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PAKISTAN’S  SECURITY AND STABILITY IN A TRAUMATIC WORLD

PAKISTAN EX SERVICEMEN ASSOCIATION

(A Select Panel Report)

PAKISTAN AND THE US WAR ON TERROR

PART I

THE POLITICS OF CONTAINMENT
A Chapter in Neo Colonialism

Introduction.
 The events of the last few years have been casting dark shadows at the political horizon of this country. In early 2007, the spontaneous movement of the lawyers’ community provided the spark to galvanize the entire civil society to mobilize itself against the rule of the military dictator. At this critical juncture of our history, the Ex-Servicemen realizing the onus of responsibility on their shoulders, decided to come out in full support of this struggle. It was the beginning of a humble effort. We began to re-group and re-organize ourselves and while still in the process of doing so, we raised our voice for the first time on 20 , January, 2008. The message was loud and clear:-
· Musharraf must be forced to resign.

· The judiciary must be restored to pre 3, November, 2007 position

· An independent election commission should be formed to hold free and fair elections  

While we kept building up our organization to become a fully representative forum, which could emerge as the voice of genuine, sincere, well meaning fully inspired and committed comrades in arm as ex-servicemen, we took a new pledge.  It was that we will stand up to defend the constitution of Pakistan and to maintain the rule of law. We may have made mistakes in the past, for which we would offer unqualified apologies, but would vow never to let those be repeated. While we were still in our formative transition, we decided that we must undertake an immediate study of some of the important issues that were vital and would determine the future of this country.  For this critical task we requested some most eminent, experienced, knowledgeable and outstanding personalities who had an excellent  record in the  service to this country, to join us in these deliberations and in depth study of problems that are affecting the sovereignty and the security of the country. We are most grateful to them for their valuable contributions. This is our first effort on the issues defined in the title.  Hopefully, we will continue to take up all other matters of National importance. We would invite free, frank and sincerely motivated questions to offer any clarifications that may be deemed necessary. Hence we present this study.  
Prelude

1.
The end of bipolarity was also the end of the balancing act of small nations to hedge their national security. Liberalisation and trans-nationalism of political economy has eroded the previously conceived notions of state sovereignty. This multi layered model of international equilibrium dominated by a single military and economic complex has enabled USA supported by its NATO Allies to pursue aggressive policies world over. This Collective Security Order on the pretext of International Peace is now influencing the international environment with diplomatic and military strategies bonded by aggressive economic interests for a ‘Full Spectrum Dominance’. The eastwards expansion of NATO, occupation of Iraq, military presence in Afghanistan and endearment of India are the manifestations of this political economy. In this race for domination, the most affected are countries like Afghanistan and Pakistan, ironically the two most important actors in the disintegration of USSR. This is a scheme of betrayal; passing through violent and chaotic times tantamount to what USA terms ‘Burnout’. 
2.
Events of 9/11 provided a time jump and exemplify how Al Qaeda, Taliban and successive non representative regimes in Pakistan have hastened to rationalise a long contemplated US strategic move based on Mckinder’s Doctrine of Eurasian Landmass and Brezinski’s strategic prescription of an Integrated Euro Asian Geo-Strategy. He wrote: 
“America succeeded in entrenching itself on both the extreme western and extreme eastern shores of the great Eurasian continent. The defence of these continental bridgeheads (epitomised on the Western front by the Berlin blockade and the Eastern by the Korean War was the first strategic test of what came to be known as cold war”. 

Brezinski

3.
Ever since, a third Southern Front has opened extending from Iraq to Arabian Sea, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan. If successful, USA will ultimately control the entire resources of Middle East and Central Asia implying that at some stage, it will also wish nuclear control of Pakistan. 
4.
Having arrived and entrenched, the ensuing phase of total domination of three Asias by USA will entail the entire spectrum of policy from friendly placation to coercion, subversion, internal conflict and erosion of the writ of local governments. Military and Intelligence instruments will assume a leading role in framing of policies and shaping an environment. Pakistan is now in the eye of this storm. It is to analyse how did it land itself into such a quagmire?
[image: image1.emf]


Figure-1

Pakistan is a country neither friend nor foe. A country dependant on USA for Security and Economic Assistance

5.
South Asia: A New Battle Ground.
Division of India in 1947, rather than the end of colonialism in South Asia has to be seen as a new battle ground for East West rivalry. Strategically, it was shaped by the emerging Cold War and the desire of WW II allies to contain Soviet Russia. Nehru’s close association with USSR and China left USA with no option but to embrace Pakistan as a security ally in reward for a socio economic development package based on Dependency. Consequently, within the first decade, environments so created resulted in establishments dominated by elites sympathetic to USA; albeit at the cost of national integration, sustainable socio-development and most importantly, durable institutions. Individuals in the form of politicians, military chiefs and bureaucrats were chosen and co opted with Shah of Iran to frame a containment ring around the Southern Front as well as isolate socialist India from USSR. Conversely, USSR considered this region as its backyard and a strategic corridor to the warm waters of Arabian Sea. It was Soviet Russia that made the first move and formed a clear nexus along with China and India with Afghanistan as a pawn with the design to choke Pakistan..
a.
Russia installed a hostile regime in Kabul, which brazenly stirred up the hostile propaganda of Pakhtunistan and Durand line. Afghanistan, a neighbouring Muslim country refused to recognise Pakistan.  Remarkably and to advantage, the Pathans of Afghanistan had deep rooted brotherly relationship with the people of Pakistan and the propaganda never assumed popular proportions.
b.
 As early as 1947, India traded Kashmir for Tibet with China to provide a buffer. This resulted in the first war for liberation of Kashmir. 
c.
India blocked the rivers to Pakistan and the two countries nearly went to war. 
d.
As a net result, Pakistan’s reliance for security on USA increased manifold affecting its leverage on foreign and domestic policy. 
e.
Pro US political establishments and military coteries were selected and nurtured to serve the ends of US policies at the cost of their own country. 
f.
Consequently a full and formal national consensus on security with interplay of the elements of national power was never reached. 
g.
Because the policy making was directly and indirectly controlled by the military, a security policy with Kashmir in sharp focus became the cardinal point of national policy and purpose. This central theme of Kashmir was in full sympathy and synchrony with the National aspirations.
h.
The entire intelligence apparatus gradually came into the control of the army and played a dominant role in creating perceptions and affecting decision making.

j.
In reality, Pakistan became a pawn in great power rivalry.
The Complexity of Three Asias 

6.
Pakistan’s Prized and Vulnerable Location For centuries, South Asia has remained a conflict zone and drawing external powers to it. Located most strategically at the hub of West, Central and South Asia Pakistan for times immemorial has been the battle ground for competing armies. Paul Kennedy describes this region as the fulcrum to which Pakistan is an important pivot. Instability for the past two decades in Afghanistan and now Pakistan is a creation of such divergent interests and interplay. Some of the salient points relevant now are: -
a. The control of tapped and untapped mineral resources is important for future global hegemony making it elusive for all major actors in the world and region. 

b. 9/11 followed by the war on terrorism in Afghanistan has compressed the imperialist timeframe for USA and other Western countries by at least twenty years. Countries like Pakistan with limited resources cannot react as readily and have been marginalized.
c. Internal strife in Afghanistan to the chagrin of resource-starved world, has the potential to de-stabilise the entire region; a golden opportunity for intervention and permanent occupation of the area.
d. Islamic radicalism, a tool and by product of the Cold War is now considered the major threat in Future War. The eradication of this vastly social development is now the top priority of all major international players who are willing to cooperate in the short term.  USA and its main ally UK have chosen a blunt military and intelligence option that is complicating the situation. Views amongst one point agenda allies on other issues are divergent and prone to conflict at a later stage.

e. In the present Afghan situation, regional powers like Iran and Pakistan are marginalised by design.

f. Unlike threats in the past, Pakistan is in no position to exploit any Strategy of Alliances to offset its vulnerabilities. Strength and resolve for national purpose have to come from within.
g. The rich Islamic countries stand silent watchers in this situation. They want their own radical elements to burn out in Afghanistan and now Pakistan rather than remain a security issue for them.

7.
The Cold War: 1945-1989.
Pakistan occupies both an enviable and vulnerable position at the hub of three Asias and therefore is both a beneficiary and an affected party. Ever since its independence it has been the focus and the centre of the world powers and competing blocs. The Berlin airlift had already laid the foundations of a containment strategy against communism. They followed it with consolidation of Breton Woods, NATO in Europe and CENTO and SEATO for West and South Asia. 
a.
The Shah of Iran and key appointment in the Pakistani establishment like bureaucrats, military chiefs and Unionist politicians were chosen to be the pillars of their policy and designs in this region. 
b.
Constitutionalism and sustainable socio-economic development were relegated to back benches. The state intervention in the affairs left very little space for the civil society to assert its presence and role in formulation of a plural democratic culture as envisioned by Quaid e Azam. 
c.
Repeated military interventions and dictatorships found legitimacy either in hollow religious slogans or close identification with USA. 
d.
Politics drifted from a national mainstream to personal links and Pakistan quickly became a country waiting for a Messiah rather than a durable and plural system.  This never allowed the emergence of any credible, strong, genuine and sincere leadership.

e.
The western need to contain Soviet Russia and sustainability of dictatorships for this purpose created an extremely corrupt political system that lacked morals and principles. 
f.
This phase was ultimately won in 1989 by USA with unequivocal support from Pakistan and Islamic Mujahadeens.  
g.
The love affair with Pakistan was soon over and Afghanistan was resigned to the destructive forces of radicalism and instability. The Americans now looked for new wedlock. India appeared a suitable choice based on its size, consumer markets, vast coastline and regional ambitions. It is subject to question if the Americans correctly read the psyche and mind set of the Indians?  Perhaps the answer is unambiguously no. As in Cold War, India will cantankerously use the opportunity to extract the best advantage, but will fall short of any design and plan as a bulwark against China. Though they would be keen to assume the role of a policeman in South Asia, they will extract every ounce for this while being part of the Indian Ocean Rim Alliance and exploitation of US objectives in the region.
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Figure-2
An ‘Economic World’ where most countries play by most of the rules, competitors are discouraged, so called Rogue States are isolated and contained; the proliferators are deterred from using WMD
PART II

THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF DOMINANCE

A Chapter in Neo Imperialism

[image: image3.jpg]B PRy A
Carlif o b AV Y




Figure-3

What USA wishes to do with countries in the sphere of influence?
Post Cold War

8.
A New World Order and Creation of the New Floating Threat.
 Having achieved their immediate objectives, Americans abandoned the area leaving Pakistan stranded with a heavy influx of Afghan refugees, weapons, drugs and a violence dominated religious culture. 
a.
On the labyrinth left behind by nine years occupation of Afghanistan by USSR, the local warlords in the absence of political reforms had a free run. The writ of the tribal elders ran into strains while treachery, money, weapons and drugs became the currencies to power. 
b.
USA ignored that the sustained resistance to USSR was only possible due to the mushrooming of religious seminaries that provided foot soldiers for this Jihad.  No socio economic rehabilitation programs were instituted to reinstate the battle hardy Afghans and Talibs to a normal life. 

c.
In the vacuum thus created and lawless and chaotic conditions that prevailed, the mercurial rise of Taliban under their religious scholars was but inevitable. Their simplicity of governance in an otherwise anarchic environments and quick dispensation of justice surged them to popularity. 
e.
Reminiscent of the traditional Pashtun domination in Afghan politics, the Taliban quickly established control over Kabul and moved to exert their influence over Northern Afghanistan.

d.
In the vacuum created by dwindling Russian influence in the area, India a strategic partner of Russia in cooperation with Iran, quickly moved into the non Pashtun areas to establish linkages with the Northern Alliance. 
e.
Taliban War in Afghanistan also became a proxy battle field between Pakistan, Iran and India.
9
CIA and God’s Warriors against Godless Soviet Union.

Both Soviet Russia and USA has followed similar objectives for domination in Middle East. The pattern was familiar i.e. non representative dictatorships, military coups and alienation of people from participatory politics. A strain of hard line Muslim dissidents already existed from Morocco to Saudi Arabia, black labeled by their countries for militant activities and threat. Occupation of Khana Kaaba in 1980 was if anything, a measure of events to follow. 
a.
What remains obscured is that during the Cold War, USA had established some linkage with this strain of Islamic Revolutionaries for use against Soviet influenced Arab States. It is in this period that various strains that later assumed the generic name of Al Qaeeda, were nurtured, promoted and strengthened  by America as a bulwark against communist Russia and its proxies. 
b.
Occupation of Afghanistan was the situation needed to unleash this Islamic Monster on the communists. Arab countries were just too happy to oblige while distancing the threat from their own regimes.  It was the God’s Warriors versus the godless USSR.
c.
Pakistan in its own political expediency also embraced the American designs of containment of Russia .In doing so made a clear distinction of not alienating China an alternate policy option. This is attributable to Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, his wisdom and foresight. 
d.
It is in this backdrop that the name of Osama bin Laden figured repeatedly. After the Soviet withdrawal, he disappeared from the focus only to be tracked by CIA in 1990 with connections to funding other terrorist movements. However, most of these activities are cloaked in secrecy. Osama had remained an indispensable CIA operative in Afghanistan during the 80s recruiting Islamic warriors and executing civil works. 
e.
Only selective CIA memories are made public, but incidents can be linked and quoted that he still remained their operative. It belies the importance of this man that a Virtual CIA Station was created in his name to follow and shadow his activities. This special handling of this individual bespeaks his importance to CIA. 
f.
This dedicated focus insulated from the main CIA headquarters warrants much probing. One of the first assignments of this station was called “Terrorist’s Financial Links (TFL)’ that ultimately morphed into something even sharper and focussed. Geroge Tenet in his book ‘The Centre of the Storm’, alludes that the then obscure name Osama bin Laden kept cropping up in the intelligence chatter and funding of terrorist activities. He recounts that before long the TFL virtual station was renamed Osama Bin Laden Issue Station (OBLIS). Writing with selective memory Tenet recalls that Osama had indeed made some contacts with Islamic militant groups and was now busy funding and recruiting them to form the foundations of Al Qaeeda. 
g.
The book categorically but mysteriously denies that CIA had any contacts with Bin Laden during the Soviet’s Afghan misadventure. He claims that by 1996, CIA knew that Bin Laden was something more than a mere financier. They followed his activities in Sudan. The intelligence gathered by their TFL/OBLIS station focused on Osama and his threat potential.  Though he obscures details, he admits that even then, options were planned and discussed against Osama and his network. 
h.
US intervention in Somalia revealed that the Somali warlord Mohammad Farah Adeeb operating against them in ‘Operation Restore Peace’ was funded by Osama. The CIA and DCI George Tenet, claim to have followed his activities most closely. But all the details and explicit links that they had with him are obscure. No wonder, George Tenet had earned the nickname of ‘the subliminal man’ in his own organisation. He carried out threat analysis, made several reports, carried out perception briefings and formulated plans to use overt  military force or the clandestine capabilities of its services in a ‘Covert Action’ against Osama. 
j.
The United States also pressurised Sudan to expel Bin Laden. There exist abundant press reports, internet chatter and claims by individuals to contend that the Sudanese had offered to extradite Osama to the USA.  One such name is a US lobbyist of Pakistani origin Mansur Ijaz. The question is why the CIA did not arrest Osama?
k.
Amazingly the DCIA shows total ignorance and states that he was unaware of anything to substantiate it. He writes that on May 18, 1996, Osama voluntarily left Sudan and relocated to Afghanistan. This is a very innocent and oversimplified statement of the event. Curiously, he ignores to comment that Osama was provided a C-130 aircraft and that moved him to Afghanistan at the invitation of Prof Rabbani. 
l.
The canning policy of obscurity and revelations continues through the events of bombings in Aden, Kenya and Tanzania, till Osama and Al Qaeeda resurface in the events of 9/11 and beyond. This striking coincidence of chain events must be related to the fact that the American’s had their own agenda and plan. They deliberated, planned and chose their method. 
m.
After 9/11, the Americans chose to invade Iraq on the pretext of Al Qaeeda and WMD. Events later proved that Iraq was connected to neither. Had Osama and Al Qaeeda been the real target, then he and his sleepers were never connected to Iraq. The intent was therefore to gain time and allow Al Qaeeda to reorganise in Afghanistan and draw Taliban into their fold. USA was to shape an environment for intervention in Afghanistan in a manner that facilitated permanent presence in the region.
n.
After 1990, USA research organisations began floating themes and studies on the nature of the future conflict. Threat of war against nation states was ruled out and the major enemy was identified in non state actors with Osama on top of the list. Yet during all this intellectual gossip, all opportunities to arrest him were ignored.

o.
In 1999, US Army conducted an international military seminar in Singapore. The major subject under discussion was terrorism and defence diplomacy. It appeared even then, that Pentagon was poised to work closely with CIA on the threat of non state actors.
10.
The Irritant in Pakistan-Afghanistan Relations.

At Government to Government level, good relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan have remained elusive. Conversely, the people to people contact is most brotherly. This relationship especially between the Pashtun belts is not likely to change. Both share a common proud history over centuries. The irritant has developed due to the Soviet role in the past and persists mostly in the non Pashtun areas. However, it is intriguing that whenever Pakistan and Afghanistan came close to normalcy, events took a turn for the worse. 

a.
Durand Line.
The nexus of USSR, India and Afghanistan created the bogey of Pakhtunistan and Durand Line. Through some discreet coercion from 1975-77, Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto persuaded Sardar Daud to signing an agreement pronouncing the end of this dispute. The final draft had already been prepared and initialled by Sardar Daud awaiting a signature ceremony. It is more than a mere coincidence that Bhutto was deposed by Zia Ul Haq in a military coup on 4 July, 1977.  There is enough evidence to suggest that Zia purposely and deliberately failed to go ahead and sign the agreement. Thus this conflict resolution was spared to live another day.  

b.
Moderation of Taliban and Broad Based Government.
On 3 Nov, 1996, at a meeting in the President House, which was chaired by Farooq Leghari, and attended by PM Benazir Bhutto,  Maj Gen(Retd) Naseer Ullah Babar, Lt Gen Naeem Rana (DG ISI), Foreign Secretary Najm-ud-din Sheikh and  COAS General Jehangir Karamat, it was decided that Maj Gen (Retd) Babar would fly to Kabul on 5 Nov, 1996, to get an already negotiated agreement signed between the Taliban and Northern Alliance leaders. The draft had been prepared during several meetings undertaken by Babar with the Afghan leaders (A copy of this is available). The Taliban and Northern alliance had agreed to a Political Commission, a federal structure giving representation to all ethnicities in Afghanistan including all warlords. This was a sincere attempt at moderating Taliban and giving a broad based representation to its political structure. In sequel to yet another coincidence, Benazir Bhutto was removed by President Farooq Laghari with the active involvement of ISI and not 111 Brigade.  The negotiations were abandoned.
c.
Trial of Osama Bin Laden in 2001.
By May 2001 Osama had become the most wanted man on the CIA list. The under Secretary at the State Department for Pakistan, India and South Asia was visiting Pakistan. He had also arranged a meeting with Maj Gen (Retd) Babar at Peshawar. Considering the background and the purpose of the visit, Babar invited Mr. Mutawakkal the Foreign Minister of Taliban, to his house a day earlier. At that meeting, a clear pledge was given by Mullah Omar, that Osama Bin Laden would be handed over to a third neutral Muslim country for a trial under Islamic Law. The trial was to take precedence from the Lockerbie Trial of Libyans and the court would have a Qazi each from Afghanistan and Saudi Arabia.  The only condition imposed was that Osama must be given a fair trial.  When the Under Secretary met Babar at Peshawar the next day, he to his utter surprise was asked, as to what guarantees would he give that Osama would be punished.  The reply was,”Under what law you want to convict and punish a person until he is proved guilty in a proper court of law”. It was obvious that the CIA, had no serious purpose and intent to nab Osama. The question is, ‘why the opportunity created to control him was allowed to be frittered away’? The answer is that USA had its own game plan. 
PART III

