claims great pride and honor in his service and association with the Army.  I do not think the Army can share these thoughts.  It was not an act and conduct of an honorable officer. Rather it was a betrayal of the trust that Army had placed in him.

To finally conclude the events of the 1965 War, one may summarize the command structure that General Ayub had given to this Army, was nothing short of treachery.  The Generalship was hardly visible in the battlefield.  The main redeeming aspect was the spirit, resolve, grit and determination of the Lt Col’s and below.  They proved to be the backbone.  Not only that they blunted the attack of the Indian forces, but they also decimated and destroyed them to a level that we could and should have pursued the final act of concluding their defeat, at least in the Sialkot Sector.  We have been hearing many explanations and clarifications for not launching our Counter Attack plan at CHAWINDA, between 17 Sept. and 23 Sept. when the ceasefire came.  Air Marshal Nur Khan mentioned only a few years ago, that General Musa had briefed them that it was due to acute shortages of ammunition.  This he said at the house of Air Chief Marshal Zulfikar.  I had even there and then told him that it was not true as far as my knowledge, assessment and opinion was concerned I later had it checked up by many other sources.  Maj Gen Farman Ali categorically told me that there were no shortages of ammunition.  Many other, who were in the area, also confirmed.  The account of 6 Armed Div, by Maj 

Gen Abrar, in his dispatches in the form of the book, “Men of Steel”, also makes no mention of any such shortages.  In fact he clearly describes all preparations and readiness for launching it.  He equally was disappointed and dejected as it was called off.  The reasons given by Lt Gen Gul Hassan in his book “Memoirs” mentioned the fatigue factor of the elements of 1 Armed Div, who had arrived in the area from KHEM KHARAN Sector on the 16 Sept. In my meetings held at Corps HQ on most regular basis, Maj Gen Yakub kept repeating, “I am doing the detailed planning for it, as I do not want another KHEM KARAN fiasco.”  When reminded that the area and the terrain were fully familiar and known to own troops, his reaction would still be of cautious approach.  I even repeatedly kept telling him,” That you should come in the helicopter with me and we fly over the whale area. This will give a clear bird’s eyes view of the area of operation. You can then make your hypothesis, draw your plans and determine your likely lines of our own thrusts and objectives.” His mute response was that, “You have given a clear picture of the situation obtaining on the ground and that there is no need for me to carry out any aerial recee” Col Farman Ali, had made six different operational plans.  One of those was selected and refined as Operation “WIND UP”.  He told me, that he has a copy, and that he will give it to me.  He died a few years ago, and I could not lay my hands on that.  But why was this called off, no one has given any clear reasons?  To my mind it was all due to the ineptness and temerity of command, at Corps HQ’s and at HQ 1 Armed Div, whose command had been given to Maj Gen Yakub, for this vital task.

I have endeavored to describe the operation, most particularly in CHAMB and SIALKOT sector, the way I saw and perceived it from the air, the thoughts and views that I shared with the commanders in the area and most importantly an attempt is made to capture the spirit of the troops and the junior leadership on the ground, It is essentially to epitomize where the credit is due and to bring out serious mistakes made, both willful and unwittingly.  

I personally commanded the Army Aviation effort in both the areas.  It was my passionate involvement as an aviator, to tie in our humble efforts towards making the operations a success.  It was in the proverbial role of unarmed into battle, that we played our part.  The boys gave their best, How far they succeeded in earning their battlefield spurs, and I cannot stand in judgment!

