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The game of political brinksmanship and personal advantage at the cost of the country has consistently proved a recipe for disaster and the biggest scourge and a thorny crown for Pakistan. While the uneducated masses showed sagacity, wisdom and foresight during the general elections, the political warring factions have continued to show their rudderless and leaderless approach rooted in self conceit, narrow vision and selfishness.  Leaders such as these are inept, egoistic, and bigoted. They apply a self centered vision propagating themselves as self proclaimed Messiahs. 
Beware of the ides of March! Is the advice that all sanguine, sincere, patriotic and honest citizens can give to Asif Ali Zardari and Nawaz Sharif. Are they blind to the darkening clouds on the horizons of Pakistan, in an environment wherein the international and internal forces, inimical to the very existence of the country, work in overdrive with all its fathom and design?
Five months down the line and since the formation of the coalition government, where have these political wrangling taken the country to? Without any meaningful achievement, the coalition today, stands crumbled. Asif Ali Zardari must squarely take the blame for this bizarre performance. He, without due regard to consultation with allies, or consideration to competence and merit, filled some of the most sensitive appointments with hand picked cronies. This disconnect reflected adequately in the team that accompanied the Prime Minister on his very important visit to America. It was a poor reflection of a country that has far better talented elected representatives as also from diverse sections of the civil society. 
The issue of restoration of judiciary for as long as it supported a popular uprising was used to advantage. Now that it serves no more for political expediency and runs counter to political advantage, it is being constantly degraded. The jugglery of words and chain of broken promises rather than improve continue to tear the political fabric of Pakistan at its seams. All this abominable performance is being justified on the basis that in politics nothing is sacrosanct and there are no final words. This is a total debasement of all principles and ethics of any form of democracy and nationhood. If this could be taken as acceptable and honorable, then there is no difference between the despicable performance of PML(Q) under Musharaf and the current PPP leadership with Zardari at its helm?
A party which had the proudest track record of commitment, sacrifices, defiant spirit and most defined zeal of its workers stands totally betrayed   by its leadership. Is this an unwitting error or a deliberate method by design? Is this the inept, confused and illogical decision making mechanisms or is it the outcome of preconceived policies tantamount to insanity in the mind of decision makers? Questions such as these beg a response and also explain Pakistan’s current political impasse.
While the country faces enormous and colossal internal and external challenges, this coterie remained embroiled since its embryonic days of coalition till to-day, in the farce of restoring judiciary. Had they had the political will, this could have been resolved in days. As a result, other important issues which beckon urgent resolution stand ignored and neglected. 
The re-appraisal of Pakistan’s foreign policy is in doldrums.  The evaluation of threat posed by various forces inimical to Pakistan’s security is only receives lip service. US and NATO military intervention into Pakistan’s soil is being reported daily. Pakistan’s worst protagonist India has been allowed to open over 20 consulates and deploy intelligence units on our western borders. In this anti Pakistan activity, they get full support from USA, NATO and Russia.  Indians are establishing bases in Central Asian States, for designs we understand best. A very vast intelligence network and gathering station at Jabal Siraj works full time against Pakistan. 

Amidst the present political posturing, these serious issues seem to be ignored. It appears that here is either no mechanism to asses these nefarious threat signals or the briefs are being consciously being ignored. As Pakistanis and people who have lots of hopes in PPP, we are worried to the point of disillusionment. We see these threat images as a larger global nexus of America, UK, India, and Israel to bring the Pakistan created by Jinnah and strengthened by Bhuttos to the point of a hapless vassal state. Even if our concerns are remotely realistic, why has the government not registered them in the forum that manages the so called war on terror? Why does the government not comprehend its strengths on the issue and continue to act timidly. As Pakistanis, we want to tell these state managers that ‘do not go to stamp a mouse when there is a tiger at your door’. State security rather than mere lip service warrants concrete actions, valor in convictions and determination to stand by principals.  It is apathetic that whatever is being done is to the contrary. 
Why and how have we got into this quagmire? Subservience in international politics, deliberate or consequential serves only to attract more pressure. It is no surprise that we are guilty of both. Those in power, have clustered around them a team of non- descript, non-elected and un-tested team of adviser’s, running the affairs of the state. There are many question marks regarding their competence and background. There are many queries regarding their shady activities that need to be addressed. As an icing on this badly recopied cake is the continuous and ill advised policy directives and instructions coming from the co-chairman Mr. Asif Ali Zardari. If the internal squabbling and incompetence was not bad enough, we are now suddenly astounded by the startling revelation, that our key leadership has now a new international advisor.