A STRATEGY OF BROAD SPECTRUM DOMINANCE

Absolutism, a Chapter of Neo Clausewtzianism where Conflict leads Policy
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Figure-4

Future of countries in US sphere of influence
A Strategy of Broad Spectrum Dominance
11.
The Invisible Cobweb of Intrigues.
In face of such opportunities lost to intrigues, the question that begets an answer is the identity of forces whose interest lay in perpetual instability of the region. 
a.
The charade of intrigues and dual policy and double crossing cited earlier indicate that in pursuit of their own agendas, the CIA and USA never wanted relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan to stabilise. Despite CIA denials, other intelligence reports claim that CIA had clearly established links with Al Qaeeda and the other extremist organizations. It was but evident that some Muslim states would also be linked wit this strain of threat.  
b.
It is apparent, that the American interests lie beyond neutralising the threat of Osama Bin Ladin and Al Qaeeda. As in all covert operations there are no publicly stated policy initiatives or goals. The designs are shrouded around a cloak of secrecy. However, the fact that many opportunities to arrest Osama were ignored; relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan kept on the boil; and the unexplainable lets offs to Osama so as to coalesce with the Taliban indicate a complicity. Strategically, the purpose of such a policy is manifested in a systematic build up of the strategic relationship with India and the development of close military and intelligence links between Israel and India. 
c.
India benefited from the expert advice of Israel in tackling the war of liberation in occupied Kashmir. More importantly, together, they fed the policy makers in USA a goaded and twisted version of the activities of the Mujahadeen in the troubled region. Kargil was the last straw that provided the missing link between Kashmiri Mujahadeen and terrorism (though no non state actors were actually involved in Kargil). The atrocities and the heinous crimes committed by the Indian Troops were ignored and the popular cause of a freedom struggle underlined by United Nations was linked with terrorism. It goes to prove that this game of political dominance is played beyond all confines of international morals and ethics.   The Millions of Afghans, Pakistanis and Kashmiris can be sacrificed in pursuit of a political economy that recognises no limits and means to power.
12.
9/11: The Time Jump.
The events of 9/11 dramatically changed the world order. A wilful vilification and demonising campaign devoid of all principles of morality of conflict and respect for international law was set off. 
a.
Initially, specific target were Osama and his Al Qaeeda. If that had indeed been their only aim and linchpin of the Bush administration; it was totally faulty, misdirected and ruthlessly executed. 
b.
The scheming Indian initiative using Northern alliance as the base was naïve, illogical and totally blind of ground realities. The approach they adopted to achieve their main objective compounded the matters manifold. 
c.
Rather than targeting Osama and Al Qaeeda and making it short precise and surgical operation, it assumed a much larger dimension. Was it done un- wittingly? If the answer be no, then their plan had much farther, deeper and larger connotations on a much broader canvas and horizon. 
d.
It is claimed that Osama bin laden and al-Qaeda were in the clear focus of CIA. Their activities in Afghanistan were being closely monitored. Their worldwide activities were also receiving close scrutiny. All contingent plans, both direct military action or cover operations were planned, evolved, kept revised and updated. Still, there is no plausible explanation offered for not interdicting him. 
e.
Rather, what is clearly stated is that for years before 9/11, CIA built on relationships that had been carefully forged with regional factions to give US allies all links and information for leverage to oust the Taliban, who had allowed the terrorists to hijack their country. However, in reality this was never the case and CIA itself and Saudi Intelligence enjoyed direct contacts with Taliban.
f.
Five times in the two years prior to 9/11, CIA teams deployed in the Panjsher valley of Northern Alliance. The purpose was to meet various tribal war lords, and particularly Ahmed Shah Masood, the head of the Northern Alliance-loose networks of competitive tribal forces made up largely of Tajiks, Uzbeks and others who fought the Taliban rule in Afghanistan. Clearly, they and CIA had drawn their battle lines years before the launching of the attack on Afghanistan. Taliban had been clearly declared their enemy, though OSAMA had come to Afghanistan on the invitation of Professor Rabbani.

13.
The New CIA-Pentagon Plan. Conflict Begins to Lead Policy.
Two days after 9/11, the CIA Plan was spelled out, expanded two days later at Camp David. This plan did not evolve overnight but was rather based on the Bush doctrine of Broad Spectrum Dominance. 9/11 was an event that justified it. George Tenet states, “Ours was a new strategy, unlike any other in recent American history.” CIA told the President, “We need to go fast, hard and light”. 
a.
It is most bemusing that hinged on a complete departure from the conventional thought; the American forces would arrive in Northern Afghanistan as insurgents. Northern Alliance would provide the bridgehead and operate in concert with Military Special Forces and CIA.  Gary Schroen, was picked to head this team. He arrived in Afghanistan within two weeks of the 9/11 attack. He was known to be deeply knowledgeable about the region, was friendly with many Afghan warlords and fluent in the local language of Dari and Farsi. This nucleus was an advance party of CIA operations for the next several years. It therefore becomes but not obvious that the plan so conceived, deliberately did not cater for any contacts with the main force of Talibans who represented the majority of Pakhtun population. It is also crystal clear that against their stated aim and goal of making it a quick and lightening offensive, the organisational bias suggested they came clearly to stay in this area for several years. A plan such as this was contemptuous of ground realities! Who then were the advisors? 
b.
Obviously, India as a major regional country figures as the best advisor to the American’s. They were seconded by none others than Ashley Telis (an American analyst of Indian descent especially posted in Delhi) and people like Zalmay Khalilzad.. The CIA summed up the aim of war in these words, ‘This war would never be Americans against Afghanistan’, and briefed the President as such. It was a very a naive statement to be proved wrong seven years later.
14.
The US Faux Pas.
The Americans had many opportunities to stabilise Afghanistan, rid it of all fundamentalist forces under Osama and Al Qaeeda and could have conveniently worked for a lasting peace in the region. They either deliberately or ill advised, floundered it all. 
a.
By design or ineptness, non consequential and wrong advice was accepted. This was counter to all realities and showed total ignorance of history, traditions, customs, and most importantly the mindset of people of the conflict zone. It lacked the cornerstone of any conflict strategy; the people. 
b.
The CIA heavily leaned on the counsel and in puts of individuals like Tellis, Zalmay Khalilzad and India; a country that has lived in an historic pre disposition of invaders from the North. Khalelzad is a non-descript person with a very narrow and limited vision, scant practical knowledge of the area and at that point of time with no contacts or influence in Afghanistan. By a sheer coincidence he was thrown into the lap of CIA in September 1996. They built him into an absolute expert and authority on the region. He was made the first US ambassador in Kabul in the post Taliban Era. The ill conceived role that he played has the USA, NATO and Pakistan embroiled in a mess and quagmire that cannot serve the interests of any the parties directly involved in Afghanistan; least its people.  It is now being suggested that he has or is trying to establish a close rapport with President Zardari.
c.
The use of excessive unbridled force has enlarged the parimeters of war far beyond the original aims and objectives. It has now embraced the entire Taliban forces in Afghanistan. The Pashtun population has increasingly thrown their support, help and commitment in this struggle. It was but natural, that the adjoining Pashtun belt in Pakistan should rise with them. Creating this backlash into Pakistan was evidently a well disguised intent of USA.
d.
The blunders committed by the Bush Administration, which were most enthusiastically connived, embraced and passionately internalised by Musharraf, now pose a formidable challenge directly staring us at our face. India having provided strategic advice mobilised all opinion in its favour and against Pakistan: thus merges in this whole conflict as the biggest beneficiary. 
15.
In conclusion, we must understand the real purpose behind the American plan of attack in Afghanistan. It was certainly not confined to limited activities against selective extremist groups? Their motives carry deeper, broader, far reaching plans and implications?  The close and intricate involvement of Indian RAW, activities of Mossad, CIA and MI-6 at Jabal Ul Saraj, all suggest and point many options in contravention to their stated goals and objectives. These must be examined in detail and kept in perspective for any fresh policy initiatives that we consider. 

a.
Keep Afghanistan destabilised and use this as a pretext for bases for a prolonged period of occupation.  

b.
In concurrence, to stir insurgency in Pakistan for a possible plan of Balkanisation essentially to suit their designs to police the area under the hegemony of India. A repeat of a similar role assigned to Israel in the Middle East.  

c.
De-nuclearize Pakistan. 

d.
Having secured these objectives, they may extend their presence to dominate the ‘New Great Game’ euphemism for the control of Central Asia’s natural Resources. 

e.
With all these actions combined and achieved, to finally work on the ultimate objective of occupying Eurasia and containment of China and Russia. Once this is achieved, this would equally and easily serve the purpose of total checkmate for the control of the Islamic world. It has possibly been adopted as the philosophy, as suggested by Henry Kissinger, when Bush decided to attack Afghanistan. He is on record to have said, ‘they wanted to humiliate us’. He goes on to advise Bush, ‘you humiliate them before they humiliate us’. Then he further impressed, “this is not enough, you must do more”. The Result, Invasion of Iraq. The only exit strategy that Kissinger evolves is “total victory” but against whom? He does not elaborate. The inference of a war based on hate can be clearly made.
PART IV
A NATIONAL STRATEGY OF REVIEW

Ridding the Past imperfect
Getting out of the Hornet’s Nest

16.
The Chequered Past.
Successive non representative political regimes have wreaked havoc in the Pakistani politic body. Repeatedly, these regimes have been guilty of sacrificing long term national interests for small time gains like legitimacy and survival.  A time has now come that Pakistan finds itself at the end of a tunnel. Religiously and socially, the society is fragmented. Militarily, the casualty toll far exceeds all previous wars with India. State institutions have been repeatedly undermined to meet short term objectives albeit to suit USA. The economy has completely collapsed not due to the US markets, but because of policies that created a bubble. It is in the backdrop of this history and the analysis above that we proceed to review the situation in both Afghanistan and FATA and its implications for Pakistan. 
17.
Post 9/11 Review of the Situation.
Pakistan’s decision to support the American invasion of Afghanistan seemed prudent. America was raging mad, with the world meekly lined up behind it. What probably made up Musharraf’s mind post-haste was the notion that India was raring to stand-in if Pakistan dithered. The mere thought that the American war machine would be flying over Pak-territory from Indian bases, accidentally disgorging its deadly arsenal en route, was rather disconcerting. As president of a country whose cooperation was crucial, Musharraf could still have negotiated ‘terms of engagement’ to protect Pakistan’s interests. Instead, he provided more space to the US than he was expected, or asked for. For example, he did not have to roundup his own nationals and hand them over to another country without due process of extradition law, and ask to be paid for his services. Perhaps Musharraf rationalised his decision to cooperate on the following grounds:-

a.
The operation will be short and surgical.

b.
Pakistan will not be affected by the blowback.

c.
It will help Pakistan improve its economy, ensure security of nuclear assets and secure the Kashmir cause. 

d.
It will help end militarization of Pakistani Society.