We served under 12 Div, 7 Div, 15 Div, and 6 Armed Div and with HQ 1 Corps.  All had nothing but praise for the gallant role played by the Army Aviators.  I was asked to initiate any citations for gallantry awards.  This was emphatically re-enforced with the remarks, that they would just blindly sign it and forward it to GHQ.  These remarks were being made by them in all sincerity and in full recognition of the role that the Army ‘Aviation had played in both the sectors.  Two citations for the award of SJ were initiated from 7 Div.  My name was forwarded for immediate award of SJ on 4 Sept. I inaited citation for the award of SJ for Capt. Khalid Saeed for his brave act of 4 September, when he neutralized the Indian gun position and Maj. Gen, Yahya endorsed it fully.  The awards granted were TQA and Imtiazi Sanad.  Perhaps, it was related to the intensity of the battles in the area and its importance.  Maj Gen Yahya Khan, himself summed it up adequately.  He said “I think I write good English.  Where was the purport and the intent lost, I do not know”.   I told him that it did not matter.  It is important that the dedication and the gallantry of the boys were fully recognized.  He then recounted the story of the award of V.C. to Lieut (Later Lieut Gen) Bhagat during WW II.  Yahya and Bhagat were in the same Brigade in the African theatre.  Bhagat’s name was recommended by the Brigade Commander for the award of MC for the mine clearance operations that he had carried out.  Some times later, they were all seated in the Brigade mess and were listening to the BBC.  It was announced that Lieut Bhagat Singh had been awarded Victoria Cross for his brave deeds.  Yahya Khan narrated, they were all taken aghast by the breaking of these news.  Even Bhagat Singh could not believe it!  It seemed that somewhere along the line of reporting, the citation had achieved a much higher connotation of this act of velour and gallantry.  These are the paradoxes of war.  It did not matter to us.  The main thing is that every one was fully cognizant of the contribution made by the Army Aviators.

The most intense battle was fought in the Sialkot Sector; and in particular the area of responsibility of 6 Armed Div. It is mot gratifying that the Army Aviation received the most profound, precise unequivocal and spontaneous adulation of all the troops, units and commands that we worked closely with.  It can best be summed up in the description it received in the war dispatches of Major General Abrar Hussain, GOC 6 Armd Div.  In the book “Men of Steel”, he describes, “No record of these crucial battles of Badiana-Chawinda, nor indeed of our other action, would be complete without special mention of the unfailing support provided to the forward troops by our Artillery, Army Aviation and the PAF”.  There could be no better compliments to the role of Army Aviation, than to equate it with the lethality, efficiency and efficacy of the role played by our airmen and Artillery!  We are most grateful for this. It was the best tribute that could be paid to us.

This is elaborated and further defined, “The Army Aviation pilots did invaluable work and defied all hazards not only to accurately direct artillery fire over terrain where ground observation was restricted, but also flew reconnaissance missions constantly and reported enemy movement”.  It is believed that about 70% of the artillery shoots conducted was taken by Air OP. Many aircraft returned from their missions with aircraft riddled with bullets. Luckily we had no fatal casualties. It could only be described as the blessings of Allah.

The record goes on to describe, “The support from the PAF was unfailing, prompt and accurate.  No praise can be too much for the courage and the fighting efficiency of our airmen-both PAF and Army”.  Invariably the strikes of our Air Force were guided by the Army Aviators from the ACT sets in the L-19 Aircraft.  The accuracy reflected the skills of our PAF Pilots, but the guidance to the concerned targets, stands testimony to the knowledge of the area, the precise information of the locations of the enemy and the daring of Army Aviators who guided them.  There is not a single instance, where our own Air Force hit any of our troops as mistaken target.  No wonder that on 17 Sept, when the enemy was making drastic requests for the Air Support, the targets being given were Patton Tanks and L-19 Aircraft.  The friends and foes, both were fully alive to the contribution of the unarmed blend of the soldier/pilot regime.

The war of 1965 reached its climax in the Sialkot Sector.  It was a period of continuous battles from 8 Sept, onwards till the time of cease fire.  The units fought fiercely, gallantly and with unique display of bravery.  They knew the odds faced by them.  These deeds got the unstinted and univocal admiration and adulation of all.  This was fully resonant in feelings and reminiscent in the gallantry award bestowed.  The highest decorated units were 3FF, 25 Cav and Guides Cav.  Eight names were sent for the award of SJ from each of these units. 3FF recovered 6 SJ, Five of the gallant soldiers of each of these other unit received SJ.  A well deserved tribute.  It is equally flattering that four names of Army Aviators got recommended for the award of SJ and all four received this award. The Aviators fought alongside with their comrades on the ground and they got more than their generous share of gallantry awards.  The contribution made was the collective effort of the entire team of Army Aviators. It was difficult to single out any outstanding efforts of any one individual.  Still the names of Capt (LATER MAJ. GEN.) Hidayat Ullah Khan Niazi and Capt. Khalid Saeed stood out.   I was happy that Niazi got SJ, but felt equally sorry that Khalid Saeed was only awarded Imtiazi Sanad.

