Thank you, Mr. President
By Ex-Servicemen
 The solitary brave soldier of this country has spoken. We were delighted and salute you, Mr. President. You have the sole privilege to use such uncivilised language to describe and size us up, the motley Ex-Servicemen. Our expression is of politeness, humility but dignified and becoming of us. But no one should make any mistake; it is a voice of firmness, unambiguity as loud and clear as can be and comes from our hearts.
 We boldly, bravely and proudly stood up to defend our country in all wars. Even now in the twilight years of our life, our legs are firm and the bodies resolute to be in the forefront, if an occasion arises which demands our sacrifices.
 As we gathered the other day to give vent to our earnest views and innate feelings, we had persons, who are the pride of the country, amongst us. There were the Air Marshals who so gallantly cleared and dominated our skies of all adverse intrusions. Also present were the Admirals of the Navy who played their role admirably. Then, there were the humble soldiers who defended the soil of this privileged country resolutely and with their blood. Yes, there were no four-star Generals. They were invited, but they decided to conspicuously abstain. The reason was obvious! They had hardly anything to show for themselves.
 Those who had emotionally shared their views that day, were an impressive galaxy; a person with SJ Bar, he was equally supported and flanked by other respected officers who had the privilege of leading their units in battles which earned five and fours SJs respectively; all sitting in our midst. Most importantly, there were some JCOs and other ranks from Malakand Division, whose lands and homes were in the turbulent areas under turmoil. They came besieging to inquire as to when will their old comrades stand up and speak for them in this crisis. They Ex-Servicemen spontaneously and voluntarily responded. They expressed their resolve to help them in these hours of their trials and tribulations. The numbers may have been rather small, but they were totally committed. Let their be no doubt that this will keep swelling everyday that passes and even every tomorrow that may beckon them.
 You demean and haughtily describe them as ‘good for nothing’ Generals. You claimed you kicked them out of the service. What debasement of facts! Many had honourably retired even before you joined the service. There were others under whom you kept serving for years. There was only a solitary General who had ever served under you. What was his crime? He remained in the ambit and the bounds of the Army discipline but yet, had the courage to speak his mind boldly and directly at your face. He stands tall rather than belittled. You cannot be the judge, the juror and the executor. Surely the Nation will give its verdict. Success or otherwise is determined by what remains after you depart. They mostly have already qualified to these values. You still have to face these tests and trials.
 You say, this is not a Banana Republic. What are the qualifying conditions for tht? A country where the respected judges are removed and arrested, only to be replaced by pliant judges to provide justice, the media is told to behave and act as desired by the power lobbies, the form of the Government is not what the constitution says but as one man dictates; how would you describe such a republic. It is the people and the public opinion that should determine that. The Nation has already rejected these nuances. If the western countries marvel at this model, they should rush to embody and incorporate these wise and worldly thoughts and systems.
 The President of America labels you as an indispensable ally of his choice. While hiding these thoughts if he considers that you are a democratically elected head are ensuring that the judiciary is independent, the media is free under him; then we implore George Bush to follow this excellent example and pattern for his own country. There cannot be double standards; one for themselves and another for Pakistan.
 When you took over this country through an illegal act, you said, “I have a vision.” We have been hearing that ever since. What is it actually? No one understands that to date. We hear that the economy is booming! What we see on ground is that common man’s miseries are piling up everyday. Probably, there are claims laid that the law and order has improved. What we see is a dismal picture. The country is seeing increasing incidents of suicide bombings. Yet the intelligence agencies seem to be standing as hapless by standards. It is amazing and pathetic that no one seems to have any clue as to who is responsible, where they are being trained and who is financing them. You say that you are strictly adhering and abiding by the constitution. We are totally at a loss to find which one! May be you brought some with you at the time of your birth of which we are nor aware.
 The agricultural production figures are being projected with great pride. The crones are drumming up record production! When we look at the Economic Survey of Pakistan, we see that in 1996, the GDP growth in agriculture sector had surged to 11.7%. This is not matched even by any cooked up figures. We are at a loss what to believe.
 To clear our minds out of this hapless crystal gazing pictures shrouded in self claimed figures of growth which further makes it murky, by an imported Prime Minister we are calling another meeting of our forum of Ex-Servicemen very shortly. We invite you as General (Retired) Pervez Musharraf along with your star-studded team of Ex-Servicemen to join us. Honour us with your presence and give us your wisdom so explicitly being expressed. We are open to all well meaning and sincere thoughts. The occasion demands that the prevailing situation in South Waziristan and the Swat must also be earnestly reviewed. It is an urgent requirement. We will be shortly addressing this.
 You say your life is on line of fire. That is your choice. But we cannot allow the future of this country on any line of fire by anyone. 