18.
The results were, however, quite the opposite.
a.
The short surgical intervention has become an indefinite occupation.

b.
It has forced many Afghans and Pakistanis, especially the Pashtuns on both sides of the borders, to take up arms.

c.
The militancy has engulfed FATA and Swat, and has spilled over to other parts of the settled country.

d.
The theory of Narrow but Fast Growing pockets of economic growth has proved a myth with no trickle down effect. Poverty has spread while national wealth has been grabbed by a select few.

e.
Our Kashmir policy has, to put it mildly, confused the Kashmiris.

f.
In public perception, our nuclear assets have become a subject of uncomfortable attention and a source of instability and vulnerability. 

g.
Rather than serve the national interests of Pakistan, the policy has diametrically jeopardised everything.

19.
The War in Afghanistan.
The results produced by this long and inconclusive campaign are not to Pakistan’s advantage. Some of the observations are: -

a.
The US led invasion of Afghanistan may have been sanctioned by the UNSC but the mandate was limited to rounding up the Al-Qaeda leadership, under suspicion for having perpetrated the 9/11 attacks. It has now prolonged in purpose, objectives and endless duration. Even FBI in its most wanted list, does not implicate Osama for twin towers bombings.
b.
The “B-52 and Daisy Cutter Approach” has obviously failed to achieve the objective. It has instead started an Afghan resistance movement that has inevitably engulfed the border regions of Pakistan.  

c.
Pakistan, or for that matter any other power, cannot physically seal the highly pervious Pak-Afghan border. 200,000 people move across the Durand Line everyday, most of them for their daily chores. In fact, an agreement exists for such cross border movement of people and grazing rights. Our tribesmen are also tradition bound to provide help and succour to their kinsmen on the Afghan side.

d.
Pakistan has thus become a convenient scapegoat for the US failure in Afghanistan.

e.
In the meantime, the US/ NATO objectives in the Region are suspect. They may want to extend their presence in order to control Central Asian natural resources. It has serious implications for Pakistan. We therefore have a stake in the success of Afghan “war of liberation”.     

f.
The continued support and patronising  of the Northern alliance by US policy makers have totally alienated the Pashtun population that now finds recourse in Taliban, who are pre dominantly Pashtuns. The Taliban perceive US intervention in Afghanistan as a long term plan to meet some grand design and deeper ulterior motives. This perception has become a rallying cause for the Pashtuns that transcends to their relatives and kin in Pakistan.  

g.
The use of continued military force rather than eliminate resistance is actually fuelling fire within and into adjoining areas.

h.
The American assumption that it is possible for Pakistan to effectively police the entire border is faulty. By every day the level of armed resistance in Pakistan continues to rise and it is not tactically possible to man isolated posts. While Pakistan still has over 1,100 posts, Afghanistan/NATO have just about one hundred.

J.
The strength and capability of ISAF/US forces in Afghanistan is inadequate for a limited enforcement of law and order. The force levels suggest that counter insurgency operations are never the priority.

20.
Situation in FATA.
The mere heading suggests the proportion of the blunder committed through Pakistan’s policy of acquiescence. The conflict has conflagrated beyond all assessments of the Pakistani establishment and is most likely to worsen. 
a.
There is a complete reversal of the policy of Quaid-i- Azam. Whereas, Jinnah had ordered withdrawal of all troops from the area, despatching the Army to the tribal areas post haste was a fatal mistake. 

b.
Tribes have a history of loyalty and affinity with the settled areas of Pakistan. They now complain of a string of broken promises and treachery by the government. They are also convinced that this is due to external pressures forcing Pakistan to succumb.  Whatever may have been our aim or compulsion, it was better served by working through the tribal structure, a lesson learnt by the British after warring against the tribesmen for ninety years. Army in any case had to be the instrument of last resort.

c.
The Jirga system and the role of Tribal Maliks was the norm of administration in the area. Concerted efforts were made by Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto to strengthen these links and bonds within the umbrella of governance provided. He regularly visited these areas twice a year and had a dynamic practical, down to earth and clearly focussed person in Major General (retired) N K Babar, as governor, to help integrate the region of FATA with the rest of Pakistan. The economic, political and issues of national identification were forged and a process set in. Zia’s martial law relegated it to a low priority. The period of war against the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan was not availed to strengthen this. Rather, the seminary and Madaris built by religious organisations and groups got direct patronage/support of Zia’s regime. It equally suited US policy makers. The result was: the gradual erosion of the authority of maliks, Political Agents and the system of tribal Jirga. 

d.
It is ironical that since the overthrow of Bhutto’s regime, no head of the government has ventured into these forgotten areas. The nine years of Musharraf’s rule, is the classical example of default of not even showing a semblance of the authority and the writ of Pakistan in the area. Despite being a commando, he dared not visit the area even once. The choice of governor, political agents and the entire FATA Secretariat Staff, has been pathetic. 

e.
The void so left over a long period took its own course and toll. The emergence of Taliban was the natural corollary, which looked upon their counter parts in Afghanistan as their role models.

f.
This emergence of the phenomena of local Taliban in FATA provided opportunities to other groups and vested interests to seek authority and control in their own areas. 

g.
What we have in the form of Taliban is a mix. The majority are sincere to their cause, are simple people who share a strong belief that SHARIA can rid them of all ills and troubles that are besieging their society. Their interest was primarily inwards. It had no clash with Afghanistan or initially even with the Americans moving into the area. It is gradually that their perceptions have changed. They now look upon the Americans and NATO forces as demonic forces with imperial plans and designs. They feel honour-bound to resist them. Enduring links with Pashtuns in Afghanistan is strengthening their resolve to act in support. 

h.
Tribesmen were honour bound to resist the use of force and the (so called) insurgency was expected to spread like “jungle fire” as predicted by the area experts. One major lesson from the British experience was that “even if the tribal resistance could be militarily contained, the tribesmen could not be prevented from carrying out acts of reprisal against settled districts”. We are re-learning the lesson, the hard way.

j.
The military operations have largely crippled the tribal structures, leaving us no choice but to “negotiate with the militants”. The administrative and political agent systems are crippled. Even though a better option than use of force, we have not shown courage and patience to give the negotiating track a fair chance. Most agreements, some of them indeed half-baked, were violated by the state or scuttled by the US’ military strikes.

k.
The ensuing chaos has of course provided space to some groups who may have designs other than providing support to the Afghan struggle or fighting back the Pakistan Army. Some of their methods (like quick dispensation of justice), help them find local support and acceptance.

l.
The ongoing operations in Bajaur are a recipe for disaster. The number of people killed or displaced is one aspect. The national apathy to this development is another. It is only after the POF attack that people paused to take notice, but merely to mourn the deaths in Wah Cantt and condemn the TPP for having deprived a large number of families of their bread earners. One has not heard any voices raised for the loss of a much larger number, including women and children, in our border regions. 

m.
Rejection of TPP’s offer to cease hostilities was one of the most heartless gestures ever made by a government facing revolt by its own people. Disarming the militants can be an objective but not a precondition for negotiations.

n.
The state is increasingly speaking the American language. It was refusing negotiating with the militants from a “position of weakness”. Now it is refusing to do so because “it must be winning”.

o.
Except for the geography, all other symptoms seem to be a replay of 1971 (has one noticed, how often we are being reminded of the insurgency in East Pakistan?). Justifying use of force (in both cases), because “foreign hands were involved”, is a very uncomfortable parallel. We pray and hope that the mistakes made then are not repeated again.
21.
Swat Imbroglio.
This princely state was formed considering the local conditions, circumstances and requirements of the British in 1926. The Wali dynasty ruled it till 1969 after which it was merged with the settled districts of Pakistan. The administration provided was wantonly found lacking in the norms of good governance. Under the rule of the Wali, the area was peaceful and the law and order was effectively maintained. The change of administration did not meet the aspirations of the people. There was a general deterioration, in the law and order, justice, amenities like health, roads, education and other sectors. The situation was cultured for outside influences. 

a.
The Zia era had its own priorities. He wanted to exploit the religious sentiments of the people. The Jihad in Afghanistan further fuelled the surge for greater Islamisation. It was capitalized by Zia, to create a popular support for himself. On a visit to Swat, at a public meeting he announced his pledge that he will introduce Shariah in the area. It was received very enthusiastically and started strengthening the position of Sufi Muhammad. Due to the Martial Law, there was a political vacuum in the area, exploited fully by the religious forces.

b.
In fact, there never was any easy transition to Shariah. No progress could be made for want of consensus of different minds and ethnic groups. The people started getting restive. in the period of Benazir government, a clear assurance was again given to Sufi Muhammad, that Shariah would be enforced.

c.
Since, it did not happen, Sufi Muhammad felt betrayed. In consequence, he started organizing and getting support for a struggle and movement to achieve these goals. They received lots of assistance and funding from invisible quarters and started becoming a force.

d.
In 2001, when the Americans attacked Afghanistan, Sufi Muhammad raised a force of 15000 and went to Afghanistan to fight what he termed a Jihad. He did not enjoy much local support and all forces of Northern Alliance, were hostile to them. They were all butchered. Only 2-3000 managed to return and that too totally battered. Nursing their wounds, they started to organize themselves again.