What are the credentials Zalmay Khalizad? He is of Afghan origin and now a naturalised American citizen. In 1996, he was roaming around in Pakistan, as an employee of UNICOL, seeking help for a gas pipeline from Turkmenistan to Pakistan through Afghanistan. He had no contacts or influence in Afghanistan and was all at bay. He was seen persuading Major Gen. NK Babar the then Interior Minister to use his good offices with Taliban and get their approved and protection for this project. I also met him a few times in Babar’s office. He gave me his card and was very keen that when ever I visit USA, I must call on him. In September 1996, while I was in Washington he very promptly came over to see me in my hotel. By coincidence, John Regan, a senior CIA official, had also phoned me the same morning and told me that he would be coming over to meet me. While Khalilzad was still sitting with me, John Regan also arrived in the room. As I introduced him to John Regan I also gave his brief background. John Regan appeared excited, held his hand and took him in his company. Khalilzad was over excited at this chance encounter, appeared excited and both left together. Was this the beginning of the mercurial rise of Zalmay Khalilzad? 
It appears that Zalmay had had his day and got picked immediately as a key advisor on Afghanistan. He is of Pakhtun origin, but whatever life he had lived in his country of origin, was in the area controlled by Northern Alliance leadership. Obviously he provided very naïve in-put to the American planners and policy makers. As a result his Northern Alliance rather than the Pashtun ethnicity left a mark on US policy in that the pro Indian slant and bias of Northern alliance in clearly visible in policies that USA followed. This disastrous advise was furthered strengthened, when the Americans appointment him as the Ambassador in Kabul. No wonder, they are now in a total mess and quagmire in Afghanistan. I am amused and baffled on the content of advice, mentoring or counseling that he can possibly give to Zardari. One is totally wonder struck!
Zardari got a God gifted opportunity handed to him after the tragic demise of Benazir Bhutto. It appears that he is floundering in this responsibility with a mixture of amateurish approach, inadequate political background and lack of grooming. Regardless of the report in the Financial Times about Zalmay, Zardari has been consistently blundering, shifting his stance and position on most issues. He has publicly said that all promises can be broken without a qualm of conscience and morality. This by itself is a very alarming reflection of his mindset.

The international press is now thriving on accounts of his wealth abroad. As an honorable man of integrity, he should contradict these reports or else sue the scribes for damages. If he thinks he has acquired these assets through justifiable means, legally, honestly and through fair play, then he is morally bound to disclose his full assets. As an honorable citizen of this country and the President to be, it remains incumbent on him tat he set a precedence to bring his entire wealth back to Pakistan, so that others may follow his example. 

Now that he has decided to contest the election of President of Pakistan, it is totally incumbent on him, that he presents his image of an untarnished, unblemished, unbiased and a sane leader, above all truly representative of the federation of Pakistan. Right now he may have the legal backing, political vendetta of prolonged imprisonments and requisite numbers to support his candidature. But what stands against him is performance of the past few months devoid of any morals, ethics and political principals. 
Both Zukfiqar Ali Bhutto and Benazir Bhutto have laid their lives for the noblest cause and future of Pakistan. As a progeny of such great political legacy, we implore and beg Zardari not to put the future of this country at stake for his short term gains.  In his own words, he must play his positive role in PAKISTAN KHAPPAY.