When the ceasefire came, on 23 Sept, 1965 I was sitting at the Squadron strip near SAMBRIAL.  In a pensive mood, I was reflecting on my thoughts of utter frustration and despondency, over the events of the last 23 fateful days of our battles.  What was echoing in my mind was, as to how the gallant deeds of our men and junior leadership up to the level of Lt Col, had been frittered and bartered away by our higher command.  These thoughts I had equally, frankly and passionately shared with Maj Gen Yahya Khan.  This I had done on many a visits that I made to his HQ, which was located just across the River Chenab, from our location at SAMBRIAL.  As mentioned earlier, he had 

summed up his personal reactions with the remarks, “We have failed to give this Army the Generalship that it deserved”.

As I described earlier, Lt Col Zafar, flew in from DHAMIAL and stayed with me the whole day.  I gave full vent to me innate feelings.  These,he had carried and as narrated earlier, these reached the ears of General Ayub Khan.  The next day, Zafar was called to GHQ and orders for his compulsory retirement were given to him.   I flew back to DHAMIAL to take a break from our 25 days hectic activities.  To relax,` we decided to play golf in the evening.  As Zafar and myself stood at the old tee No. 5, we saw General Ayub with his foursome coming along the fairway of Hole 6.  As he saw us teeing off, he stood in the middle of the fairway, called Major General M. Rafi, his Military Secretary, and pointing his fingers towards us, he was giving some instructions to him. Of course, we could not hear.  Zafar made only an intelligent guess.  He said, “I suppose you will also be retired by this evening”.  I was reminded of Brig Gul Hasan and what he had said earlier at MATANNI.  My feeling was the same “I care a damn”.   That it did not happen, is I beliexe on account of a message that Maj Gen M.Yahya khan gave to General Musa. He told him,”If you are going to retire such officers, then who is going to fight the war for you,”       

After we finished our game, Zafar and myself sat down to have a cup of tea, on the lawns of the Golf Club.  We saw General Ayub and his foursome also finish their round of golf.  Maj General, M. Rafi, after seeing the President off, came over to our table and sat down to have a cup of tea with us.  He was all smiles.  He was being very nice to us.  In fact he complimented us for the role that the Army Aviation had played in the war.  As he left, we were wondering as to the purpose and the  intent of this nice gesture!  Perhaps the high command had some second thoughts on the rash decision of removing Zafar from the Army.

It is in this background that the Squadron was moved back to DHAMIAL after the cease fire.  All the frustrations had already piled up.  To compound the matters further, this so called glory of General Ayub’s role in the country, was waning away.  His naked imposition of Martial Law, his butchery of the democracy through his ill perceived and ill-conceived chain of electoral reforms; all with a view to keep himself in power, were clearly discernable.

While completing the history of the role of the Army Aviation to supplement or augment the efforts on the ground, the description of the account itself should lend to pass its judgment. Was the Air, Armour and Artillery of the AAA’s assisted by the Army Aviator’s AA’s ? Army Aviation does not want to lay any claims. We as Aviators need to do our own internal evaluation. There is a need to carry out a fresh appraisal and assessment of the role that theArmy Aviation can and need to play. Having chartered that, we then need to harness and gear our efforts to achieve those goals...

The technology has changed a great deal since. For the Air Force carpet bombing and its sheer weight, the daisy cutters, the cluster bombs and the accurate application of this massive power unleashed by these new weapon systems, their ruthless execution by day and night, have revolutionalized its role. The real time battlefield picture, the organic airpower capability, the battlefield mobility and the overall blend of a professional soldier and a technocrat of a pilot in the Army Aviator, still remain the key and the central role for Army Aviation. May they keep progressing in that direction. The flag of Army Aviation I am sure, will keep flying high.