e.
An un-intercepted network of FM radio station, modern strategic communication networks and acquisition of sophisticated weapons was all organized and acquired. Why the ISI did not notice this, or may be they had a hand in it is the mute question.  Some knowledgeable circles claim that Musharraf’s duplicity had a stake in this whole affair. It is possible that he wanted to present them as a serious threat for the American war on terrorism and extract maximum help and support for himself, using this as a pretext.

f.
There may be many other hypotheses. The least that can be assumed is that, TNFS had some covert support. It equally had some links to the events unfolding at the Lal Masjid, right under the nose of ISI in Islamabad.

g.
Kazi Fazlullah, son in law of Sufi Muhammad, had assumed control and leadership of this set up. Being young hard liner, more dynamic and robust, he infused a new life into the movement resulting in more support and sympathy. The government reacted belatedly. The MMA government looked the other way and failed to exercise any vigilance and control. What could have been nipped in the bud, by a good local SHO, started assuming alarming proportions and strength. The quick system of judicial dispensation, added to their credibility and recognition. In their misguided approach of burning the school’s for girls and killing the innocent people, they have gradually started to alienate themselves from the people.

h.
But unfortunately, the excessive force being used by the law enforcement agencies, is also provoking angry and hostile reaction. The classic example of how this phenomenon of widespread Taliban influence can be controlled is best described in the neighbouring area of Buner. When the Taliban wanted to make their inroads in that area, the local population got activated against them. They organized themselves and controlled their activities and eventually eliminated them from the area

22.
Conclusions
a.
It is not “war on terror” (even the US and UK are officially trying to shun this term, but we are unthinkingly and slavishly adhering to the mantra). Though sanctioned by the UN, in the meantime it has become a US’ war for a wider objective.

b.
It was not our war, but since we failed to manage American pressure, it has become ours; worse still, it is now a war against our own people. It must therefore be fought as such with the minimum use of military force.

c.
Had we shown more understanding for the difficulties of the Kabul regime, we could have managed the US pressure a little better. Taking Kabul’s proposal for a bi-national Jirga more seriously and following it up by making tribes straddling the Pak-Afghan borders responsible for the control of the militants, we could have (and still can) bring peace in our border regions.

d.
After restoration of “genuine democracy”, there was no excuse for not discussing this issue in the Parliament. Once the parliament takes a decision, even the mighty USA will have no choice but to accept it.

e.
We were wrong to assume that our people would rather be killed by us than by the American military. The US has bombed our territory and may have done more of it had we refused to do their dirty work. But in that case, we at least would not have alienated our people as we have done now. The US one day would leave the region, but we have to live with our angry and hurt Pashtun and Baloch brethren. Let us start by apologising from them.

f.
Indeed, it is possible that some foreign elements were either fighting with the militants or (Indians for example) instigating them (burning of girls schools seems like a “rogue operation”). They are best dealt through intelligence and covert operations and not by conventional forces that create similar collateral effects for which we castigate the Americans.

g.
The target killing of the Chinese has a clear purpose and aim. It is clear as to who the elements are which are behind this and other subversive activities. The blame for these squarely lies on the shoulder of the Afghan Government. They cannot allow such terrorist activities to be undertaken from their territories. Equally linked with this is the harbouring of some elements from Pakistan who are openly laying claims of plans of dismemberment of Pakistan. This is an unpardonable sin.
h.
There is a growing feeling amongst the people in FATA and Swat that the military action in their areas is resulting in heavy casualties amongst the innocent civilians. A large number has been forced to leave their homes, and are living a life of wilderness in the camps. The condition in these camps is miserable and it is apathy on the part of the Government and the affluent people of the country that no real help and relief work has been organized. There are now videos also available which are giving a graphic account of the hardships and the sufferings of these people.

j.
The war on terror being waged by the US and NATO forces seems to have lost its direction and purpose. Rather than restricting the activities of Al-Qaeda and gradually eliminating them and their network, the purposeless operations of the last seven years have spread their base, support and activities over an ever increasing area of influence and control.

k.
The firm foothold provided to India with the cooperation of the Northern Alliance and acquiescence of the Karzai Government, is assuming alarming proportions. This combined with the helicopter bases provided to India in the Central Asian States, creates a threat of a bigger game plan. These activities fully supported by a sophisticated and elaborate intelligence network in the safe heaven of Northern Alliance cannot possibly have any bearing on the so called American operations and beyond the mandate given to these forces by the United Nations.

l.
All the developments in the Afghanistan clearly threaten the vital interests of Pakistan and conform to India designs. This may equally suit the other players developing increasing interest and desire for rooting themselves and eventually gaining full control of this vital area of geo strategic importance.

m.
The threat of neo colonialism is even being raised by some enlightened people in India. It is not clear if this comes as a cover plan of nefarious design or else is a genuine concern. Only the time and deeds of India will tell. 

n.
Pakistan must not lose focus of the original facts. If it was the stability of the region, then the policies and actions of the last seven years have not served the purpose. The use of force begets an equal and maybe a stronger reaction of strengthening the resistance. If Admiral Mullen thinks that victory is possible in Afghanistan by pursuing all the policies of the past, then he is not aware of the ground realities. A rude shock awaits him. The US has the military power to bomb this area to the Stone Age and indeed did. But victory remained elusive. True to its legend of the biggest graveyard of invaders in the world, the present Bush generation and regretfully many more would perish to learn an old lesson.
o.
The unleashing of all diverse forces is precipitating an implosion. The Black Hole thus created would be worse than a nuclear blast and suck the region into it. A suicidal clash of interest of the powers in the region will provide that catastrophic effect. Afghanistan is being turned into a failed state and one may make a supposition that the plans are afoot to shower down the trickle down effect in the neighbouring Pakistan.. 
Economic Meltdown

23.
There can be no independent foreign policy without achieving economic and food security. This is the biggest immediate challenge to everyone in the corridors of power. It is noteworthy that Pakistan’s economic mismanagement is timed with the departure of the military dictatorship. In the period 1999-2007, economic policies implemented and pursued leave Pakistan vulnerable and weak. 

Pakistan’s Agriculture during the Dictatorial Regime 

24.     In the decade leading to the new millennium the country had posted a growth rate in agriculture of 5.2 to 11.7 during 1992 to 1996 in Shaheed Benazir Bhutto’s government. Her government came to power with a negative growth in agriculture and left when it was at an all time high, growth rate determined by the Nawaz Sharif government. The nineties also saw the start of a downward trend in three disastrous years and culminating in high growth in wheat in the year 1999-00. Other sectors were doing reasonably well and the political governments tried to do well by the farmers. 

25.     The period of Musharaf government so far as agriculture is concerned will be remembered for perverting statistics and for indicating phantom growth. The damage to the economy led to serious difficulties in the food security area. Instead of making efforts at increasing supply of goods an effort was made through lies and deceit to cover their mal-administration of the agricultural sectors. Three areas of macroeconomics were directly affected: Stabilization policies, inflation and growth of the economy in a disaggregate manner. 

26.      The agriculture sector that is a subset of the growth sector needs elaboration and consideration. Inflation of the economy because of excess money following too few goods means that there would be sooner or later run on the market. The consequence of this would be galloping inflation. Agriculture production suffered during the process of dependence on foreign imported goods. Since cheap foreign exchange was available due USA’s indulgence due war on terror] the country went for imports wherever it had a shortage of any commodity. Instead of raising the local production levels the policy makers went in for imports. So slowly the tide was turned against the production factors of the country and a time came when the farmer’s of other countries started to gain at the expense of the local farmers. 

27.      In the inflation and therefore in the stabilization of fiscal policy agriculture debacle came to play a major role in the economy. Food security meant that there was wheat shortage, edible oil, poultry and shortage of vegetables. In short all factors that could be produced locally were in short supply. If the production figures of the last three years were taken into contention then the figures did not reflect the actual growth but were so developed as to give a certain growth rate to the country. The country then survived on the basis of unintended consequences following from the war on terror. The financial support from the USDA has already been mentioned in passing and the second was the remittances from the Pakistanis living broad but specifically living in the USA. These massive inflows created their own problems as these remittances had to be covered by local money sources and that could only be done by printing cheap money and thus created an issue by itself. Monetary policy that was to be followed was seriously eroded. 

28,       If we look at the system that was the productive base that had served Pakistan well since partition then the commodities have to be taken into consideration. 

a.
Wheat. The wheat shortage was a result of massive misinformation in the production system. In 2006-7 the wheat production was listed at 25 million tons and that was supposed to be enough for the food requirement for the country. In 2007-8 the figures of production were placed at 23 million tons. Both production figures were over exaggeration for the simple reason that prices started climbing immediately after harvesting. Economically speaking this is the time that the prices should be at their lowest because of the inelasticity of prices where the production is more than the requirement. In other words the price-quantity relationship did not provide a true picture and questions were raised at the production figures. To cover this smoke screen was created by stating that wheat had been exported. In fact there was no such thing. The second rationalization that was given was that wheat had been smuggled out to India and Afghanistan. A survey of the wheat growing areas indicated that the farmers in the surplus districts had indicated a shortage of 30% in the production of wheat. This worked out to a production target of 17.5 or 17.8 toms per acre if advantage as to margin of error is given. The equation for the per capita requirement is worked on the basis of 124 kilograms per person per year. The shortage by that account varied in these two years in quantum terms was anything between 4 to 4.5 million tons. The price-quantity relationship was not holding and this meant that the wheat shortage was there. The net result of the commodity shortage was that there was a run on the market as the market had all the makings of a sellers market and not a buyers market. Te commodity shortage also led to a loss in credibility of the government. This loss of faith meant that the public was less favored to public interest interventions. The agrarian economy has none of the sophistications of the rich response of the urban markets. It subsists. The reflection of the attitude from the farmers was obvious and the fact the rural area has been subjected to massive ownership modification did not help either. In the Bahawlpur and Cholistan area where the maximum plunder of poor man’s land has taken place the impland mad taken away from tenants and given to army personal had suffered a major loss in productivity. The survey was on 100000 acres and indicated that the poor farmer [resource poor] was taking 2.9 toms per hectare while the new masters were obtaining only .9 tons per hectare. Such activities led the farmers to raise their voices and indicate that they had been deprived of land. The ADBP [Now ZTBL] also started foreclosing on outstanding loans. The poor who had not been able to clear their dues had to pay a heavy price. The Feudal or the wadera’s had their debt written off by the PM. To get out of this problem the country has to work for at least two to three years. All the factors of production have to be worked in to the production system. 

Solution
To solve the issue the requirement is to make fertilizer available to the farmer at reduced prices. The option of inorganic fertilizer is not going to be one that one can exercise because this is due to the cost structure imposed by world market systems. The answer is in going in for organic fertilizer. This is now available at Rs.400 per 50 kg and is now produced in a manner that it is easily utilizable. It is bagged and granulated. 

The other answer lies in innovative agriculture. In this the use of humic acid and fulvic acid is advocated and these two acids make available the nutrients in the soils. The perception that inorganic fertilizer is the only answer to productivity is erroneous. There are other answers and the use of certain trees as fertilizers is now under experimentation. 

Vertical increase in productivity is one answer to getting the optimization production system going. The other is horizontal production and for this Baluchistan is ideal and there are lands available at Chaggi and Kharan where the production system can be made to develop. The total area available here is 6.5 million hectares. 

b.
Cotton.
This is going to be under stress and the reasons are many but the more serious ones are that BT gene is now on the way and as is usual in a society that has lost its bearing and discipline the difficulty is in containing greed of the MNCs and the rich and powerful of this country. Statutory provisions have been violated. The argument between BT and open pollinated varieties is going o continue but the argument has a direct bearing on the wheat productivity as the cotton plant has to be terminated by the 15th of November of each year so as to make way for the wheat sowing. This would ensure the stability of the wheat-cotton production systems. The crop is suffering from the delirious affects of a virus a mutation of the crop leaf curl virus. The mental strength required to handle this is missing as the last government managed to fill all the people at the cotton research institute with its own relatives with the result that the stations research capacity has been reduced to next to nothing. The other attack on the cotton plant is from Mealy bug and the difficulty there is that the plant protection system and the organizational structure has become a graft organization and the people therein are the major stake holders in the import of required number pesticides-in this case white oil. Unless the organizational level makes a clean break the matter is not going to end. The cropping pattern is going to be effected, as the BT gene is a crop that is a ten-month crop with seven pickings. The solution is in organizational correctness and the understanding that the research systems require a different kind of mentality then the ministers or the secretary’s have. 

c.
Sugar cane. Sugar cane has suffered from productivity because of certain structural deficiencies. The plant does not flower in Pakistan except at Keti Bunder. Since one cannot get any fuzz there is no way that Pakistan can develop its own varieties and therefore the basis of productivity is not there. Prior to 1965 this breeding program was done at Coimbatore in South India. The limiting factor in productivity is the seed and the way out is controlled environment for growth of fuzz [seed]. The other option is to change the agricultural practices and to go in for beetroot that is a four-month crop and unlike the sugar cane crop that is a 12 to 18months crop and militates against wheat productivity. The sugar content is also more and varies between 14 o 16%. In case Sugar is the preferred option then the new technology has to be made more operative in which sugar is the 21st product. That would optimize the utilization of the sugar cane. There are other options in the sweetener industry and those are and should be under the scrutiny. In short it may be said that the sugar industry should cater for the ordinary person rather than the rich entrepreneurs. These options are to be examined. However the excessive use of water has to be contained through the breeding program. That is possible. What is the future course to take? Multiple options are possible for there is agave [a cactus] that can also supply sugar and not to forget the inner core of the banana plant that is nothing but sugar. The herb stevia is also a sugar sweetener and enjoys a rich heritage for the poor. It can be in a pot and provide the necessary support to the diabetic for sugar. 

d.
Rice occupies a pivotal position as a substitute of wheat as a staple food. Last year the traders gained a considerable amount of income from the export of basmati rice. That was because of the artificial condition of the wheat trade. This year the farmer and the traders have gone in for massive increase in area and production [about 20% increase in both] and that is going to impact the prices adversely. The water usage has also gone up as rice and sugar cane between them take away the majority of the water for agriculture. It is now possible to improve productivity by a factor of four and reduce water shortage by 50%. The technology is simple and there are now a number of these technologies available. However Pakistan continues in its own meritorious but obsolete ways. 

e.
Maize.
Is the new wonder crop with yields progressively increasing and this could be a replacement to the food staple wheat especially in NWFP. Secondary food security has never been argued in Pakistan for the fragile and marginal areas can produce coarse grains at a minimal cost to the resource use in the country [Millet, Sorghum, barley and Maize]. The water use is also minimal. Yields in the maize area are up to as much as 14 tons up from 1 ton per hectare.

f.
Fertilizers.
The resource use has to change and the MNCs have to be shown the door and this can be done in five to six years and that is best done by carrying out experiments and bringing farmers to witness. It is feasible and possible and the resource cost is less by a factor of 50 times against DAP. To break the mental make up of the farmers is the most important aspect. The fertilizers that can be used after minor conversions are: a. Sugar can sludge. There are eighty-three sugar cane factories. b. City sludge as it is now possible to breakdown the metal impurities with flovic and humic acid. c. Ash from Thar coal which has 7,5% phosphate. d. Using dilute Sulphuric acid in areas where phosphate has become fixed. In any case the costly inputs have to be done away with and it is now possible to have: a. Bio-pesticides of various kinds. b. bio-weedicides. c. Bio-hormones. So that completes the entire spectrum of crop production. 

29.
Balochistan is the new frontier of food security and safety of Pakistan. It is will be a lengthy exercise but suffice it to say that it is possible to work on the bio-diversity of Balochistan and work the major issues. The sky is the limit. The federal government has to stop interfering with the people of Balochistan and allow them elbow space. Balochistan can be a better user of organic material and therefore better conservator of water. Its potential is seldom understood. 

30.          Biofuel was successfully countered on the coastline and Salicornia was irrigated by seawater. The success was reduced to ashes by the Musharraf government. This is a halophyte plant that grows only with saline water. It can take care of the edible oil as well as the bio-fuel requirement of this country.

31.     Institutional. New agricultural polices cannot be implemented by a weal organizational level. It requires massive effort and a team of innovators. Clearly Pakistan needs this. The administrative structure is to be retuned. The damage that Naqvi and company has done is reversible, as the country will need a pristine service. Much can be said but let us flag this issue as it has attained priority. It is better to have people with convictions rather than people who get along to go along.                                               

PART V

CHOICES AND TRADE OFFS FOR PAKISTAN: A PARADIGM SHIFT

There will be poison in the wine if there is no crushing of grapes

The Choices and Options for Pakistan

32.
The study brings out clearly, the background and the situation as obtaining on the ground in FATA and Swat. It equally covers the different hypothesis that the US assumes, both public and implied. The events are moving at lightening speed, with new revelations unfolding themselves everyday, that our discourse needs constant review and updating. It does not appear a mere coincidence but rather a trail of deliberate economic mismanagement that Pakistan’s economic meltdown threatens when security concerns are gravest. It is for Pakistanis to decide whether Pakistan will be swept by time and tide or the Nation will rise to face the challenges. With all the inherent weaknesses created in our position, we still have many realistic choices and options. We must weigh them very carefully and arrive at the right conclusions to hopefully steer the country out of the crisis and the current ambivalent disaster. We have been pushed into this because of the irrational and illogical policies pursued by a megalomaniac military dictator for the last nine years. Some of the important conclusions are: -
33.
Self Definition.

Basically, we are at the crossroads of defining ourselves. We must take our decisions in well informed judgement. What is of paramount importance is that we must keep our own national interest paramount. We cannot allow this to be sacrificed for the cause of anyone else. 

34.          National Consensus through the Parliament.
At this critical juncture of our history, never has there been a greater requirement of total unity in our ranks and file. There is the crying need to develop a national consensus. The only democratic forum is the Parliament. All policies and decisions must stem and flow out of regular debate and discussion in that august body. Once a policy is framed as a result of a thorough debate, then it must be adopted by all as one man and one voice. We must close all unnecessary squabbles in the rank and file of the Nation.
35.
National Reconciliation and Policy Review.
The debate in the assembly must immediately wrap up all important matters of unfinished agenda that have immobilised the Government over the past six months. Having done that, a broad national government of all major representative parties should be formed. This is an absolute necessity in tackling the most serious security challenges of the country. We must equally brace ourselves for the different possible eventualities. It is not a job for any individual or a party. The whole nation must be galvanized together. The political leadership has to play their role.  All segments of the civil society have to solidly stand behind them. There should be no complacency in any quarters.

36.
Definition of the War on Terror.
The definition of the American war of terrorism needs a fresh look. The basic concern of US and its NATO allies should be evolved out of mutual discussions with them. Though it must be addressed, it cannot be allowed to become the tool for any exploitation to achieve their disguised aims and designs.

37.
Constant up Gradation of Threat and Review.
Like the different hypothesis that the Americans may be aiming to achieve and promote in the region, we must continuously review our position dispassionately and realistically. This needs a multidimensional approach. The foremost task is that the state must guarantee the safety of our people from internal and external threats and challenges. We must pursue a policy that should enhance to our security, rather than put our future at stake.
38.
Experience of US-NATO Misadventure.
We cannot lose sight of the experience of the actions of American and NATO forces. Unlike their past history, Americans evolved a new strategy.  They wanted their forces to assume the role of insurgents in Afghanistan, not to let this war become a War of “American’s against the Afghans” which in finality it has so become. They declared that they must avoid all risks of civil war in the region and yet that is what they drove Afghans to. Above all they wanted to eliminate the threat of Al Qaeda network from these territories. Seven years down the line, they have achieved all the opposite results. A reassessment and a rethink are imperative. It is important that the people of America and their future policy makers must know the truth and the basic ground realities. They have been kept in the dark. The naïve policies based on ill advised and ill conceived in puts is the root cause. A clear glimpse of this can be gauged from the reading of the book “The Centre of the Storm” be George Tenet.  The only conclusion that one can arrive at is, that either the writer is way out of mark with his analysis and assessment or has deliberately given the basic facts the twists to suit his own purpose and aim. The people of America have been kept far removed from the truth and reality.        
39.
Foreign Policy and Diplomatic Ambience.
After having addressed the basic and fundamental issues that are testing the will of the people, we need a thorough review of our Foreign Policy. It needs a detailed and threadbare debate. 
a.
Foremost, our foreign policy must respond to the aspirations of the people, serve the cause of Pakistan, address issues of security and sovereignty and lead the country towards a prosperity and hope. 
b.
The Foreign Policy that evolves must unequivocally safeguard our own concerns. We can work in unison with the so called war on terror as long as it does not pose any direct challenge and threat to our sovereignty, integrity, aspirations and the very concept of our Nationhood. 

c.
There exists a growing distrust of each other. The proactive diplomacy must aim to clear all ambiguities false assumptions and misunderstandings. There is a need for a regular and urgent interaction with all countries at all tiers; the official contacts, people to people discourse, exchange of all research and studies, mutual media and panel discussions. All avenues must be explored. These efforts will help to create a sense of realistic understanding and compatibility of thoughts and meeting of minds. Our aim should be to bring about a diplomatic ambience. 
d.
Perennial violation of our ground and air space is posing a direct challenge to our sovereignty. We must clearly ask the Americans to state their aims. So far they have been stating one thing and end up doing or achieving just the opposite. We must stress on them to clearly define their line. If any policies and initiatives transgress that, we must oppose and counter all such threats. If the emerging realities put us to test, we must mobilise and brace ourselves for testing times while exploring all avenues that lead to diplomatic ambience. Alama Iqbal had prophesised may years ago:
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40.
FATA & Swat.
Concurrently, with the adoption of the basic steps as stated above, we need to take a fresh look at our approach and plans to tackle the situation in FATA and Swat.  The situation has not developed over night. It is a total failure of the Government and can be directly attributed to poor governance of the area. The immediate requirement is that the people must feel a definite sense of participation rather than alienation. The damage caused warrants immediate remedial measures. 

a.
The plan for normalcy has to be evolved on the basis of our own intelligence information, our own assessment based on well informed judgement, and taking the actual ground realities in consideration. 
b.
This should be a totally homespun plan, absolutely indigenous and must look after own national interests rather than only serve the purpose of someone else. 
c.
This is a huge task. It is beyond the scope of any one individual or a party. It urgently needs the development of national consensus by all and sundry. 
d.
The entire administrative organisation of FATA needs revamping and retuning. A competent team under a dynamic leadership needs to be made in charge. 
e.
We must work for a political and economic integration of the tribal Agencies. 

f.
To effectively control the law and order situation in these regions, a multidimensional policy encompassing sociology, ethnology, religion, socio-economic development and selective use of force needs to be adopted. 
g.
The American concern of these areas becoming a safe haven for any possible world wide threat is very highly exaggerated. It appears that it stems from a shared belief of US and NATO forces in Afghanistan, that key al Qaeda leadership is getting entrenched in these regions and pose the biggest threat to them. Their genuine anxiety needs to be addressed.  
h.
Any student of Military History would clearly understand this kind of insurgency cannot be effectively dealt with the use of ruthless force that alienates the entire populace of the area. There is a need for a collective review of these challenges and threats. The answer to perceived threats of international instability lies in identifying their locations, isolating them and then eventually eliminating them. It has to be evolved by first clearly understanding the ground realities, an intelligent assessment and by pragmatic formulation of concepts and doctrines.  These joint plans can be the only realistic basis for all the mutual actions of all the parties who have a direct stake in the area

41.
The US Policy Instrument Disconnect.
In this uni-polar world, the super power has all the muscles, the authority and the capability to entirely act on their own, force plans and actions. If they are based on wrong inputs and assessments, these cannot and will not succeed,. Notwithstanding the number of expert inputs, daily threat matrix schedules, prognosis and assessments, bias, predisposition and lopsided leanings; all can lead to wrong conclusions, decisions and actions. US perceptions are fixated on global dominance, power projection that need exaggerated threats and over exposed vulnerabilities. America’s Afghan policy illustrates this enigma. They arrived in Afghanistan with apparently well defined and clearly laid out objectives and aims. Seven years down the line they are in a dilemma. To remedy the situation, they must realistically look at the ground situation and not be distorted by the frames of their experts.  They must seek the advice and the counsel of the regional people who are the sons of the soil better versed with the history, mindset, the aspirations and the motivations of the people. One must under stand the compulsions of the twenty million people, who are on the receiving end of it all. It is time that the world listens to the voice of the saner and more sanguine people, rather than Khalelzad and Karzai.
42.
Assessment of Internal Security.
Events in FATA and Swat are unfloding at breakneck speed. Constant reappraisals are very important. The situation warrants quick restoration of peace in the area. However, it is sustainable only if sincere, well meaning and patriotic elements are galvanised and organised to deal with the problems staring directly at our face. The American’s are crying wolf. They are sitting safely some thousands of miles apart. We are right in the eyes of the storm. Foremost, we must make most determined efforts to steer ourselves out of it. In order to deal with the home grown hardcore Taliban, we also need a typically internal assessment to be indigenous, realistic and a product of enlightened thought. The concerns of all the parties involved must be accommodated. The sending of troops to the tribal territories was a mistake. We should not have done this without obtaining and eliciting their views. We now need a plan of de-escalation. It has to be phased gradually, step by step and in line and evolving with our basic policies and initiatives.

43.
Counter Terrorism.
USA and NATO discern the anxiety that our territories are being used for terrorists activities across the Durand Line. It is equally a mandated and enjoined on us by the UN Resolution. Pakistan must share these concerns. We have to be supportive to the extent that no safe havens are provided to any external forces using our territories. This has to be done under a new policy that we must evolve. This policy needs to address the genuine concerns of all the operators in the area: not just any exclusive party.

44.
Control in Afghanistan.
The Karzai led government has failed to control the resistance of the Talibans, essentially in Southern Afghanistan. The full support and help of the American and NATO forces has also not been able to stabilize this volatile Pakhtun belt albeit for obvious reasons. They have no links with these people, and if they have any, they are very tenuous. The hope and the promise that American’s exuded at the time of their arrival, ”Once we advance from our strong hold of Northern Alliance , and roll down to Southern Afghanistan, the events will fall in place as we progress.” has fallen and is now a myth. The blame and the responsibility for this failure are now being passed on to Pakistan.  There is now the talk of special demarches with Pakistan to close down the Pak-Afghan border. It is quite obvious that they do not understand the enormity of the problem. How can it be the exclusive concern and responsibility of Pakistan? They must be explained the magnitude and need for a well thought out collective effort by all players.
45.
The Strange Anomaly.
The Afghan side of the Durand Line is totally porous. There is an unbridled incursion of all kinds of elements into Pakistan. Highly trained terrorists are indulging in the most sophisticated subversive activities. It appears to be some form of naive counter terrorism akin to Gary Schroen Force and a clearly naked form of covert operations. Who is planning, abetting, financing and providing all the material support to these elements clearly aimed at de-stabilizing Pakistan? If such game is allowed to be continued, then we have to have our own plans prepared for these contingencies. Unlike the revised plans of 9/13 at Camp David, where does USA stand today? It is time for them to ponder! If, they were sincere in their original cause, then they must rethink, re-assess, re-examine and realign their policies to the objective ground realities. If not, then it would strengthen the belief that they arrived on a different Agenda.-Whatever, be their new “Game Plan” or any different hypothesis, it is a different ball game. We must seek all due clarifications. If this cuts at our own vital national interests, there should be no ambiguity, that we can be no part of it. 

.46.
US Strategy must Enhance Pakistan’s Security.
If the American’s are sincere and genuine in controlling terrorism in Afghanistan, they must address Pakistan’s security concerns for long term stability in this region. The patronizing of Northern Alliance and use of ruthless force against Pakhtuns is counter productive. Pakistan and Afghanistan are being pushed towards a civil war. 
47.
Regional Cooperation.
If the changing realities of the emerging new world order, stands to put us on test, then we must mobilize ourselves to measure up to these coming testing times. We must also follow it up by exploring all avenues to bring about a diplomatic ambience. We must consider different threat scenarios. Equally we must put our heads together and prepare ourselves fully for varying contingencies. As a first step we must forge and strengthen our links with the regional powers who share our concerns. We must work closely with ECO, SAARC and any other organizations that have the same perceptions: this new grand game plan is out to de-stabilize this region. The resistance of all those who have a direct or indirect interest in this sensitive geo-political region must be built and organized.

48.
Screening of Militant Groups.
No policy in a vacuum has a chance to succeed. There is a need to screen the different militant groups operating in the area. Diverse elements such as plain criminals, soft core accomplices of militants, hard core Taliban and Al Qaeda elements need to be split apart in layers. Each group warrants a different approach.  The criminals need to be handled ruthlessly. All other elements need to be approached and contacted to determine their concerns and motivations. There exists a fixation in the rigid mind set of these groups. Very few can comprehend the situation on ground and understand its implications. We must immediately develop our links with these different factions. For any realistic policy initiatives, we must seek some mutual understanding. There is a paramount need to first understand and study the thoughts and feelings of the people who are being emotive and are compulsively driven. The use of force is hardly the panacea. We should form a team of knowledgeable Ex-Servicemen and other well informed and experienced people who could establish contacts with all the elements, except the rogues.
49.
Military Operations.
The current Army operations in these areas may have achieved some limited goals but are not sustainable. The displacement of the people from the area draws a very negative reaction and response. The positive aspect of the trend, where the tribal Maliks and tribes are raising their own ‘lashkars’ to deal with these pockets of some foreign funded, aided and supported organizations, may have served some partial purpose, but is a dicey option and may even backfire.  It needs a much centralised control and regulation through the tribal political system.  The Political Administration and the Frontier Corps must ensure effective checks and supervision. The aberrant deeds of some of these elements can be best controlled and eliminated by the overwhelming reaction of the locals to secure their areas themselves. They must get all help and efforts from the government to bring in a positive prosperity, economic integration and a hope for future. The examples of success in Buner and in other limited areas must be followed up and reinforced with full mind and heart, to win the sympathy and the loyalties of the respective local tribes. There is no success possible by alienating them.
50.
Austerity and Honesty.
At this critical juncture, one can pray and appeal for a more dedicated approach and patriotic sense to prevail. Needless to go into any details of how the wealth has been acquired, the affluent community must feel the sense of responsibility to act. Again the example has to come from the top and across the lines of all divides. It is incumbent on all of us, to bring all our wealth from abroad and make this country rich by investing it back here. The millions of hardworking and sincere class of expatriates are increasingly sending their savings back to Pakistan. This remains the mainstay of reducing the foreign trade deficit. Can we expect and hope that those people whose primary source of earning has been this country should stand up and show their sense of patriotism? If not, then the national will must act and pressurize and expose them; and if needed prepare their beleaguerment. If that still does not serve the purpose, then a bill must be passed in the Parliament. The purpose should be simple and explicit. Any one who does not comply with this, should render himself ineligible to holding any public office in this country. There are millions of patriotic Pakistani citizens who will be willing to keep their deposits in this country if the leadership can set the right example. In these times of economic crunch, every effort must be made to save all unnecessary expenditure. The pattern again must be set at the top. 
a.
All politicians, national leaders, parliamentarians end government servants should announce to bring back all their off shore assets to Pakistan.

b.
Army should set precedence. It is believed that Rs 30 Billion had been raised to build a new GHQ. The project is shelved for the time being and is commendable. 

As a step ahead, the army should undertake projects of infrastructure development (water and land reclamation) in the country from the same amount as its gift to the nation. 
The Ex-Servicemen must set the tone and the pace. Our appeal is that if any one has received any illegal benefits from any agency or quarters, he should voluntarily be prepared to surrender that. If not, we will be obliged to collect and publish all details of grafts, gifts and benefits that they received at the hands of Musharraf or other government agencies.
The American Elections 2008. Updated on 5 November, 2008
51. The election victory of Barack Obama has ushered in a new chapter in the history of USA. The people of America have given their clear verdict and mandate.  We honour it and respect it. Equally we expect and hope that the voice raised by the people of Pakistan at the time of our February, 2008 elections will receive similar recognition and acknowledgement the world over. It was the expression of the National will. It merits due respect. We appreciate the stand of the American President elect, that he will work for a peaceful solution of the Kashmir solution through the diplomatic channels and that he will strengthen democracy in Pakistan rather than support military dictators.  His remarks that he will authorize the use of military force to hit terrorist’s cells within the territories of Pakistan is both regrettable and of concern.  Barack Obama represents a thought and agenda for change. He has a dream that the mistakes of the past must not be repeated. We hope that while his thoughts, plans and vision are still in a stage of formulation; better judgment, sense and advice will prevail. 
52. Another very eminent, capable , experienced, knowledgeable, and a person with a vision, Madame Madeleine Albright has expressed a very thought provoking remark,” Pakistan is a case of International Migraine” Earlier while giving her comments on the book written by Benazir Bhutto,” Reconciliation; Islam, Democracy, and the West,” she had very passionately, with true feelings and in all sincerity remarked,” It is impossible to understand to-day’s world without knowing Pakistan; and impossible to understand Pakistan without reading this book. A courageous women- tragically killed-speaks to us of reconciliation. We owe it her- and to ourselves- to listen, comprehend, and act.” Benazir gave the ultimate sacrifice of her life for a cause. It was peace within Pakistan, and equally for the rest of the world. Those who shared her thoughts just a day before she was assassinated, can best feel and perceive these. For the last few days of her life she was requesting and imploring everyone she knew closely, to pray for her and for Pakistan. It seems that she had the forebodings of the days to come! It is clear that she has been betrayed both internally and by her and our friends all over the world. No heed has been paid to her imploring for reconciling and peace. Equally, the policy makers in America have ignored the counsel of Madeleine Albright to listen, comprehend, and act on her advice. The migraine that has afflicted Pakistan, is the direct cause of that. We hope and expect that the new policy makers, both in America and Pakistan, will be more circumspect, mindful and responsive to the advice and the counsels of these two leaders. Equally we may follow up by raising our concern. Are we being condemned to our fate by the powers that precipitated it? Regardless of the answer, the wisdom and the urgency demand that we seek an indigenous and home spun cure for this.  Advice plans and treatment counselled from the distant lands cannot be the answer. They do not understand the stage, the nature and the condition of our ailment.
Updated on 8 November, 2008
53. A key factor that needs to be kept in mind is that Barack Obama, unlike his cowboy predecessor, has a team of very competent people around him. They are highly professional in their respective fields, intelligent, methodical and forward looking. We hope that they will not be easily duped by the intelligence agencies and the other bureaucrat advisors, who exclusively provide the input to the policy makers. In contrast our team of advisors, to put it most mildly, is not that well versed, articulate, knowledgeable and crafty for holding discussions at that level of state to state inter action. We must work on preparing a team which could match the other well selected and well chosen teams  and panels and could hold their own ground.
54.   No foreign government has been elected to look after the interests of Pakistan. The government of Pakistan alone has been given that mandate by the people of Pakistan. This mandate is a two way trust, between the people and ‘their’ government. Pakistan has become the ‘migraine’ of the world because of the ‘cancer’ of past American policies, readily accepted by past dictators. The incoming American President’s vision for change implies international reconciliation, as pleaded for by Mohtrama Bhutto, and healing of the ‘cancer’ of past American policy. A revision of Pakistan’s policy on America’s war on terror is essential, and should become the basis for a dialogue with the new US administration, perhaps even before their assumption of office.

Updated on 18 N0vember, 2008

 55, The use of Predator Drones and the firing of Hellfire Missiles in the territories of Pakistan.  It is quite apparent that Musharraf had given the American Military his tacit approval to engage targets within Pakistan at their discretion and will. The most shameful event was the firing at a madrassah in Bajaur in which 83 young innocent boys studying Koran were killed.  The ISPR and General (Retd) Parvez Musharraf told this Nation a blatant lie that it was our own gunship helicopters which had engaged this training base of insurgents. It was known at that time that our helicopters had no night firing capability. But yet we made all efforts to cover up this most blatant violation of our sovereignty. We had hoped that with the coming into power of an elected government in the country, these incidents would stop. Instead the frequency has increased. Since the taking over of the present regime 29 such incidents have been recorded. These have resulted in the death of over 300 people, including many innocent women and children.  Many more stand injured. The safety of the citizens of the country is one of the foremost functions of the government.  Instead of doing just that, we keep hearing many discordant explanations, clarifications and expression of a state of help ness by our ruling elites. We are told that strong protests have been lodged. There is no respite to the people. It is incumbent that we take a clear and un-ambiguous stand on this issue. It must be based on total consensus of National will and followed with resolute determination. The people cannot be kept fooled all the time!

56. The Fall Out of Mumbai.  Whether it is an inside act or dare devil and wreck less work of any non-state actors, is the question? Without any reasonable evidence available, it is too early and premature to make an assessment, leave alone giving any categorical judgment or statement.
57. What is clear is the direction in which Pakistan is being pushed. This study that we have under taken has clearly laid out the different hypothesis and options on which the mind set of the current American policy makers is working and acting. These events will further strengthen rather weaken the al-Qaeda networks. Obviously it is the very negation of the purpose and aim for which the Americans arrived in Afghanistan.
58. The report, “ World At Risk”, which was asked for by the bi-partisan committee of the congress, and which has recently been issued after some strenuous six months study and deliberations, speaks for it all. It is in full conformity with our own assessments and fears that we laid out in our report. The timings of its release with the events in Mumbai unfolding itself, cannot be just a coincidence. This is further supported by the facts that the American’s claim that they had informed India about these impending attacks from sea and air. Mysteriously they choose not to inform Pakistan.
59. We had suggested many options that Pakistan should undertake to meet all these designs and threats. These included detailed deliberations and evaluations of the threat perception so emerging, both internally and externally. This could in the form of discussions, seminars, live debates on the TV channels and any other forums both in Pakistan and abroad. Though the time is running out, but we should still not loose hope. The Foreign Minister has aptly put it,” We must hope for the best but be prepared for the worst” We must gear up this nation for the most challenging and testing times that lie ahead of us. It immediately calls for full mobilizing of the public opinion. At this critical juncture we must stand solidly to-gather as a Nation and even the entire Islamic Ummah. We the Ex-Servicemen should embark to galvanize the entire community on the platform to save Pakistan. We need to urgently organize ourselves . We must start from the grass root village level and take it up to Tehsil, District, Towns and go up to all Pakistan level. We have given our services in the past and are now prepared to offer these again, unqualified and unreservedly, even in our twilight years.
60. As far as the Mumbai carnage is concerned, it must be condemned. If any non state actors have used the soil of Pakistan for this act, they must be hauled up and proceeded against. But equally , we must tell India and the United States of America that the unabated subversive activity that has been going on and are now ever on the increase, too have hidden hands behind them. We have a good idea. The mushroom growth of Indian Consulates and their intelligence units , along the Durand Line are not without their significance and purpose.
Conclusion

61.
The Musharraf period has plunged the country into a tailspin. The crimes committed by him and his cronies cannot be allowed to go unpunished. We must ignore all pressures, both from within and without. A judicial commission must be formed to try them all. He and his accomplishes must be tried for all their heinous offences. Furthermore, he should not be allowed to tarnish the sanctity of the Army House. The country is undergoing a grimming period of palpable uncertainty. The political and National will must be mobilized to arrest this. We must give the people the hope for their future. It is the qualities of brave hearts, provision of justice and implicit honesty that are the crying needs. Can the leadership rise up and meet these challenges.
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